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Annotated Edition of the English Poets 


^HE necessity foi a levised d carefully Annotated Edition 
of tlie English Poets may be found in tlie fact, that no 
such publication exists The only Collectioub vre possess con 
sist of naked and fiequently imperfect Texts, put foith without 
sufficient literary supeivibion Independently of othci defects, 
these volummous Collections are incomplete as a whole, from 
then omissions of many Poets whose works aie ot the highest 
mteiest, while the total absence of ciitical and lUustiative 
ITotes lendeis them compaiatirely worthless to the Student 
of om National Liteiature 

A few of oui Poets have been edited sepaiatel} by men well 
qualified for the uiidei taking, and selected Specimens have 
appeared, accompanied by notices, whxch, as fai as they go, 
answer the puipose for which they weie intended But these 
do not supply the v aut which is felt of a Complete Body of 
EnglishPoetry, edited throughout with judgment and integrity, 
and combining those featuies of leseaach typogiaphical ele- 
gance, and economy of puce, which the present age demands 

The Edition now pioposed will be disiinguished fiom all 
preceding Editions in many important i espects It will include 
the works of several Poets entirely omitted from pi evious Col- 
lections, especially those stoies of Lyrical and Ballad Poetry 
in w hich oui Liteiature is iichei than that of any othei Qpuntry, 
and whicn, independently of theu poetical claims, ai e pecaliarly 
interesting as illustrations of Historical Events and National 
Customs 

By the exercise of a strict pimciple of selection, tli^ Edition 
will be lendered intimbically moie valuable than any of its pre- 
decessors The Text wiH in all instances be scrupulously col- 



Tlbe J^ngliblb Poets 

lated, and accompanied by Biographical, Ciitical, and Historical 
Notes 

An iNTRonircTOEY Volume will present a succinct account 
of English Poetry fiom the earliest times down to a period 
which will connect it with the Series of the Poets, tlirougli 
whose Lives the Histoiy of our Poetical Literature will be 
continued to the present time Occasional \olumes will be 
introduced, in which Specimens, vith connecting Notices and 
Commentaiies, will be given of those Poets whose woiks are 
not of sufficient inteiest to be reproduced entire The im- 
poitant mateiials gathered from previously unevploied soui ecs 
by the researches of the last quarter of a century will be 
embodied wherever they may he available in the general design, 
and by these means it is hoped that the Collection will he more 
complete than any that has been bitheito attempted, and that 
it will be rendered additionally acceptable as compiising in its 
course a Continuous History of English Poetry 

By the airangements that will be adopted, the WoiLs of the 
principal Poets may be purchased separately and independently 
of the rest The Occasional Volumes, containing according 
to circumstances, Poetry of a paiticulai Class or Peiiod, Col- 
lections lUustiative of Customs, Manners, and Historical 
events, or Specimens, w ith Critical Annotations, of the Minor 
Poets, will also be complete in themselves 

As the works of each Poet, when completed, will he indepen- 
dent of the rest, although ultimately falling into then places 
in the Series, they will be issued irrespective of chronological 
sequence This arrangement will piesent a greater choice 
and variety in the selection fiom month to month of poets of 
differe?^ styles and periods, and at the same time enable the 
Editor to take advantage of all new sources of information 
tliat may he opened to him in the progress of pubhcation 
General -^tle pages will be finally supplied foi combining the 
whole Collection into a chronological Series 


London John W Paeeee and Son, West Strand 
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IISrTEODUCTIOlT 


In 17573 Eobeit Thyei, Keepei of the Public Libiai^’- \t 
Manchestei, published The Genuine S>emai}is of Stdriucl 
Butle } , 111 two vols This title was adopted to dibtingiiibli 
the '^oiLfi.om a spuiious publication piolessmg to contiin 
the posthumous poems, but leally consisting, with a single 
e'^ception, ^ ol a collection of contempoiaiy pieces, written ioi 
the most pait, in the mannci ot Sudih The MSS fioni 
which Ml Th^ei selected the Hemcmis weiQ in the hancl- 
wiiting ot the poet, iiid having passed aftei Butlei’s death 
into the possession of his hiend, Mi Longuevilie, descended 
thiough that gentleman’s son to Mi John Claike by 
whose permission they weie communicated to the xjublic 

A second edition of the Gemoine 'Remains^ containing 
some additional hagments fiom Butlei’s MSS, undei the 
designation of ‘Yaiious Eeadmgb,’ was piojected 1111822, 
but, in consequence of the death of the publishei, Mi Chailes 
Baldwin, it pioceeded only as fai as the fiist volume, which 
was 1C -issued in 1839, with a new title-page, as an independent 
woik 

The whole of the Genuine Remains, and of the adchtions 
punted in 1832, aie embiaced in the pi esent -volume winch 
completes the Poetical lYoiks 

Ml Thyer’s notes aie scanty, and not always accuiate 
Bishop Waibuiton, in his conespondence with Huid, e\pi esses 
dibappomtment at the whole publication, and piono-ui^^^s a 
seveie ]udgment upon the annotations But it is only just 
to Ml Thyer to observe that the object he axipeais to have 
pioposed to himself was merely to pimt the poems as he 
found them, accompanied hy such occasional explanat^^s as 

* The Ode to the Memory of Du-Val, which had hten previously 
published by Butler himself 
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hib immediate oppoitimities enabled him to supply Tlieie 
1 ceitxmly veiy little evidence of editoiial judgment oi ic 
be 11 ch, eitliei m the te\t oi notes Mi Thjei doe 5 not seem 
toha\e exeicised much \igilaiice in the bupeiintindciice of 
Ills mxteiials thiough the pie^s, noi to hd\e hioiight to the 
lahoiiis ot annotation an adequate hnowledge of the peisond 
01 liteiaiy histoi^ of the peiiod In some place^j, hankly 
acknowledging his impeifect iiifoimation, he bequeHhs the 
lesponsihihty of mquiiy to hib siicces, 30 is , and in the 
niajonty of instances uheie exposition was needed, he passes 
oxei the difiieulty in silence If, howcvei, Mi Tliyei left 
much to he done by otheis, it should not be foi gotten that 
he did much himself, since it is to his zeal we aie indebted 
foi oui acquaintance with these lehcs 

The edition of 1822 made little advance on that of 1757, 
beyond a few additional notes, and inoic ambitious typo 
giapliical pretensions 

The claims of the piesent edition lest upon a eiieful levi 
Sion of the text and an endea\oui, in which diligence at 
least has not been wanting, to explain ohsemo passages, and 
illusticvte incidental allusions to ciuient cxents and contem 
poiaiy chaiacteis 

The punctuation of the two foi mu editions was loose and 
vaiiable, sometimes lendcimg the meaning doubtful, and 
falsifying it in othei instances Mi Thyei appaienlly 
adopted the MS as it stood, without suihcient consideiatioii 
of in\ohintaiy eiiois 01 hasty ovci sights , and the slight 
changes made by his successoi wcie moie capiicious than 
svstematic By stiict and patient attention to the peculiaiities 
of the styde, and the intention of the authoi, it is hoped tliat 
the^'Junctuation m this edition will he iound intelligible and 
unifoim Eew wiiteis demand so much watchfulness in this 
icspect as Butlei, m consequence of the elliptical stiuctme of 
sonie^ot his sentences, and the quantity of statements and 
images he accumulates in them The old plan of unxiccessaiy 
elisions, by which the poems have hitheito been disfigured to 
the hindrance of the loadei’s enjoyment, has been abandoned, 
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ioi tlie fiibt time, tlnoughout the whole of thib edition, the 
ohtoolete oithogiaphy, wheie ifc was not indispensable to the 
measme, the ihyme, oi the hnmoui (of which it is sometimes 
an eienioiit), has been modernized, and some veibal mistakes 
winch escaped detection in the eaily te\t, and weie sub- 
seqiieiitlj implicitly copied, have been lectified The poems 
compiised in Mi Thyei’s volumes weie oiiginaliy, and 
have since continued to he, punted without any classihca 
tion of foims oi subjects, tliey aie heie placed m the oider 
into which they piopeily fall, an aiiangement which will 
conduce to a cleaiei view of then lelative mteiest and 
impoitmce 

The application of the iiumeious passages which heai upon 
the popuhi supeistitioiis oi empnicism ot the day, oi lefiect 
upon paiticulai iiidiv iduils, is pointed out m the notes This 
kind ot annotation was especially necessaiy in lefeience to 
The Elephant in the 3 Ioon, a poem which is said to hav e 
been withheld fiom publication dm mg the life-time of the 
autl 01 on account of its peisonalities, and which abounds in 
satiiical allusions that would lose then foice if left unex- 
plained No mateiial point requiimg elucidation has, I 
trust, been ovei looked Whenevei I have made anj use oi 
intoimation iuinished by Mi Thyei, oi by the edition of 
1822, the authoiit^ is given 

Waibui ton’s opinion of these pieces is, no doubt, just 
in the mam They do not satisfy the expectations raised bj 
the wit and leaimiig of Sadibtas They exhibit the same 
chaiaoteustics, but ina lowci degiee, and onlj m iiiteimittent 
gleams We miss in them the sustained power, the pro- 
fusion of images, diawn fiom an mhnite vaiiety of lecondite 
souices, the conquests of metiical difhculties, and tjie un 
eiimg felicity in the choice of woids The Sating are 
seldom witty, and often dull , the Odes, although containing 
passages of lemaikable meat, aie geneially deficient in 
vigour and elasticity, and the Ballads haidly so^,>* above 
the average lampoons collected into the Songs of the Eump 
Yet the weakest of these poems vmdicates its ongin m 
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scatteied figuieb, and striking views, woriliy of tlie genius 
of its author The miscellaneous fiagments aie full of 
profound and oiiginal reflections, noi his Butlei, even m 
EucUhas, e\hihited moie efiectively, his acute ohseivatiou 
of life and mtimite knowledge of human natuie, than in 
these aphoiibtic sciaps, many of which have long passed into 
household voids 

Apait flom all consideiations of mtimsic excellence, these 
pieces possess a litei uy speciality which invests them with 
peculiai mteiest They bung Butlei befoie us in the veiy 
moment of inspiiation, and leveal to us the whole couise 
and iction of his poetical laboui We have heie the rough 
diifts of his thoughts, aftciwaids either fitted into his gieat 
woik, igected, le-fashioned, oi leseived foi a fntuie 
oppoitunity His custom of noting down images oi ideas 
as they occuiied to him, in the foim in which they fiist 
piesented themselves, is heie exhibited m opeiation We 
find the same ideas lecuning in difleient shapes, (xpandod 
01 condensed accoidiiig to ciicumstanccs Sometimes a 
tiain of leflections, suggested by one of these ciude memo- 
landa, is found fully developed in Euclihas, and some- 
times the piocess is icversed, and a hint suggested m 
Eiulihas, which the stiuctme of the jiccm did not poimit 
him to puisue, is lound woiked out to its final lesults in 
an independent foim It is in these aspects, as showing the 
mental combinations and minule details of pi cp nation by 
which the poem of JEuchhtas w^as pioduced, that the 
Bemai/is of Butlei xuesent the stiongest atti action to the 
student of English lileiatuie Most of the passages which 
have a i elation to each othei aie indicated in the notes 

I cannot close my^lahouis on these volumes without 
acknowledging the obligations I owe to the couitesy and 
kindness of IIis Excellency, M Sylvam Yan cle Weyei, fiom 
whose lihiaiy I deiived valuable aid in the piogicss of the 
woik 
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OF 

SAMUEL BUTLER 


THE ELETHANX IH THE MOOH 

[The Eoyal Society oiis^inaied m an attempt to cany into 
piactical execution the plan of combined sy^^tematic exeition 
foi the advancement of science, laid down by Loid Bacon in 
his Nova Atlantis A lew gentlemen who had associated 
togcthei foi that puipose, about the yeai 1645, met at 
intei\als, sometimes at Di Groddaid’s lodgings, in Wood- 
stieet, 01 at the Bull-head tavern m Cheapside, but moie 
fiequently in the Lectuie Hall of Giesham College, wheie 
they finally established themselves and continued then 
seances ioi many yeais afteiwaids A few of the iiiOmI active 
membeis having iemo\ed to Oxfoid, in 1648, a bianch was 
foimed tlieie, and weekly naeetmgs weie legulaily held in 
London and Ovfoid, till the two sections w’'eie leunited, and 
incoipoiatcd nuclei a chaitei by Chaile& II , in 1662 The 
first numbei of the T) ansactions was published on the 6tli 
of Maich, 1664 5 

This poem is a satiie upon the Royal Society, whose early 
pioceedings, howmvei admnable weie the ultimate aims of 
tint body, suggested ibundant mateii^sfoi iidicule } mple 
mfoiniation icspectino its composition and tianaactions will 
be found in Di Spiat’s Nisfoiy, wnitten expiessly to defend 
the Society against its as&ailants and in the lecent and 
more elaboiate Memoii by Mi "Weld Nothing '^s too 
extiavigant, or too tinial, for inquiiy 01 expeiiment, and 
the wide ciicle of disq[uisition embiaced all the cuiient 
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deiubioi s and supi^istifcions amon^^st the most piomment of 
winch \\eie the cuie h}^ lO} il touch, the ti in&fusion of blood, 
sympathetic powdei, and the diMiiinty lod ISToi 'vsab the 
belief in such mitteis confined to compiiatuely obscuie 
and ignoiant membeis, even the most enlightened paitici 
pated in the geneial taste foi the maivelloub and fantabtical 
i5ome of the Fellows had so implicit a faith in the cosmetic 
viitueo of Ma} dew, that the^ weie in the habit of going out 
to collect it b(foie sumise, and it is ccitim that Bo^le 
helic’v ed in the efficacy of touch ] 

A LEAENED society of late, 

The gloiy of a foieign state, 

Agieed, tipon a summei’s night. 

To seaich the Moon by hei own light , 

To make an inventoiy of all 
Hei leal estate, and ptisonal, 

And make an accuiate suivcy 
Of all hei lands, and how they lay,t 
As tine as that of Ii eland, wheie 
The sly suiveyois stole a shne i 


* 111 111 'icing tile scene ol nib ‘ kai ned ■socicij abroad Butler may 
ha^e intended to conicy i satuical iiuuiulo ic uiibt ccitani societies 
existing on the Continent \ilicic the idea of esrahlibhiiig such institu 
tions took its nfae e iily m the i7tli centuiy About the period of 0 iliko s 
discoiciic'! bciei il small associations weie foiiucd one ol the prineipnl 
of which IV ab the Ljnecau Society , i st ihhshcd ilioiit i d 1 1 , imdci the 
pitronage of the Miiche&c Iiedeiico Ccbi G diko himscll was -i 
member of the Lj neeaii , which boon alteiwauk dcclmmg, was sue 
ceeded in id57 by the Acidemii dc Ciracnto at Floiencc 

t In Miy, iddi, Mr 'Wien ivus comiiii‘'bioneil by the king, through 
the Agency of tlic Itoyal bocietj, to make a globe ol the moon ihe 
globe when completed, &'ir;s Waul iii his I tits ot the Gtashmn Prorc^ 
50/*S/«5'repiesented not onh the spots and \ inoiib degiecs of whitene'^^ 
upon the suiface of the moon, but also the hills eminences, and cavi 
ties, moulded in solid woik The king received the globe with 
peculiai bxtibf action, ind ordered it to be placed amongstthc cunobities 
of his cabinet ’ 

J ir bably an allusion to Sir W ilham Petty, who was employed 
to take a sm\ey of Iieland in Ciom veils time, and was afterwards 
impeached for mismanagement in the distribution and allotments, of 
land —1 
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T’ ol>&eive liei coiintiy, liow ’fc'vras planted, 
Witli ^vliat sli’ abounded mo^t, oi anted , 
And make tlie piopei’st obsei nations 
Foi settling of new plantations. 

If the society should incline 
T’ attempt so gloiiotib a design 

This was the pm pose of then meeting, 
Foi which they chose a time as httmg , 
When at the full her ladiant hght 
And influence too weie at then height t 
And now the lofty tnbe^ the scale 
With which they hea-ven itself assail, 

Was mounted full against the Moon, 

And all stood leady to fill on, 

Imp itient who should have the honouj. 

To plant an ensign fust upon hei 
When one,§ vho ioi his deep belief 
Was 'Virtuoso then in chief, 


■*' It does not appear that the colonization of the moon ever occup ed 
the attont on of the Roj al Socict} , although a belief m the suppofciaoa 
tiat the planet was habit ■'bit seems to ha\e been piett} genei illy cu 
tertamed 1 he pas'^age in the text alludes to the doctiints of KepRi 
See^jos?, p iz note f and p 31, note 

t The regul ii time of the meetings of the Society was in the aftei 
noon At Oxfoid the members met at z p m , and in London at 3 ^ 

proposition w-’s made to altei the houi to 9 0 clock in the mormng , 
but it w IS not adopted 

t A pleasant exaggei itioii, if the epithet ‘ loftj ’ must be understood 
in rtfeicncc to the tele^^cope, and not to the objects it letlectcd 
'VVlien this wis wiitten the tclevcope \^as in its mfanej- , and w a-^ a 
very small instiument Ihe fiist ictiectmg telescope, constructed by 
Newton, was made in i57i It was only nine inches long, exactly 
one eightieth p ut of the length of Loid Rossc s leflecToi 

§ Lord Brounckei, the fust Piesident of tne Eo\al Society undei 
the chaitei He was a zealous membei, “'nd distinguished himself ab 
a mathematician Be held some high ofiices undei the Resto’ ition 
was Chancelloi and Keeper of the Crieat Seal to the Queen Consort, 
and one ot the Commissioncis foi executing the office of Loid High 
Admiral, which Repys decl iits he was unht foi, being wholly ignorant 
of naval affiiiis Loid Bioimeker was born in i6zo and died in i 6 h 4 - 
He IS frequently mentioned by Pepvs, who speaks of as a 
*moodish eiMl person,’ and finds much fault with him for being so 
public in his lelations with that painted lidj Mis Williams On 
one occasion Loid Biouncker took her mto Pepys’ pew at cliuich, the 
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Approved the most piofound, aud wise, 

To solve impossibilities. 

Advancing giavely, to apply 
To til’ optic glass Ins ju%ing eye, 

Cued, ^Stiange^’ — then lemfoiced his sight 
Agamst the Moon with all his might, 

And bent his penetiatmg blow, 

As if he meant to gaze hei thiongh, 

When all the rest began t’ adiniie. 

And, like a tiain, fiom him took fiie, 

Smpiised with wondei, bcfoieh ind, 

At what they did not nndei stand. 

Cl led out, impatient to know what 
The matter was they wondei ed at 

Quoth he, ‘ Th’ inhabifcants o’ th’ Moon, 

Who, when the Sun shines hot at noon, 

Do live in cellais undei giound 
Of eight miles deep, and eighty lound, 

In wliieh at once they foitify 
Against the sun and th’ enemy, 

Which they count towns and cities theio, 

Eecause then people’s civillei 

Than those ludo peasants, that aie found 

To live upon the uppei giound, 

Called PiivolvanSjt with whom they aie 
Peipetually in open wai , 

jfiiifel time the Sccietiiy had cvci liLirtl ol cither of them ippoann^if in 
such a place Aubie> tells* us th xt h< is huued in x \ xult lie exused 
to be made foi the purpose, m the middle ol the chou ol fot Cathe- 
rme’b, neai the lowei 

* lilt climate mubt be xciy c\.tiaordm ii} , the altoniation bang- 
that of unmitigated ind biOrnmg sunslunt , hcicci thxii in equatoual 
noon, continued for a whole foitnight» md the keenest se\euty of 
liObt far exceeding til it ol oiu polii -wintcrfa, loi in equiltime — 
IlERSCiirL — T/ cattle on AsLronomy J he notion ol dipgmg caveinb to 
seek shelter in from the gieat heat ol the sun is a s itiie upon one of 
Ivexilci s speculations 

t Kep exiled the earth because ol its diuinal revolutions, 
the inhabitants ot the moon, who live on the side facing the earth, he 
nimed Suhiolta?n because they cnioy the sight of oui world, and the 
othei*^, who live on the opposite side, he named Pnvolmni, because 
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And now both, aimies^ highly eniaged 
Aie in a bloody fight engaged, 

And many fall on both sides slain, 

As by the glass ’tis cleai, and plain 
Look quickly then, that eveiy one 
May see the fight befoie ’tis done’ 

With that a gieat philosophei, 
Admiied, ana famous fai and neai,“ 

As one of smgnlai invention, 

Lnt Tiniveisal compiehension, 

Apj)lied one eye, and halt a nose 
Unto the optic engine close 
Loi he had lately nndeitook 
To piove, and publish in a book. 

That men, whose natmal eyes aie out, 
May, by moie powerful ait, be brought 
To see with th’ empty holes as plain. 

As if then e yes weie in again 
And, if they chanced to fail of those, 

To make an optic of a nose,t 
As clearly it may, by those that wear 
But spectacles, be made appeal , 

By which both senses being united, 

Does lender them much bottei sighted 
This gieat man, having fixed both sights 
To view the foimidable fights, 

Obseived his best, and then cried out, — 
‘ The battle’s despeiately fought, 


they aie deprived of that piivilege — T Butler has turned this dis- 
tinction to account with considei -ihle ingenuity, making the foime^ 
dwell m "vast caverns, and the latter kec^ the open country, thus, 
dividing the population into the two great classes of citizens and 
peisant-#, which he throws into a state ot perpetual antagonism 

Some light is thrown upon this chaiacter by the additional hne&r 
in the second ^ ersion — See p 3 3, note * 

t This lb apparently an allusion to Sii Kenelm Bigby, wh^ravely 
illustrated the possibility of making one sense do dut> for ano^r, by a 
story of a Spanibh nobleman, viho ‘ could hear by his eyes and see 
words — See vol n p i88, note The chaiacter in long ver^e ex- 
tends the description, and seems to mclude others in the s itire 
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Tlie gallant Snbvohani lally, 

And fiom then tienclies make a s<ally 
Upon the stubborn enemy, 

Who now begin to lont and fly 
These silly ranting Frivol vans, 

Ha've eveiy summei then cimpaigns, 

And muster, like the wailike sons 
Of Fawliead and of Blood} bones. 

As numeious as SoLind geese 
r th’ islands of the Oicidcs,i 
Couiagcously to mike a stand, 

And lace then nugliboms hand to hand, 

Until the longed foi wintci’s come, 

And then letuin in tuumph home, 

And spend the rest o’ th’ yeai in lies, 

And •vapouimg of thou victoiies 
Fioin th’ old Aicadians they’ie believed 
To be, bcfoie the Moon, deiived. 

And when hei oib was new creitcd, 

To people hci weic thence tianslattd 
Foi, as th’ Aicadians wcic loputcd 
Ot all the (iiecians the most stupid 
"Whom notluug in the woild could bung 
To ci\il life, but hddleing, 

They still letam the antique couisc, 

And custom of then aucestoi s , 

And always sing, and fiddle to 
TLm<:>s tlie gieatost weight they do’ 

While thus the learned mui cntci tains 
Th’ assembly witb the Finohans, 

Another of as gre it i enown, 

And solid judgment in the Moon , 

iz note t 

t See vol n p 148, note Sir Robert Moi ly was the first Pie*?! 
(lent of the Ilo} il Soeretv ])cforc rt'i iiicoipoi ition, ind upon therH} of 
hi^ (ler-»^rn he commimicxlcd hi-i recount of tlic shells, with ‘ pu foot 
se^lowl in them, which he hid seen j;rowinii? on trees in Scotlaud 
1 he papei w IS published in the P/riZ p/ewis No 14^, 
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That undei stood lier raiious soils, 

And wbicli produced best genet-moyles, ' 

And in the legister oi fame 

Had entei ed Ins long-living name , 

Aftei he had pored long and haid 
In rli’ engine, gave a stait, and staled — 
Quoth he, ^ A stiangei sight appeals 
Than e’ei "was seen in all the spheies, 

A wondei moie unpaialleled. 

Than ever moital tube beheld, 

An elephant fiom one of those 
Two mighty aimies is bioke loose, t 


* A species of sweet ajpple, geueiallj called mo>le, — 

llie pippins buimshcd o ei ■with gold, tlie moyle 
Of sweetest homed ta^tc, the tan pennam 
iempeied, like comeliest nymphs, with red and white 

♦J Philips — Cider, i 

Hi Thyer thinks thus is an allusion to Evelyn, who speaks of the 
genet moyle in lus JPomona, a ticati'^e on fmit-tieeb annexed to the 
bijlva published in i<5(S4, ‘by expieas oidei of the Koyal Society^ 
But that the chaiactei wa& not designed exclusively if at ill, for 
Fvelyii may be infened fiom a subsequent passage — see the ensuing 
note — and also from the alteration made in the doseiiption in the 
second vci Sion Indeed, none of these characters seem tohaiebeen 
intended as stiict delineations of pniticular indmduals, but lathei as 
compositioi s made up of selected tiaits, capable of being easily sepa- 
rated, and ti iced by the contempoiary leadei to their originals , it 
plan which ga\e a wndei scope and freer action to the satiie than a 
could ha\c obt lined by a g^lleiy of mere personal poi traits dhe 
allusion m the text to the soils most favourable to the genet mo>le 
which was much iibcd m making cider, miy possibly refei to a repoit 
submitted to the Koyal Society m 1665, recommending them ‘ to take 
measures to exteiid the giowth of apple and peai ticcs, for making 
Cidei all 01 cr England 

t The story is 1 elated of Sir Paul Keal, wno is said to ha\e 
announced the discoieiy of an elephant wj the moon, which tmned 
out upon investigation to he a mouse that had got into the telescope 
As It IS not likely that Butlei would have abciibed to Evel>n an 
absurdity attributed by common repoit to another person, we must 
conclude that the charactei was intended to have a loose and 
general, and not a particular application It does not resemble either 
Evelyn 01 Keal although it his allubions which bear upon b{ Sir 
Paul was one of the eaily pioinoters of the society and made himself 
conspicuous at it& meetings as a diligent gdbe mouche 
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And with the honor of the fi^ht 
Appeals amazed, and in a flight, 

Look quickly, lest the sight of ns 
Should cause the startled beast t’ imhoss 
It is a laige one, fai inoie gicat 
Than e’ei was bicd in Afric yet, 

Piom which we boldly may infei. 

The Moon is much the fiuilfullei 
And, since the mighty Pyiihus bi ought 
Those living castles hist, ’tis thought, 
Against the Homans in the field, 

It may an aigument be held, 

Aicadia being but a piece, 

As his dominions were, of Gieece 
To piove, what this illustiious peison 
Has made so noble a discouisc on, 

And amply sa^ished us all 
Of th’ Pmohans’ oiigmal 
That elephants aie in the Moon 
Though we had now discoveied none, 

Is easily made manifest. 

Since, fiom the gieatest to the least, 

All othei stais and constellations 
Have cattle of all soits of nations. 

And heaven, like a Tai tax’s hoi do. 

With gieat and numeious dioves is stoied t 
And, if the Moon pioduce by natuie, 

A people of so vast a stituie,| 

’Tis consequent, she should bring forth 
Fai gieatei heists too, flian the caith, 


^ Propctly imbosk to lade in ‘biiblieb , fi om imhoscm e, It 
t A &nmUi allubion to the nomencl iturc ot the constellations 
occurs m Jludiboas — See vol ii p sS, note -ff- 

t If the moon had inhabitants, they ^^ould piohahly be of an 
mfern;^ stature ‘It should he obser\cd* s-iys Sir Tohn Heisthel, 
* that, ^ mg to the small density of the matcuals of the moon, and 
the comparatively feeble gravitation of bodies on her surface, muscular 
foice would there go six times as far m oiei coming the tv eight of 
mitenals as on the earth ’ — Treatise oti Astnonoimj 
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As by the best accounts appears 
Of all oui gieat st disco veieis. 

And; that those monstious cieatuies there 
Aie not such lanties as here’ 

Mein while the rest had had a sight 
Of all paiticulais o’ th’ hght; 

And eveiy man with equal care, 

Pei used of th’ elephant his shaie, 

Pioud of his inteiest in the gloiy 
Of so miiaculous a stoiy^ 

When one, who foi his e^^cellence 
In heightening woi ds and shadowing sense, 

And magnifying all he -w lit 
With cuiious miciobcopic wit, 

Was magnihed himself no less 
In home and loieign colleges,^ 

Began, tianspoited with the twang 
Of his own tiillo, thus t’ liaiangue 

^ Most excellent and -virtuous t friends, 

This gieat discovery makes amends 
Foi all our unsuccessful pains, 

And lost expense of time and hiains 
For, by this sole phenomenon, 

We ’ave gotten giound upon the Moon, 

And gamed a pass, to hold di‘={pute 
With all the iilanets that stand out. 

To cany this most viituous war 
Home to the door of eveiy star. 

And plant tli artilleiy of oui tubes 
Against then pioudest magmtndes,^ 

* Dr TIooke ^\llOse micro copical •speculations excited considerable 
notice and discussion, ippcar?, to be indicated here — See \ol u p a3 
noie $ Ills Micrographiu, published shor Iv after his appointment to 
the office of curator, u as dedicated to the Socictv , and being anxious 
that the reputation of the gcnei il boa> ‘should not be damaged by a 
publication which set up man> coiijccturil hjpotheses he was f ireful 
to state in the dedicition that the Society uas not responsible foi the 
'worl which represented only liis o\in opnuonb 

t From virtu^ It , the sense in winch it ii> employed throughout 
t A false rh} me — rai ely committed by Butler 
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To stietcli oul victoiies beyond 
Th’ extent of planetaiy giound^ 

And fix oui engines, and oui en-^igns 
Upon tlie fixed btais’ vast dimensions, — 

Wiiicli Aicliimede, so long ago, 

Duist not piesume to wish to do — > 

And piove, if they aie otliei suns, 

As some have held opinions, 

Oi windows in the emp^icum, 

Fiom whence those blight eifinvias come 
Like fianies of hie, ab otheis guess. 

That slime i’ the months of linn aces 
Nor IS tins all we have achieved, 

But moie, liencelorih to ue liclievcd. 

And have no moic om best designs, 

Because they’ie ouis, believed ill signs 
T ont-thiow, and btietch, and to cnlaige, 

Shall now no moie be laid t’ oui cliaigc, 

Nor shall om ablest viituosos 
Prove aiguinents foi coffeehouses , 

Noi those devices, that aie laid 
Too tiuly on us, noi those made 
Heieattei, gam belief among 
Oui stiictest judges, i3g]ib, oi wiong, 

Noi shall oui past niisfoi tunes inoie 
Be cli aged upon the ancxont scoie, 

No moie om making old dogs young t 
Make men suspect us still i’ th’ wiong, 

* All que<5tionb of taste, politic , ind plalosophy \\ ei c fi ccly discussed 
m tlie colftc-houbcs, uliich, m that i£?l constituted the tnbunals of 
popnUi opinion ihe proccedincfs of the Ko> il bocictj, md the tur- 
rnol into winch they %\cre plunged by extern il ittacks and mrer- 
nal difierences — espeeiilly the w-ir between Lowci incl his oppo- 
nents, and the contiovcr&ies of Hooke Oldenbuis?, ind Newton — were 
canvassed witli leMt} md ridicuU by th it numtious < liss of tx\ern 
critic, designated by Spilt is *tlie wits and lailkurs of the age 
BaUeAailudes to tlie coffee hou'je dissert ition -3 m — 

Ihose wholesale cnties, that in coflee- 
Ilou&efa, cry down all philosophy 

+ This was one ot the experiments actually mide under the clncction 
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Noi xiew-m vented cliaiiots diaw* 

The hoys to com be us, witlioiit law^ 

Noi putting pigs t’ a bitch to muse, 

To turn ’em into niongi el-curs, 

Make them suspect oui sculls aie buttle, 
And hold too much wit, oi too little 
Noi shall oui speculations, ^hethei 
An elder-stick will save the leathei 
Of schoolboy's’ bieeches from the ioJ,t 
Make all we do appeal as odd 


of the Society m 1666 The first case m T;vhich the tr^insfusion of 
hlood from one dog into another was tried, is icpoitcd in the jouin iK 
to ha\t beai ittondcdwitli such succesb (although one ot the dogs bled 
to de ith) that the evpeument ol exchanging the blood ot ‘inim ils w ts> 
oideied to he prosecuted and iinpioved at the next meeting, by bleed- 
ing a sheep into a inastiil, and a joiing heilth\ dog iito tn old biek 
one, and iicc tejsd Butlei alludcb to tnib ehcwheie Hib want of 
judgment mclmeb himnatui illy to the niobt extraiagantundei takings, 
like that ot m il mg old dogs young telling how many pei'sons aie in a 
room by knocking it the dooi , stopping up of woids m bottles, &.c — 
Chaiacki of a Vittuo^o, also, see -vol n p 

* Sec voi 11 p 119, note t IhC'.e lines lecui wth a blight alte- 
ration, m the EjJibtleto hidiophel — bee \ol 11 p 63 

t lilt eldei tice, upon nhicli Judas was* siippo‘= 5 ed to ha\ e hanged 
hiraselt, has always bien i popuhi item m the superstitions ot the 
peasantry Its hues, gatheied on the lut daj s of Ainii were cou- 
faidered an mtalLibk cuie foi wounds, and wee fistencd on doois and 
windows as a ehaim to keep out witches It w as employed al&o as an 
amulet to avert eiysipelis The allusion m the text is to the custoin 
ot wearing a spug ot eldei m the bieeches pocket, as an eflectual pie- 
ventive against wliit is tilled losing leathei, or galling, m iidiig 
It IS often mentioned by the old wiiteis hichard Ilecknoe (the 
Mac FlecLnoe of Diy den) thus loteis to it in his burlesque joinadas * — 
How Aldei-st ck m pocket earned 
By hoi semen who on highway feared. 

Ills bieech should neei be gilled 01 weaned, 

Although he iid on tiotting hfti&e, 

Ol cow or cowl ‘«tafi which wa<« worise 
It had, he slid, such Mituous force, 

VVheie viituc oft from Judas cxrae 
(W ho hanged himself upon the same 
Foi which in sooth he was to blame) 

To haiden breech, or soften hoi&e, 

I leave ’t to th learned to discomse — Dianum t6SB 
The notion of making the Royal Society test the imputed virtue of the 
cldei stick, by an experiment on a school boy, is by no meins an ex- 
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Tills one discovery’s ciiotigli. 

To take all foimei scandals off 
But, since the woild’s inciedulous 
Of all our scrutinies, and us, 

And with a prejudice pi events 
Our best and woist expciiments, 

As if th’ were destined to miscaiiy, 

In consoit tiied, or solitaiy, 

And since it is unccitam when 
Such wondeis will occui agiin, 

Let us as cautiously contiive 
To diaw an exact naiiatave 
Of what we eveiy one can swear 
Oui eyes themselves have seen appear, 

That, when we publish the account, 

We all may take our oaths upon ’t ’ 

This said, they all with one consent, 

Agieed to diaw up th’ instiument, 

And, for the general satisfaction, 

To punt it in the next ^ Tiansaction * 

But, whilst the chiefs weie di awing up 
This stiange memoii o’ th’ telescope, 

One, peeping m the tube by chance, 

Beheld the elephant advincc 
And, fiom the west side of the Moon 
To th’ east was in a moment gone 
This being related, gave a stop 
To what the rest weic di awing up, 

agigeration of the credulity exhibited la c ibC3 of a similar class The 
toUoi\iug eiitiy in the Journals is an example it occui s shortly after 
the announcement of a pi^mise from the Duke ot Buckingham to bring 
before the Society a piece ot a unicoins hoin — ‘A cade was made 
with powder of unicorns hoi n, and a spider set in the middle of it, 
but it immediately ran out se\ tr xl times repeated 1 he spider once 
made some St ly m the powder One of the curiosities given to the 
Society was a ‘bottle full of stxgs tears, presented by Sir Bobeit 
Mora^^, and amongst the subjects propO'jCd loi scientific inquiry there 
IS an instruction to asceitam ‘ wliethcr the flakes of snow were largei 
01 less m 1 enciifle than here,* and in anothei entiy, h u nig rcleience to 
a renorted fall of ram that resembled com ‘ Mr Bovle ami Mr I vehn 
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And every man, amazed anew 
How it could possibly be tine, 

That any beafat should lun a lace 
So monstrous, in so shoit a space. 

Resolved, howe’ei to make it good, 

At least, as possible as he could. 

And lathei liis own eyes condemn 
Than question what h’ had seen with them 
While all weie thus resolved, a man 
Of gieat lenown theie, thus began — 

‘ Tib strange, I giant’ But who can sav 
What cannot be, what can, and may^ 
Especially at so hugely vast 
A distance, as this wondei’s placed, 

Wheie the least erior of the sight 
May show things false, but never light , 

Hoi can we tiy them, so fai off, 

By any sublunaiy pi oof 

Eoi who can say, that natuie there 

Has the same laws she goes by heie*^ 

Hor IS it like, she has infused, 

In eveiy species, there pioduced, 

The same effbits, she doth confer 
Upon the same pi eductions heie 
Since those with us, ot seveial nations, 
Have such prodigious vai lations, 

And she affects so much to use 
Yaiiety, m all she does 
Hence may b’ infeiied that, though I giant 
We Ve seen i’ th’ Moon an elephant, 

That elephant may diffei so ^ 

Broni those upon the eaith below, 

Both in his bulk, and foice, and speed, 

As being of a diffeient bieed, 

That, thongli our own are but slow-paced, 
Theiis tbeie may fly, or lun as fast, 

And yet be elephants no less. 

Than those of Indian pedigiees’ 
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This said, anoiliei of gi eat w oi th, 
Famed foi Ins learned woiks, put foitli, 
Looked wise then said— ^ All this is tiue, 
And learnedly obseived by yon, 

But theie's anotliei leason foi’t, 

That falls but veiy little slioit 
Of mathematic demonstiation, 

Upon an acciuate calculation 
And thit IS — ^As the Eaitli and Moon 
T)o both move contiiiy upon 
Then \xe% the lapidity 
Ot both thou motions cannot be 
But so piodigiously fast, 

That vastei spaces may be past 
In less time than the beast has gone, 
Though h’ had no motion of his own , 
Winch we can take no measure of, 

As you have cleaied hy leaiucd pi oof 
Tills gi anted, wo may boldly thence 
Lay claim to a noblei infeience, 

And make this gieat phenomenon, 

Weie theie no othei, scive alone, 

To cleai the giand hypothesis 
Of th’ motion of the Eai th li oin this ’ t 
With this they all wcie satisfied, 

As men aie wont o’ th’ biassed side, 
Applauded the piofound dispute, 

And giew moic gay and icsoliite 
By having oveicome all doubt, 

Than if it novel had fxU’u out, 

And, to complete then nniativ'e, 

Agiced t’ inseit this stiauge ictrieve 


* These speculations were obviously antecedent to the discoveries 
of Newton 

t 1 no Copermcan system allhouf^h confnmedhj the discoveries of 
Biuno Kepler, and Galileo, vv is still m coutrovci&y whai this was 
written The motion ot the earth was not jet accepted as an esta- 
blished liw 
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But, wliile tliey weie diTeited all 
woidnig tke memoiial, 

Tile footboys, for di^eision too, 

As having nothing else to do, 

Seeing the telescope at leisuie, 

Tinned viituosos foi then pleasuie. 

Began to gaze upon the Moon, 

As those they waited on, had done, 

With monkeys’ ingenuity, 

That lo\e to piactise what they see. 

When one, V'hose turn it was to peep, 

Saw something in the engine creep , 

And, viewing veil, disco veied moie 
Than all the learned had done be foie 
Quoth he, ‘ A little thing is slunk 
Into the long stai -gazing tiiink. 

And now is gotten down so nigh, 

I h I've him just against mine eye’ 

Tins being overlieaid by one, 

Who was not so fai oveigiown 
In any iiituous speculation, 

To judge with meie imagination. 
Immediately he made a guess 
At solving all appeal ances, 

A way fai moi e significant, 

Than ail then hints of th’ elephant, 

And found, upon a second view, 

His own hypothesis most tiue, 

Foi he had scarce applied his eye 
To th’ engine, but immediately 
He found a mouse was gotten in 
The hollow tube and, shut between 
The two glasb windows m lestiamt 
Was swelled into an elephant. 

And pioved the virtuous occasion 
Of all this learned disseitation 
And, as a mountain lieietofoie 
Was great with child, they sTiy, and bore 
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A Silly iLouse, tins mouse, as stiange, 

Bi ought forth a mountain, m exchange 
Mean while, the rest in consultation 
Had penned the wondeifui narration. 
And set their hands, and seals, and wit, 
T’ attest the ti uth of what they’d writ , 
When this accuised phenomenon 
Confounded all they’d said or done 
Foi ’twas no soonei hinted at, 

But th’ all weie in a tumult straight, 
Moie fuiiously eniaged hy fai, 

Than those that in the Moon made war, 
To find so ad mil able a hint, 

When they had all agieed t’ have seen’t, 
And were engaged to make it out, 

Obsti noted with a paltiy doubt 
When one, whose task was to deteimine, 
And solve th’ appeal ances of veimm, 
Who’d made piofound discoveries 
In flogs, and toads, and rats, and mice,'‘ 


* It IS not eisy to determine ’who was the person intended to be 
represented by thib description expuiraentb upon reptiles having been 
submitted to the feociety by seveial membcis At one meeting, Mr 
Croune ‘ piodueed i gliss j ir tull of the powder of the bodies of Mpers, 
and a gallipot tull of only the he irtb md hveis of vipers ^ Mr Ivellin 
mamtamed that fi om fhe pondei of tlie h\ci and liingb, young vipers 
eould be piodueed, a doctime iKo abserted hy Sii Kenehn Iligby 
Similai opinions weic held by Sir Gilbert lalbot Many an Uogous 
exampleb might be eited It is piobable, however that Digby was 
Uuelly pomteci at, is ho made a pai ticuUi study of the efleets of sym- 
pathetic powder obt uned fiom icptiles In one of his communications 
to tlie Society, he stated tint ‘ the calcined powder of to ids rev ei be- 
rated, if applied in bigs upon the stomieh of a pcbtifeiatc body, would 
cure it by several ipplic Urons and he ib slid to hav’-e fed his wife, 
the celebrated courte/an, Venetia Stanley, upon caponb filtcncd with 
the flesh of viperb, as a means of pretcning licr beauty Aubrey says 
tint ifter hci death, which took place suddenly her head, being 
opened, discovered but little brain which &n Iveiielm attributed to her 
dunking viper wine Few m» n of his time attracted moi c notice than 
Sir Ke?lelm Dig]\> Loid Olaiendon savs that he was eminent and 
notoiious fiom hio ciadlc to his grave ‘ Xlib pci'^on/ says W ood, ‘ was 
handsome and gigantic and nothing was w uitnig to reiidei him a 
complete cavaliei ’ He was a great travcllei , and Aubrey tells us that 
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Thougli not so curious, ’tis true, 

As many a wise lat-catcher knew, 

After lie had with signs made way 
Foi something great he had to say, 

‘ This disquisition 
Is, hall ol it, in my discission, 

Eoi, though the elephant, as beast. 

Belongs ol right to ail the lest, 

The mouse, being but a veimin, none 
Has title to, but I alone , 

And theiefoie hope, I may he heaid, 

In my own piovince, with legaid 
It IS no i\ondei we’ie cried down, 

And made the talk of all the town, 

That lants and swears, foi all oui gieat 
Attempts, we have done nothing yet, 

If eveiy one have lewe to doubt, 

When some gieat seciet’s half made out, 

And, ’cause perhaps it is not tiue, 

Obstiuot and rum all we do 
As no gieat act was evei done, 

Hoi evei can, with tiuth alone. 

If nothing else hut truth w’ allow, 

’Tis no gieat matter what we do 
Eor tiuth IS too reserved, and nice, 

T’ appeal m mixed societies, 

Delights in solit’iy abodes, 

And nevei shows heisell in ciowds, 

A sullen little thing, below 
All matteis of pietence and show, 

he understood ten or tu el\ e languages A17 hib contemporaiies agree 
m ascubing to him great abilities, associated with exti lordmaij cie- 
duhty and bupei stit ion He \v as appointed a member ot the hrst Council 
of the Society under the Charter, and as long as his health permitted 
was constant in his attendance Vi hen he could be no longei present 
at their meetings he held a sort of academy, or literar> -isseinWy, at 
his house in Oovent Gaiden, uhere he died in i66S His niimeious 
publications attest the extent of his studies and that love of the mai- 
acnoub which exposed him to the un&paimg ridicule ot Rosb, Stubbe, 
and othei xiluloaophical diisputants 
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That deal in novelty, and cln-^nge, 

Not of tilings tiue blit laie and stiange, 
To treat the voild with vhat is ht, 

And piopei to itsnituial wit. 

The woild, that nevei sets esteem 
On what things aie, but what they seem, 
And if they be not stiange and new, 
They’ie nc’ei the bettei foi being tine 
For, what has mankind gained by knowing 
FIis little tinth, but his undoing, 

Which wisely was by natnie liKldon, 

And only foi lus good foi bidden^ 

And tlieiefoie, with gieat pinch n( c does 
The woild still stiivc to keep it close, 

Foi, if all seciet tiuths w^'eie known 
Who would not be once moie undone 
Foi tiuth has always dangei int. 

And here, perhaps, may cioss some hint. 
We have aheady agieed upon. 

And vainly fiustiate all weVe done, 

Only to mike new woik foi Stubbes, ' 

And all the academic clubs 


^ TTctiry Stubbe i plivsiu in one of tliG iblost opponents of the 
Eo} 'll SocKty He nib bom m Lmco^nshiit in i63i 'hhI educated 
tit Oxfoid, nhcie he held the Mtu itionof becond kcepci of the Bodleun 
Libro.ry foi sevci al y( 'll s, but wa-s itnio\e(l liom it ni i(559 inconse- 
quence of hiving wutton sonic piccc& reflecting on the ckigy tind the 
XJnivcibities He first came into notice is i mathoin iticnn m the dib- 
putebetneen. Hobbes and AVillib espousing the side of the loimor» 
and n hen the cail} opeiations of the Ko\ il Society btg'in to stimu- 
late dibcusbion, ind open up quesiiona alketing the Aiistoteli in philo- 
sophy, he cnteicd the iiena against Spi it incl GI'itimI Ihe foiinc# 
published Ins Histor// of tfie Jioi/nl So(ut7/ in i(5(S7, md the latter lub 
PlusUltia a ti act on the pio,^iessof knowledge, m 1668 lo these 
"woiks stubbe rr plied m i qu xrto volume entitled Legends no , 

together tmth the Phis Ultra fidiieed to a A^on Phii This woik, no less 
remarkable foi its \ ist le lining than its bittu nes«i and sei only led to 
a con o'V Cl w hieh lasted tor a considt rablc time, and w ib cai 1 icd oil 
with gi cat aceibity The icmiindcr of Stubbe's life was passed m 
lierpetual conflicts, n Inch vt ere suddenly teiminated by Ins dcithin 
1676 Having been c tiled upon to visit a pitient at some distince in 
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How mncli then ought have a caie, 
That no man know abo\e hib shaie^ 

Noi dare to undei stand, hencefoith, 

Moie than his contiibutions woith^^ 

That those who’ve pui chased of the college 
A sliaie, 01 half a shaie of knowledge, 

And brought in none, but spent leputo, 
Should not b’ admitted to disjiute, 

Nor any man pietend to know 
Moie than his dividend comes to, 

Foi paitneis have been alwa\s knowm 
To cheit then public niteiest pi one. 

And, if we do not look to ouis, 

’Tis suie to lun the self-same couise ’ 

This said, the whole assembly allowed 
The doctiine to be light and good. 

And, fioni the tinth of what they’d heaid, 
Hesolved to gne truth no legaid, 

Tut what was foi then turn, to vouch, 
And eithei find, or make it such 
That ’twas moie noble to ci^ate 
Things like tiuth, out of stiong conceit. 
Than, with vexatious pains and doubt, 

To find, 01 think t’ ha\ e found hei out 
This being lesolved, thev, one by one, 
Teviewed the tube, the mouse, and moon, 
Eut still, the narrowei they piyed, 

The moie they weie unsatisfied, 


says ood, ‘ being intoxicated with bibbmg but moie with talking 
and bnuihng of po\\dei he -Mis, diOMued m attempting to crobb a 
river Hisi bod> was found the next di;f and liib old intagoni«t, 
Glanvil who hippenedto be the lectoi , pleached his funeial beimon 
Wood whowab coiitempoiai> with btubbe at Oxfoid, pionounces a 
panegyric upon hit, eiudition and the boldness and geneio&it} of his 
charaotei , but sa>slhat tlie-'C qualities weie allied with so much want 
of self respect, indbiich laxity of principle and conduct as to (hupme 
him ot the position and influence amongst soholais which ne ipiii>t 
otlicrw ise liav e obt lined 

* The contiibution to the Society agieed. to in i55o, ‘ towards the 
defraying of occasional cliaiges, was one sshillmg w eekl> 
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In no one thing, they saw, agieeing. 
As if they’d seveial faiths of seeing 
Some swore, upon a second view 
That all they’d seen before was tine, 
And that they never would lecant 
One syllable of th’ elephant , 

Avowed his snout could be no mouse’s, 
But a true elephant’s proboscis 
Otheis began to doubt, and waver, 
TJnceitam which o’ th’ two to favoui. 
And knew not whethei to espouse 
The cause of th’ elephant oi mouse 
Some held no way so oithodox 
To tiy it, as the ballot-box,^ 

And, like the nation’s patiiots. 

To find, or make, the tiutli by votes 
Others conceived it much moie fit 
T’ unmount the tube, and open it , 
And, foi their jirivate satisfaction, 

To re-examme the ‘ Transaction,’ t 
And aftei explicate the lest, 

As they should find cause foi the best 
To this, as th’ only expedient. 

The whole assembly gave consent. 

But eie the tube was half let down, 

It cleared the fiist phenomenon, 

JFoi, at the end, prodigious swaims 
Of flies, and gnats, like men in aims, 


* The mode of election adopted by the Society The custom of 
balloting had only recently been intioduced into England The 
earliest notice of the use of a ballot bo\ is that of i political club 
which held its meetings in i659 at Miles Coffee house, m Westminster 
It IS mentioned by W ood 

t In the edition of iSzz the capital initial letter ot this word, which 
appeals in Ihyer’s edition, is removed, ind a small letter substituted, 
by w’^ch the play upon the meaning evidently intended by Butler, is 
destroyed That Butlei meant to einpha«!i/e the woid is confiimcd m 
the second ve.ibi on of the poem whtie it is printed m italics The 
editoi of iSza has i ather nicon'^istentlv piesciyedthe reidmginthe 
beoond 'icision winch he had rejected m the hist 
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Had all pasbed miistei, by mischance, 

Both foi the Sub, and Piivolvans 
This being discoveied, put them all 
Into a flesh, and dercei biawl, 

-Ashamed, that men so giave and wise 
Should be oaldesed by gnats and flies, 

And take the feeble insects swaims 
Bor mighty troops of men at arms 
As vam as those, who, when the Moon 
Bright in a ciystal iiver shone, 

Thiew casting-nets as subtly at hei, 

To catch and pull her out o’ th’ watei 
But when they had unsciewed the glass, 

To find out wheie th’ impostoi was, 

And saw the mouse, that by mishap 
Had made the telescope a tiap. 

Amazed, confounded, and afflicted, 

To be so openly con\icted, 

Immediately they get them gone, 

With this discovery alone 
That those who greedily pin sue 
Things wondeiful, mstead of true. 

That in their speculations choose 
To make discoveries stiange news, 

And natural histoiy a g ette 
Of tales stupendous, and fai-fet , 

Hold no truth woithy to be known, 

That IS not huge and overgiown, 

And explicate appeal ances, 

Hot as they aie, but as they please, 

In vain strii e nature to suboin. 

And, for then pains, aie paid with scorn t 


* Seevol 11 p 53,notet 

t This moral application of tlie story relieves the satire fro the 
imputation of being an indiscnmmate attack on the 1 ibours of the 
Eoyal Society It distinguishes cle uly between the legitimate objects 
ot philosophical and scic-ntihc investigation, and the idle vanities 
upon which so much time was wasted m the early jears of that Insti- 
tution 
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IV LOVG \FRSE 

[' Aftee the aiithoi had finibhed this stoiy in shoit veiso, he 
took it into his held to attempt it in long That this was 
composed allei the othei is manifest fioin its being wrote 
opposite to it upon a vacant sime papei ’ — T 

ThatButle) impioved the situ e lenothening themeasuie 
may be doubted Tbe puxigency of the huinoni is wcikened 
bv dilution, and sometimeo evipoi ites altogothci The me- 
chauK il pio(ess ot filling out the linos by rreiely mtioducing 
iddiLumil s\ 11 cibles, without imputing additional weight to 
the cxpicssion, is appaient thioughout The loss ot idiomatic 
sticngth is coiisideiable, and theie is no compensating gam 
in in niCT cased \olume oi thought It is evident tint this 
long vcifac did not suit the genius of Butlei, and that, in this 
intotance st leist, he found it unm mage ible The \eise is 
geneialh languid, and di igs heavily tliiouglioiit 
But this second veision ol the poem is valuible in othei 
lespects Its vaiiitions occasionally hung out the intention 
of the wiitei nioie fully than the oiigmil, and some new 
line*- intcispeised in difieient places indicale nioie distinctly 
the application ol paitmulai pissages The variations aie, 
foi the most pait, ^ulhcientl}^ obvious, whciovei they call lor 
special ohscivation, attention is diavvn to them m the notes 
The new lines aie, in ill cases, enclosed in hiackcts J 

A YIETXJOUS, learned Society, of late 
The piide and gloiy of a foieign stifce, 

Made an agiee^nent, on a suminei’s night, 

To seaicli the Moon at full, by her oivn lights 
To take a peifcct inventoiy of all 
Hei leal foi tunes, oi hei personal, 

^ And make a geometiical suivey 

Of all her lands, and how liei country lay, 

As accuiate as that of Ireland, where 
The sly surveyor’s sard t’ have sunk a shire 
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T’ obseive liei countiy\ climate, liow ’t^as planted, 

And what she most abounded with, oi wanted, 

And diaw maps of hei piophest situations 
For settling, and electing new plantations, 

If ever the Society should incline 
T’ attempt so gieat and gioiions a design 
[A task 111 vain, unless the Geinian Kepler 
Had found out a discovery to people hci/ 

And stock hei countiy vith inhabitants 

Of militaiy men, and elephants 

Foi th’ ancients only took her foi a piece 

Of led-hot non, as big as Peloponese,f 

Till he appealed, foi which, sonae viite, she sent 

Upon his tube as stiange a punishment ] 

This was the only puipose of then meeting, 

Foi which they chose a time, and place most fitting , 
When, at the full, hei equal shaies of light 
And influence weie at then gieatest height 
And now the lofty telescope, the scale, 

Fy which they ventuie heaven itself t’ assail, 

Was laised, and planted full against the Moon, 

And all the lest stood leady to fall on, 

Impatient, who should bear away the honoui 
To plant an ensign, fiist of all upon her 
When one who, foi his solid deep belief, 

Was chosen virtuoso then in chief, 

Kcplei mamt lined that it would toe piacticatole to estatolish colo- 
nies m tlie moon, as soun as the ait of fl} mg should toe invented and 
assei tccl tli at his own countr> men w oul d be the first to execute the design 
Ihib opinion assumed the whole question at issue, and took for gi anted 
the existence ot an atnio&pheie, of which up evidences hai e been dis- 
coicrcd up to the piesent time ‘ The moon,’ si^s Sir John Her'.chel 
has no clouds noi an/ othei indicitioii's of an atmospluie Were 
thcie any, it could not fill to toe pciceivcd in the oceultations of stais, 
and the phenomcni of oUr eclipses ’ Ot the ijossibility of sustaining 
animil litc in the moon, the same writei otoseives, that * owing to the 
w int of an , it seems impossible that any forms of life anola^us to 
those on eaith can subsist thcie No appearance indicating icgetation 
or the slightest \aiiition of surface which can fuily toe asciibcd to 
change of se ison, c in anywhere be discov ered ’ — J^naiit>a on Abti onomy 
t these lines oeeui in Mudibiat, — bee \ol u p 4'^"' 
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Had been approved the most piofound, and wise 
At solving all impossibilities, 

With gravity advancing, to apply 
To th’ optic glass his penetrating eye, 

Cl led out, — ‘ 0 stiange*’ — ^then reinforced his sight 
Against xlie Moon with all his ait and might, 

And bent the muscles of his pensive blow, 

As if he meant to staie and gaze her thiough, 
While all the rest began as much t’ admire, 

And, like a powdei-tiam, fiom him took hre, 
Surpiised with dull amazement beforehand. 

At what they would, but could not understand,. 
And giew impatient to discover, what 
The mattei was, they so much wondeied at 
Quoth he, ‘ The old inhabitants o’ th’ Moon, 
Who, when the Sun shines hottest about noon, 

Are wont to live in cellais under giound, 

Of eight miles deep, and moie than eighty round. 
In which at once they use to foitify 
Against the sunbeams, and the enemy, 

Aie counted boiough-towns and cities there, 

Eecause th’ inhabitants aie civillei 

Than those rude countiy peasants, that are found, 

Like mountain eeis, to live on th’ uppei giound, 

Hamed Privolvans, with whom the others are 

Peipetually in state of open wai 

And now both aimies, moi tally eniaged, 

Are in a fieice and bloody hght engaged, 

And many fall on both sides killed and slam. 

As by the telescope ’tis cleai and plain 
Look in it quickly t^ien, that eveiy one 
May see his share before the battle s done ’ 

At this, a famous great philosophei, 

Admiied, and celebiated far and ncai, 

Asxne of wondious singular imention, 

And equal universal compiehension, 

[By which he had composed a pedlai’s jargon, 

Poi all the woild to leain, and use in baigam, 
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An imiver&al canting idiom, 

To nndcibtand the s^vlllglng pendiilam,'' 

And to communicxte, in ail debigns, 

With th’ Eastern vntuoso-mandaiine&J 
Applied an optic neive and half a no^e 
To th' end and centie of the engine, close 
For he had, veiy lately, imdeitook 
To vindicate, and publish in a hook, 

That men, ■whose native eyes aie blind, or out, 
May by moie admuable ait, be bi ought 
To see with empty holes as well and plain, 

As if then eyes had been put in again 

This gieat man, theicfoie, ha-vmg hxed his sight 
T’ ob^eive the bloody foimidable hght, 

Consideied caiefuliy, and then ciied out3, 

‘ ’Tis true, the battle’s desperately fought , 

The gallant Suhvolvans begin to laiiy, 

And iiom then tienclies valiantly sally, 

To fall upon the stubborn enemy, 

Who feai fully begin to lout and fly 


* See vol 11 p 53, note 1 By thi*^ allusion (which occurs in an 
inteipolated pi&bige) it would appeal that the pertoii intended to be 
satinzed was Sn Ghiibtopher Wren, who w is, the hist to suggest the 
detciimnation of a standard measuie of length by the -vibration ot the 
pendtilum — bee bpiat- Ilibt lloijal Sol Butler has treated this dis- 
co\ciy -with ridicule, in a note on Mudihiab, seevol ii p 53» note t but 
its importance h-^s been fully established by subsequent obsertations 
An e-vcellent / ebumc of the pe ndulum expcnuicnts which ha-v e been made 
in the present century, with a view to the settlement of a standard of 
measiue, will be found in Mr Welds Ihbt Poyal Soc vol u p 35a 
€t seq Wien made many useful eontiibutions to science in the early 
part of his caieei, and was, d stmgui&hcd as a mathematician before he 
embarked in those uiidertakmgo with which his fame is associated 
‘He devoted himself much to astronomv, svyi, Piofessor Poweli, ‘and 
became Professor oi that science at Ovfoid in i<S 7 o, as -well as m 
Oiesham College , he also enteied largclv into the dj namical questions 
then discusaed by the English philosophcis and Huvghens, but ulti- 
mately his maginiicent ai clntectural laboms withdrew him entirely 
from the pui suits ot abstiact science — JSat Phil Ihe l^es 
winch immediately follow this allusion rcfei, as aliexdy noticed, tO 
Sir Kenelm Digby, see anU, p 1 5 , note t so that this de&ciiption can- 
not be considered as the portrait of an individual 
III EUaLER 
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These pz'ltiy clommceimg Pii'volvans 
Have, e\tij snmmei -season, then campaigns, 

And mnstei, like the militaiy sons 
Of Ha V' head, and victoiious Bloodyhones, 

As gieat and nmneions as Solan d geese 
r til’ ^uminei -islands of the Oi cades," 

Coinageously to make i dieadful stand, 

And holdly face then neighhouis hand to Iiind, 
Until the peiceful, longed-loi vintei s come, 

And then disband, and much in tinimph home 
And spend the icst of all -che }eai in lies, 

And ^apoming of then unknown victoiics 
Pioni th’ old Aicidiius they have been believed 
To be, befoie the Moon heise'^f, dciived. 

And, when hci oib was fiist of ill cicated, 

To be fiom thence, to people hei, tiansLitcd 
P 01 as those people had been long i eputed, 

Of all the Pcloiionnesians, the most stupid, 

Whom nothing in the woild could evei bung 
T enduxe the civil life, but hddleing, 

They evei since letam the antique coiuse, 

And native fienzy of then anccstois, 

And always use to sing, and fiddle to 
Things of the most impoitint weight they do ’ 
While thus the vntuoso cntei tains 
The whole is^embly vitli tlio PinoHans, 

Anothei sophist, but of less idiovn, 

Though longei obseivitioii of the Moon,t 

* 'Ihis IS one of the. mstinccs in 'which the extension of the mcn'-uie 
his not only ^vtlku)ed the point, but by midvcrttnte injmcd the 
sense In the fii&t version the line st indb — - 

I til islands of the Oicadcs , 

but two Syllables being lequned to put this into ‘long veisc, the 
iblandb are expanded into ‘ summer isl inds ’ a description which is 
curiously erroneous in reference to the Oicadts 
'"'In the short veise thib couplet luns — 

Another of is great renown, 

And solid judgment in the Hoon 

Though the vanation in words is small, obsenes IMi Thver, * it 
makes a consideiable dilleience in the chaiactcx llubputot the 
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That imdeibtood the difiaience of Ixai soils, 

And A^hich piodaced tht iaiie'^t genot-mo} Ics , 
[But loi an unpaid weekly shilling s pension/ 

Had tiued foi wit and judgment, ind indention ,J t 

Who, aftei poiing tedious and haid 

111 th’ optic-engine, gave a stait, and staied, 

And thus began — A siiangei sight appeaxs, 

Than e\ei jet v as seen in all the spheies, 

A gieatei wondei nioie unpaiallcled 
Thin evei nioital tube, oi eje beheld, 


dm acter, e«peci"lU -ib prc\iously gi\en, applies much more ob^ louslj 
to Newton th ai to Lveh n a ■'Uppo&ition whicli i& bticHjftheucd by d 
subbtquent line — Ste ci umar note 

fall I.-iac Istwtoii beems to be plainly indicated neie When lie 
wib eltcted a Fellov ot tin. Koval 'society in 1671 he w tb sad j 
h i\e been bO pooi that he wis obliged to applj to the isoe etv h)i i 
di penbat on to exempt 1 im fiom the UbUal eonaibution ol a bhilling i 
week which all tlie othei Fellow b icgultily pnd 

t This couplet lb subbtitutea foi the follow mg ir the blioit n e ..ui e — 
And m the registei of fime 
Had enteied liib long living name 

Ml Thver infoi ms iib that Butlei had added tin t o following lines 
to this characte but aftciw iids crosbcd then out liie mei-ure of 
these lines indicdies that they were intended fox mbe tioai lu the fiist 
draft of the poem — 

And til bt found out the building Paul’b, 

A id paving London with sea coals 
■Wien would seem to be heie again lefened to and xf “o the allusion 
brings down the poem to within a Kw >eai 01 the death of Butki, 
the fust stone of St Pauls having been laid in 1675 Coiisideiah e 
impiovementb weie raide m the stieets after the 1 Cbtorition in 
166 j and 1570 Acts weie pubsed foi rebuilding the City aftei the I iie 
of 1666, and the ‘paving London with sea coals is probablv a 
bantei upon the nnmeioub schemes which were launched at that time 
for tlieie-conbtruction of the city One of these wib b> U len, who 
presented his project to tbe King, by whom it was submitted to the 
Council E\ elyn al 0 designed ‘ a plot for a'^ew citv with a disco irse 
upon it wliieii he submuted to hi-' Mijestj and Hooke laid beioie 
tile Ro>al bociety a model foi rebuilding the city in tieets of stiaight 
lines, w lull cross stieets lunnmg out of them at right angles, which 
was so much appioved of by the Lord Havor and xVUleimcn that they 
prefeiifcd it to the plan drawn up by their own sm^evoi Ihe <^er 
ness with which these plans weie huriied forwaid is shown m a letter 
from E\ elj n to Sir ‘samuel fuk^ ‘ I presented his M ije st’^ he w ntes, 
‘with my own conceptions, w- Inch was the second within twoda^s 
after tne conflagration, but Dr \\ len got the stait of 
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A eloplnnt fiom oae of tliose 

T’="vO iiglitipo aiiiacs ib at lengtli Lioke loose, 

And -vvibli tlie dcb 2 )eiate lioiioi of the hght 
Api^eais auntzed, and in a dieidiul flight, 

Look qnicivly, lest the only sight of us 
Should cause the stuiled c.extuie to imhobs 
It IS a laige one, and appeus moie gieat 
Than evei 3Tab piodiiced in Afiic yet, 

Liom will oil we confidently nixy infei. 

The Moon i])peais to he the fiuitfullci 
And since, of old, the might} Pyiihus bi ought 
Those living cabtles fiist of all, ’tis tliought, 
Against the Homan aimy in the field, 

It may a ^alid aigument be hold, 

The siine Aioidia being hut a piece, 

As his dominions were, of antique Gieece, — 

To indicate, whafc this illiistiious peison 
Has made so learned and noble a dxbcouibC on, 
And given us ample satisf iction all 
Of th’ ancient Pi ivol vans’ oiiginal 
That elephants ue leally m the Moon, 

Although oui foifcune had discovoitd none. 

Is eisily made plain, and man dost, 

Snice fiom the gieatest oi])s down to the least, 

All uthei globes of stais and constellations 
H«?vf cattle in ’em of ill soits ind nations, 

And hea\en, like i noitbein Tai tax’s hoidc, 

Witli numeions <ind mighty dioves is stoicd 
And if the hLoon can but pioduce by iiituie 
A people of so laige and vast a statuie, 

’Tis moie than pig^bable, she should hung foith 
A gieatei bleed of beasts, too, than the eaith. 

As by the best accounts we ha've, appeals 
Of all oui ciediblest discovereis, 

A^nd, that those vast and inonstious cieatuies there 
Aie not such fai-fet i xiities, as heie ’ 

Mcnn while th assembly now had had a sight 
Of all distinct paiticulais o’ th’ fight, 
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And eveiy man mtli diligence a ad cue 
Pei used and vie^ved of tlx’ elephant Ins sliaie, 

Pioud of hib equal inteiest in the gloiy 
Of so stupendous and lenowiied a stoiy^ 

When one, who foi his fame and excellence 
In heightening ot woids, and shaaowmg sense. 

And magnifying all he e^ei wiit 
With delicate and miciobcojnc wnt, 

Had long been magnified himself no less 
In toieign and donie<^tiC colleges, 

Began at last, tianspoited with the t\yang 
Of his own elocution, thus t’ haiangue 

^Most vutuous, and mcompaiahle ti lends, 

This gieat discoveiy fully makes amends 
Poi all oui foimei unsuccessful pains 
And lost expenses of om time and biam^, 

Foi by this admiiable phenomenon, 

We now have gotten giound upon the Moon, 

And gamed a piss t’ engage, and hold dispute 
With all the othei planets that stand out 
And caiiy on this brave and vutuous wai 
Home to the dooi of tli’ obstmatest stai , 

And plant th’ aitilleiy of oin optic tubes 
Against the pioadesfc of then magnitudes, 

To stietch oui futuie victoiies bej'Ond 
The utteimost of planetaiy giound. 

And plant oui wailike engines, ^nd our ensigns 
Upon the fixed stais’ spacious dimensions, 

To piove, if they aie othei suns, oi not, 

As some philosopheis have wisely thought, 

Oi only windows in the empyiei^m, 

Thiough which those biigbt efflu\ias use to come 
Which Aichimede, so mmy yeais ago, 

Bui at ne^ ei ventuie, hut to wush to know t 

Two lines in the first copy ai^ heie omitted — 

Like flames of liic, as othei b gucb'^, 

That shine i’ th mouths of furn iocs 
t By a judicious transpo'^itxon of thib coni let, a parenthesis, wl ch 
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Nox iS tlii^ all, tint ^vo liiTo now aclatned, 

But gieatei things' — Hcnccftnlli to be believed. 
And have no nioie oui best, oi woist d^. signs, 
Because tli0}’ie ouis, susjiected foi ill signs 
T’ oai-thiow, and magnify, and to enhige, 

Sliali, lienccfoith, be no moie lud to oiu chaige, 
Noi shall 0111 heat and ahlesfc Mitiiosos 
Piove aiguments ag iin foi cofft'e-hou:>cs , ' 

[ISToi little stones gam lielief among 
Oui Cl itic all cst judges light oi wiong ] 

Nor shall oui new-in\cnted ch mots diaw 
The hoj/s to coiiise us m ’em without law 
[Make chips of elms pioducc the laigcst tiees,t 
Oi sowing saw-dust fuiiush nui senes J 
No moie oiii heading daits, a savunging one' 

With buttei only haidencd in the sun, 

Oi men that use to -whistle loud enougli 
To be lie aid by otheis plainly five miles off § 

Cause all the lost, ave own and have a-vowtd, 

To be b( he-v ed as despei atcly loud ] 

Noi shall OUI futuie speculation^, wliethei 
An eldei-stick will lendei all the Ic itlici 
Of schoolboys’ biocche^ pi oof agiinst the lod, 

Mc<.ke all we undcit iko appnai as odd 

impelled the cuiicni oi the dcauiption in tlie iirst copy, is here 
oidcd 

* I'lom tins pHcc to the end of the speech the 'vaii'itions me 
niimei ous 

t llK illusion IS to a coinnumic'ition hv “^pi it in whmh 'imoncrst 
othu nnttus, he an iccount ol i mctliod ot gioning dmb fioni 
chips 

$ Possibly *1 banter upon the attempt to piodiicc corn by so\\ing 
the ‘ rained seed, alluded to in a picMou? note 
§ See “Sprats IJtst Roy &oc for the t^^o stories hcie referred to 
which ^\ere rclatKl in a ti ict by some meich ints who had ascended to 
the siiTOinit of the Peak of leneiitlc ilieie is an cva^Teration in 
Hutlci ta vcision of tlie dnts lieided with butter hut the anecdote of 
tlic'^en who whistled loud enough to be hciiel Ii\c imles oil !& accu 
1 itcly rendered as it is £ri\en b> the meich into, who uld Ihit to bi in 
a loom with these whisthis w is enouirh to endanecer the d mp mum of 
the e ir one of the nan itois declaim^ tbit he could not he ir perfectly 
loi fifteen d i} s alterwaids 
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Tins one cIibCO\eiy yill pio\e enougli 
To take all past and futuie standak oil 
Eut since the woild ib so mciedulous 
Of all oui usual sciutimes and ns, 

And with a constant piejudicc pieven+s 
Oui best, as well as woi^t eNpeiiment's, 

As if they ^^ele all destined to miscaiiy, 

As yell in conceit tiled as solitaiy 
And that th’ assembly is nnccitain when 
Such gieat disco veiies will occni again, 

’Tis leasonable, we should, at least, concme 
To diaw up a^ exact a naiiatne 
01 that which eveiy man of ns can sweai, 

Oui eyes tlieinsohes ha\e plainl}- seen appeal , 
That, ylien Tis fit to publish the account, 

We all may tike oui se\eial oaths upont’ 

This said, the whole assanhly gave consent 
To dr lying up th’ authentic instiument, 

And, foi the nation’s geneial satistactioii, 

To punt, and own it m thou next ‘Tiansaction * 
But while then ablest men weie dia'^ving up 
The wondeiful memoir o tli’ telescope, 

A membei peeping in the tube by chance, 

Beheld the elephant begin t’ advance. 

Tint fiom the west-by-north side of the Moon 
To th’ east-hy-south was m a moment gone 
This being i elated, gave a sudden stop 
To all then gianclees had been drawing up, 

And eveiy peison was amazed a-new. 

How such a stiinge siupiisal should he tine, 

Or any beast peifoim so gieat a lace, 

So swift and lapid, m so short a space, 

Besolved, as suddenly, to make it good, 

Oi lender all as fanly as they could, 


^ The Society d^chned to hold itself responsible as a collc'^nt 
bod} loi the opinions or e'vpcnmcnts of individuil I cUoi\s bit this 

ijrLcnition did not piotect its icputation fiom being d imiged by the 
vision 11 y tlieoiieb of itb mcnibcis 
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And rathei cliose then o^n eyes to condemn, 

Th in question, what they had beheld \\ ith the n 
Willie eveiy one ivas thus lesolved, a man 
Of gieat esteem and ciedit thus he^an 
^’Tis stiange T giant’ hut who alas' can say, 
What cannot be, oi justly can, and niay^ 
Especially at so hugely wide and vist 
A distance, as this miiacle is placed, 

Wheie the least eiioi ot the glass, oi siiiht, 

May lendei things amiss, but nevei ijght'2 
Koi can we tiy them, when they be so fai off, 

Ey any equal siihlunaiy pi oof 

Eoi who can justify that natuie theie 

Is tied to the same laws she acts by heie? 

Kor IS it piobable she has infused 
Int’ eveiy species, in the Moon pioduced, 

The same efibits, she uses to contei 
Upon the veiy same pioductions heie, 

Since thosG upon the eaith, ot soveial nations, 

Are found t’ have such piodigious \aiiations, 

And she affects so constantly to use 

Yaiioty in e’veiy thing she does 

Eiom hence may be inhiied, that, though I giant, 

W'e have beheld i’ tlf Moon an elqdiant, 

That elephant may ch ance to diiiei so 
Eiom those with us, n}>on the eaiih below, 

Both in his Imlk, as well as foice and speed, 

As being of a diffeient kiml and liiced, 

That though ’tis tiue, om oavn aie ])ut slow-paccd, 
Theiis tlieie, pci haps, may fly, oi lun as fast, 

And yet be veiy elephants, no less 
Than those dcii'vcTd fiom Indian families ’ 

This said, anothei member of gieat woith, 
Earned for the learned woiks he Imd put toith, 

[In which the maniieily and modest authoi 
^jotes the Eight Worshipful, his eldci biothei,] 
Looked wnsc a while, then said — ^ Ail this is tiue, 
And veiy learnedly obseived by yoii_, 
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But tlieies another nobiei leason foi t, 

That, lightly ob^ei^ed, will fall but little shoit 
Of solid mathematic demonsti ation, 

XTpon a lull and peifeet calculation 

And that lo onty this — As th’ Eaitli and lloon 

Do constantly move contiaiy upon 

Then seveial axes, the lapidity 

Of both then motions cannot iaxl to be 

So violent, and natuially fast, 

That laigei distances may veil be past 
In less time than the elephant has gone, 

Although he had no motion of his own, 

^Yhlch we on eaith can take no me asm e of. 

As you have made it e-vident by pioot 
This granted, we may confidently hence 
Claim title to anothci infeiencc, 

And make this wondeiful phenomenon, 

Were theie no othei, seive oui turn alone, 

To vindicate the giand hypothesis, 

And pio've tiie motion of the Eaith fiom this’ 

Tins said, th’ assembly now was satisfied, 

As men aie soon upon the biassed side, 

With gieat applause leceived th’ admiied dispute, 
And grew moie gay, and busk, and icsolute. 

By having, light oi wiong, lemoved all doubt, 

Than if th’ occasion nevei had fallen out, 

Resolving to coinjilete then nariative, 

And punctually insert this stiange letiieve 
But, while their giandees weie diveited all 
With nicely wording the memoiial, 

The footboys foi then own diveision too, 

As having nothing, now, at all to do, 

And when they saw the telescope at leism e, 

Turned vmtuosos, only foi then pleasuie, 

With dulls’ and monkeys’ ingenuity, 

That take delight to piactise all they see,'* 

* Thjei prints thi-s as i nexv coujjlet, o\erlool ingit m the oiigiiial, 
whue it ocfupicb a dillcieut place 
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Legan to state and g ize upon the T\[ounj 
As those they ^\altcd on, ]>ofoie had done 
When one, whose tnin it was, by chance, to peep, 
Saav something in the lofty engine cieep, 

And, viewing caiefully, disco veiod moie 
Than ali^ieit niasteis hit upon befoie 
Quoth he, — ^ 0 stiange* a lifctle thing is slunk 
On th’ inside of the long stai -gazing tinnk, 

And now is gotten down so low and nigli, 

I have him heie dnectly ’g unst mine eye ’ 

Tins chancing to he o\ciheaid hy one, 

Who was not, yet, so hugely ovcigiown 
In any philoso]duc obseivation, 

As to conclude -with mcie iniagm ition ; 

And yet he made immc'chatcly a guess 
At fully solving all appeal an cos, 

A plainei way, and moie significant, 

Than all then hints had pioved o’ th’ elephant, 
And quickly found, ujiGn a second view, 

Ills own conjectuie, piobably, most tiue, 

For he no soonei had applied his eye 
To th’ optic engine, but iinmech itely 

lound a small held-mouso wis gotten ni 
TliO hollow telescope, and, shut hetw ecn 
The two glass- windows, clostly lu n stiamt, 

Was magnified into in elephant, 

And piovod the ha])py Millions occasion 
Of all this deep ind leniitd dissent aUon 
And as a might}' mountain hcnetofoie 
Is said t’ h ive been begot with child, and hoie 
A silly mouse, this cajitne mouse, as stiange, 
Produced anotlici mountain in evchange 

Mean wliile the giandees, long in consultation, 
Had finished the miiaciuous nauatiou, 

And set then hands and seals, and sense, and wit, 
T’ attest and \ouch the truth of all th’ had writ , 
When this nnfoxtmiafce plienomcnon 
Confounded all they liacl declared and done 
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Foi no soonei told and limtcd at, 

But all the icbt -v^eie in a tumult btiiiglit, 

Moie hot and liniuusly emaged by id, 

Than both the liobtb that in the liloon made yai, 

To find so laie ^nd admiiable a hint, ^ 

When they hid all agieed, and owoin t’ ha\e seeiit, 
And had engaged themselves to make it out, 

Obsti noted ivith a \\i etched paltiy doubt 

When one, whose only task was to dote i mine, 
And solve the voist appeal ances of veimin, 

Y/ho oft had maele piofound dibco^eiies 
In fiogs and toads, as well as lats and mice, 

Though not so cuiious and exact, ’tis tiue, 

As minv an exquisite lat-citohei knew, 

Aftei he had a while w ith signs m icle v ay 
Foi something peitinent, he had to say, 

[At last pi e\ ailed — Quoth he,] ^ Tjua disquisition 
Is, the one half of it, iii my discission. , 

Foi though ’tis tiue the elephant, as boast, 

Belongs, of natuial light, to all the icst, 

The niou&e, thats but a paltiy veimin, none 
Can claim a title to, but I alone , 

And theiefoie humbly hope, I may be heaid 
In my own piovmce fieely, with legaid 
It is no wonder that we aie ciied down. 

And made the table-talk of all the towm. 

That lants and vapouis still, foi all oui gieat 
Designs and piojects, w’ ha\e done nothing yet, 

If evoiy one have libeity to doubt, 

When some gicat seciet’s moie than h<df made out, 
Because, ^leihaps, it will not hold out tiue, 

And put a stop to all w’ attempt to do 
As no gi eat action evei has been done, 

Nor evei s like to be, by tiiitli alone, 

If nothing else but only tiutli w’ allow, 

’Tis no gieat mittei what w’ intend to do^, 


^ Tlic&e ^^ords supply a blank in the bist copj 
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Foi tiutli IS ah\ays too loscived and cliaste, 

T’ enduie to be by all tlie toMii embiaced^ 

A solitaiy anclioiite that dwells 
Betiied fiom all the woild, m obsciue cells, 
Disdains ill giecd assemblies, and defies 
The pi ess and ciowd of mixed societies, 

That use to deal in novelty and change, 

Not of things tiue, Imt gieat, and laie and stiange. 
To entertaiii the woild vvith what is fit 
And propel loi its genius, and its wit , 

The woilJ, that’s nevei found to set esteem 
On what things aie, but what th’ appeal, and seem, 
And if they a^ e not ^vondeiful and new, 

They’ie ne’ei the bettei foi then being tiue 
[Foi what IS tiuth, oi knowledge, but a kind 
Of wantonness and luxuiy o’ th’ mind, 

A gicedme«=^ and gliitton^y o’ the biain, 

That longs to oat foi bidden finit agun, 

And glows moie desperate, like the woi 4 diseases 
Upon the noblei pait, the mind, it seizes'?] 

And what hxs mankind ever g lined by knowing 
His little tiiiths, unless his own undoing, 

That piuclently by natme had been hid(Ien, 

And, only foi his gicatei good, foibiddcn? 

And, thoiefoie, with as gicat disci etion does 
The woild endeavoui still bo keep it close, 

For if tlie seciets of all tiuths weie known, 

Who would not, once moie, be as much undone'? 
Foi tiuth IS nevei without danger mt, 

As heie it has d opined us of a hint 
The whole assembly had agiecd upon, 

And utteily defeated all w’ had done, 

[By giving footboys leave to inteipose, 

And disappoint, whatevex we piopose,] 

^01 nothing hut to cut out woik foi Stubbes 
And all the busy academic clubs, 


* III the next half-rlo-^-e 1 lines the idea is bi ought out more effee 
ti\ely than m the 'ihoit xuc bUie 
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[Fox tliey have de^ei^'erl to lun tlie iifeks 

Of eldei -sticks, "■ and penitential fiisks ] 

Howmncli then ought we have a special caie, 

That none piesmne to know above his shaie, 

ISToi take upon him t’ nndei stand, hence|ortli, 

Moie than his weekly contiibntion’s wo^th 
That all those, that have pin chased oi the college 
A half, 01 but a quaitei share of knowkdge 
And bioiight none in themselves, but spent lepute, 
Should nevei be admitted to dispute , 

Noi any membei undeitake to know 
Moie than his equal dividend comes to^ 

Foi paitneis have peipetualiy been known 
T’ impose upon then public inteiest pi one. 

And if we have not gieatei cue oi ouis 
It will be suie to lun the self-same com be ’ 

This said the whole society allo\ 7 ed 
The doctime to he oithodov, and good. 

And fioin th’ a})paient tiuth of wdiat th’ had he ud, 
Ee^olved, hencefoith, to give tiuth no legaid, 

Uut whit was foi then inteiests to v-ouch, 

And eithei find it out, oi make it such 
That ’twas moie admiiable to cieate 
Inventions, like tiuth, out of stiong conceit, 

Than with vexatious study, pains, and doubt, 

To find, 01 but suppose t’ hav e found it out 
This being lesolved, th’ assemlly, one by one, 
Beview ed the tube, the elephant, and Moon , 

But still the moie, and curiouser they piyed. 

They but became the moie unsatisfied, 

In no one thing, they gazed upoi^ agieemg, 

As if th’ had difieient pimoiples oi seeing 
Some boldly swoi e, upon b second new, 

That all they had beheld befoie, w as tiue, 

And damned themselves, they never would lecant^ 
One syllable th’ had seen of th’ elephant , 


* AllndiTi!? to a old ‘^tlppOa^tlon that il boys verc bca^'en with 
an cldei stiok it ■v\ould biop tliai ^ro\*th 
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Avowed his sliripe and snout could be no mouse’ b, 
But 1 tiiie natiual elepliaut’s pioboseis 
Otlieis began to doubt is inucli, and wavci, 
TJnceitam wliicb to disallow, oi fivoui, 

[Until t]jey bad as many cross lesohos, 

As Iiislimcn tbit ba\e been burned to wmlves^]” 
And giew disti acted, wbctboi to espouse 
Tbc paity of tbe ele2)bint oi mouse 

Some beld, tbeie was no way so oitliodox, 

As to 1 efei it to tbe ballot-box , 

And, like some otbei nation’s Pitiiots, 

To bnd it out, oi make tbe iiutli, by \otes 
Otbei b weie of opinion, ’twas nioie fit 
T unmount tbe telescope, and open it, 

And loi tboii own ind all men’s satislaetiou, 

To seucb ind i e-ex amine tbc ^ Tiansaotion,’ 

And aftoiwaids to expbcite tbe lest, 

As they should see occasion foi tbe best 
To tins, at length, as tb’ only expedient, 

Tbe whole assembly fiecly give consent^ 


•*' To whnt particular btoiy Butki alluclob m these two additional 
\Lrscs 1 cannot disco\u nor whctliu it he ont foimckd upon the 
y th^eoum transmiv,! ition tiui,ht by the Druids to tlu old Iiibl , 
01 to the Ineneh aupeistilion ibout the Loup's (jan>u7 oi lUnwohes 
idoptcd b> the modems — 1 the allusion is not to i ithei, hut to a 
belief tn1« it lined bv the e iily hn^lish settleis tint th Insh \v<ie 
lienodicxll) tiiimd into wolves Ih t uhest ufeienoe to this siUj^ulu 
notion lu 1 } be seen it Iciijfth m Gii ildus C iinbicnsib, lo2)og Ihhunia, 
lib u c xix {jii ild lb lelites tint ibout thiee jeus beloie the 
coming into IieHnd of King Tohn i ceitnn piKbt lonin eying in com 
piny with a little boy fiom UKter into Meith took shekel one night 
in i wood on the conhiusof the two piOMiiees, wheic lie lighted i tue 
ricsently a wolf appioachcd, and '.poke in ‘a \er> citholic manner 
about God,’ and, being conjuied by the piiest, m the name of the 
blessed lnnit>, gave the following iceount of himsell lie baid that 
he belonged to a certain family of the inh ibit intb of Osborv of whom 
two a mm and a woratn, once in cieiy «icven yens were obliged to 
take the shape of wolves, and to depart fiom then own counti'^ , under 
tl^ malediction of a bamt, the Abbot N itahb At the end of the be\en 
yeais, if they lived so long, they were lestoied to the hum in form, 
ind two others were substituted m tluir pi ice II u ing concluded liis 
narration, the wolf entreated the piiest to admmistei the 1 ist iitcb of 
the Church to liis female comp inioii, who wsb then in the agonies of 
death Ihe piicbt, teiiibly liiohtencd, follow* d him to a hollow 
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But; eie the optic lube half let down, 

Then own eye^ ckaied the fust phenomtnon 
Foi at the iippei end, piodigioiis swaims 
Of busy flieb and gluts, like men m aims, 

Had all passed niustei m the gl\s& by chance, 

Foi both the Pen- and the Sub-vol\ans 

Tliib being discos eied, once inoio j^nt them all 
Into a w^oise and despeiatei biawd, 

Suipiised with shame, that men so giave and wise 
Should be tiepanned by paltiy gnats and dies. 

And to mistake tlie feeble insects’ swaims 
Foi squadioiis, and res ci yes of men in aims 
As politic as those, wdio, when the Moon 
As blight and gloiions in a ii\ei shone, 

Thiew casting-nets, with equal cunning at liei, 

To catch hei witli, and pull hei out o’ th’ watei 
But when, at last, they had nnsoiewed the gliss, 
To tind out wheie the sly impostoi wis, 

And saw ’twas hut a mouse, that by mishap 
Had caught himself, and them, in ih’ optic tiap,^ 

tree, where he found the slie wolf, but Ub he wis about to ptrfoira the 
ntob he discovered th'^t he hid no coiibeciatccl biead I/pon this the 
male woU went au i\ and speedily retuined hiniinng back a manual 
[ber\ ice-book] with aeveial hostb between the leaves J he piiebt, how- 
cvei btill licsuaUd At length the she wolf, di iwing down the wolf b 
skill to her w list appealed as an old woman upon which the piiest, 
havinpj no loiieCi <iny bciupleo con'.eiited to communicite her md 
W’'is dibiiuisbed the re^t inoining with many ihankb, but not until tl e 
wolf had deliv ered lunibelf of some very sensible ind oithodox opimonb 
on the causes ot the I nglish invasion, and its piobable issue A pio 
vmcial synod was soon aftei wards called to considei the question 
w hether these mcn-woh es w ei e en titled to the saci ament of Ghi nti imt} , 
and (jriraldub was united to assist at the discussion but e\cused 
himself for want of time buch is the stSi}- preseived by the old 
cliiomeler A cuiious conflimation of the mam featuie of it is leeoided 
m a different form by Spensei — ‘The Scythnns said tint they were 
once a yeir tinned into wolves, and so it is wiitten of the Iiish 
though Master Cimden in a better sense, doth suppose it was a disease 
called Lycmthiopii so named of the wolf And yet some of-^^he 
Irish do use to make the wolf their gossip — View oj the State or 
Iceland 

* I he long measure h is afToidedahappyopporturutj for heightening 
the point in this line In the hist draft the mouse alone ib caught in 
the tl ap 



48 


THE ELEPHANT IN THE MOON 


Amazed, with shame coiifoimdetl, and aCIicted 
To hnd themselves so openly comieted, 
Immediately made haste to get them gone, 

With none hut this discoveiy alone — 

That learned men, who gieedily pm me 
Things that aie lathei wondeifiil thin tine, 

And, in then nicest speculations, choose 
To make then own disco veiies stiange news, 
And ncttuiil Instoiy lathei a gazette 
Of raiities stupendous, and fai-fet. 

Believe no tiuths aie woitliy to be known, 

That aie not strongly vast, and oveigiowii, 

And stii\e to explicate appeal ances, 
jSTot as theyhe piobable, hut as they please. 

In vam endeai^om natiue bo suboin, 

And, foi then pains are justly paid with scoin ^ 


* ‘ Eutlei ’ siys Mi Jh,ei, ‘to complimait Ins mouse for afTordino: 
him an oppoitunitj of indulging liiss satiiical tuin, and displaiin^ ]i s> 
wit upon this occibion, liis to the end ol tins poem, subjoined tb< 
follovv mg epigramm itical note — 

‘ A mouse, whose marti il valour has so long 
Aj?o been tned and b> old llornei sung 
And pinch iscd mm mou e\ei listing gloiy 
'Ilun ill his Giecun and Ins liO) in stoiy, 

J hough hi nijpi ut, uneiiu il matehtd X gi int, 

III bulk and stituie by the elephant 
et ti t<juentl> has been ob-?er\ cd m b ittlc 
To hue leduced the pioud iiid haughty caltk 
■When h iMiig boldly ciiteied the ledoubt, 

And stonued tlu dii idful outwork oi Ins snout, 

J he little vcimm like an eii uit knight 
lias si iiu the huge gigantie beisl m fight ’ 
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A LEAHINED man, wHom once a week 
A handled viituosos seekt 
And like an oiade apply to, 

T’ a=!k questions, and admue, and lie to, 
'Who entei tamed them all of couise, 

As men take wives foi better oi woise, 
And passed them all foi men of paits, 
Though some but sceptics in then heaits, 
Eor when they’ie cist into a lump, 

Then talents equally must jump, 

As met lib mixed, the iich and base 
Bo both at equal \alues pass 
With these the oidinaiy debate 
Was aftei news, and things of state. 


In tins fiagmcnt, winch Mi ihyer found amongst Butlei s papeu, 
fnily and coiiecth transscnbed, the geneial subject of the Elephant 
111 the Moon ib icbuined It seems to be the commencement ot a 
projected design to ticat moie at large the pioblemb and experiment j 
of the Eoyal Society , and the elastic nature ol the scheme Hid down in 
tlie opening ju&tifieb the supposition that it would have exceeded the 
pie\ious satire in magnitude and importance, had Butler lived to com- 
plete hib iiitention 

t An allusion, prob ibly, to the meetings held at the house of Sir 
Kcuelm Digby Gieat numberb of perbons used albO to frequent the 
house of Bo>lc, who, in the Htter part of hib hie, when his heaUh was 
filling, and he nab debirous of finally collecting and anangmg his 
Tviitingb, found so much inconvenience fiom thi^- kind of celebiitj , that 
he pi iced a board ovci hib door with an inbCiiption signifying when he 
didTand did not, receive vi&itb io make hib wibheb more generally 
known be published an advertisement, setting forth the reasons which 
compelled him to exclude the large concouisebf people who weic daily 
in the habit of calling on him Although it may be assumed that 
Butler did not contemplate a direct bUtire upon Boyle in thisfrigment, 
there is scarcely a philosophic il problem indicated in the piece which 
Boyle had not investigated, so active and comprehensive was his gen us 
Ills woiks, collected ind published after hib death, occupy 5 fc^ 
\olnmes ind embrace treatises on Physicb, Statics, Pneumatics, 
BHtmal History, Chemistry, and Medicme 

III BUTLEE 4 
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Wliicli way the dieadiul comet went, 

In s]\ty-foui, and what it meant, 

What nations yet aie to bewail 
The opeiation of its tail , 

Oi whether Fiance, oi Holland yet, 

Or Geiinany, be m its debt'^ 

What waife and plagues in Chiistenclom 
Have happened since, and what to come 
What kings aie dead, how many queens 
And piincesscs aie poisoned since, 

And who shall next ot all by turn 

Make couits weai black, and tiadesmen mournH 

What parties next of foot, oi hoise, 

Will lout, 01 louted bo of couise'^ 

What Geiman maiches, and letieats 
Will fiunibh the next month’s gazettes? 

What pestilent contagion next, 

And what pait of the world infects'^ 

What dieadful meteoi, and where. 

Shall in the heavens next appear *2 
And when again shall lay embaigo 
Upon the Admiral, the good si up Aigo'2 
Why cun ents turn in seas of ice 
Some thrice a day, and some but twice. 

And why the tides at night and noon 
Conxt, like Caligula, the Moon'^J 
What IS tJie natuial cause why hsh, 

That always dunk, do nevei piss, 


* Tins comet appealed on the :i4th December, iff 54, and furnished 
a fimtful fauljject of discussions and picdictions to the astrologers 
t Ihe cases of poisoning actual or uputed, weie numerous Ihe 
instance of the Ducliessf of Orleaub mav be mentioned as the mout 
notonous ihere weie many others, cm lently repoited Lady Den- 
ham, Lady Chesterfield, and Lady Digby, weie supposed to have been 
poisoned , and the Duchess of Portsmouth said that Charles II as 
poisoned bj a footman, in a dia.h of chocolate 
^ The Pnncipia of Newton, m winch the theory of the moon and 
the tides is investigated and evplained, was not pubhshed till affcei 
Butler's death 
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Oi \‘vlietliei in then home, tlie deep, 

By day oi night tlicy evei sleep 
If grass be gieen, oi snow be '^hite, 

But only as they take the lights ' 
Wliethei possessions of the deMl, 

Or meie temptations, do most e^^il*? 

Wliat is’t, that makes all fountains still 
Within the eiith to inn up hillj 
But on the outside down again, 

As if th’ attempt had been in ^ain 2 
Ol what’s the stiange magnetic cause, 
The steel on loadstone’s diawn, oi draws, 
The stai, the needle, "which the stone 
Has only been but touched upon^ 
Whethei the noith-stai’s influence 
With both does hold intelligence, — 

Foi led-hot non, held t’waids the pole, 
Turns of itself to’t, when ’tis cool — 

Ol whethei male and female sciews 
In th’ lion and stone th’ effect pioduce'^ 
What makes the body of the sun. 

That such a rapid couise does lun, 

To diaw no tad behind thiough tli an, 
As comets do, when they appear. 

Which other plaDets cannot do, 

Because they do not bum, but glow? 
Whethei the Moon be sea, oi land, 

Ol chaicoal, oi a quenched fiiebiand, 

Or if the daik holes that appeal, 

Aie only poies, not cities theic'^ 
Whethei the atmosphere turn round, 
And keep a just pace with^'the giound, 


* Few subjects engross more space iix the early proceedings of tl e 
noyal Society than the theoiy of light and colour & I^‘e^^ton contii 
buted several paperb relating to it in the Tran^actiorn, and exhau^i 4 t;d 
the whole inquiry in liib OpU^s, oi a Tteatise of the Reflections^ Reji ac- 
tions, and Inflections^ and the Colours oj Lights published in 1704 

4—2 
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Oi loitei lazily belli nd, 

And clo<^ tlie an with gnsts of wind '2 
Oi ^•\ilethel descents in the wane 
Foi so an autlioi has it plain, 

Do burn quite out, or weai away 
Then snuffs upon the edge of day 2 
Wliethei tlie sea mciease, oi \\aste, 
And, if it do, how long ’tv^ ill last ^ 

Oi if the sun approaches neai 
The eaith, how soon it will be tlieic'? 

These -weie their learned speculations 
And all then constant occupations. 

To measuie wind, and weigh the an, 
And tuin a circle to a squno, 

To make a powdei of the sun, 

By which all doctois should V undone, 
To find the noiffh-west passage out, 
Although the faithcst wav about, 

If chemists fiom a losc’s ashes 
Can laise the lose itself in glasses, 
Whetliei the line of incidence 
Kise fiom the object, oi the sense, 

To stew th’ eh Ml in a bath 
Of hope, ciedulity, and futh, 

To explicate by subtle hints, 

The giain of diimonds and flints, 

And m the biasing of in ass 
Find out the ticble and the base. 

If maxes neigh alto, and a cow 
A double diapason low 
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Satires. 

TjrON THE IMPEREECTION AND ABUSE OE 
HU HAN LEARNING ' 

IN TWO PAilTb 

I T 3S tlie noblebt act of liiiman leason 
To fiee itself fiom slavish piepossesbioii^ 

Assume the legal light to disengage 
Fiom all it had conti acted undei 
And not its ingenuity and mt 
To all, it was imbued with fust, sulimit, 

Take tiue, oi false, foi bettei, oi foi ^volse 
To have, oi t’ hold indifieiently of comse 
Foi custom, though but ushex of the school, 
Wheie natuie bieeds the body and the soul, 

Usurps a gieatei powei and mteiest 

O’ei man, the hen of leason, than biute beast, 

That by two dilleicnt instincts is led, 

Boiu to the one, and to the othei bied, 

And trains him up with ludiments moxe false, 

Than natuxe does hex stupid animals 

And that’s one xeason, why moxe caie’s bestowed 

Upon the body, than the soul’s allowed, 

That is not found to undex stand, and know 
So subtly, as the body’s found to giow 

Though childien, without study pains, oi thought, 
Axe languages, and vulgai notions taught, 

* Mr Thjei '?ajstbat Butlu meditated a^iettj Ions: on 
siubiect, but dnibhed no moxe of it than the lii'st part a ul the fix'- 
mentis that follow ihe poetb pliu,’ he adds, scem^ to lu\eeon 
bistcd ot two paitb , the Inst, which he hab evetuted is to expO'^e the 
dettiC^b of human leiinnig fiom the wiong n ethods of education, 
fiom the actual impeifcctxons of tl e hunfixn mmd xiid fiom that owi 
eio-einebb of men to knoiv thing aboiethe leacli of hnm‘’n cnnciu 
Jhe second, aa fai ab one can judge by the lemania, v ib to liaxe 
exemplifled x\hit h^ has asbcrttd m the fiist and inuculed and 
satin/ed the diiieicnt hianchcs ot liiman Icaining, in chaiactciunig 
the idiilosophei, ciitiO, oi itoi, Lc 
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Im])iove then Batmal tileiits \\itlioiit caie, 

And apprehend befoie tliej aie awaie^ 

Yet, as all stiangeis iie^ei leave the tone®, 

They have been used of chiidieii to piononnce, 

So most men’s leason ne\ei cm outgiow 
The discipline, it fust leceived to know, 

Blit lendeis woids, they hi&t began to con, 

The end of all, that s aftei to be known, 

And sets the help of education back 
Worse, than, without it, man could evei lack, 

Who, theiefoie, finds the aitiheiafst fools 

Have not been changed i’ th’ ciadle, but the schools, 

Wheie eiioi, pedmtiy, and affectation, 

Bun them bchind-Iiand with then education. 

And all alike aie taught poetic lage, 

When haidly one’s fit foi it m an age 
Ho sooner aie the oigans of the biain 
Quick to receive, and steadfast to letam 
Best knowledges, but all’s laid out upon 
Betiieving of the cuise of Babylon, 

To make confounde<l languages lestoie 
A gieatei diudgeiy, than it bailed befoic ‘ 

And thciefoie those iinpoitcd fiom the East, 
Wheie fust they wcie inciuicd, aie held the best, 
Although conveyed in woise Aiabian pothooks, 
That gifted ti idosmen sci itch in seimon note-books , 
Aie leally but puns and la])Oui lost. 

And not woitli half the diudgciy they cost, 

Unless, like laixties, as they’ve been hi ought 
From foieign climates, and as deiily bouglit, 

When those, whe had no othei but then own, 

Have all succeeding eloquence outdone , 

As men that wink with one eye, see moic tiue, 
And take then aim much bettei, than with two 
^Foi the moie languages a man can speak, 

FIis tilent has but ei)iung the gieatei leak, 

And, foi the indusiiy ho his spent upon’t, 

IMubt full as iiiuui some othei \v ay discount 
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Tlie Hebiew, Olialclee, and the Sjiiac, 

Do, like then letteis, set men’s leason hack, 

And turns then wits, that stme to undei stand it, 
Like those that wiite the chaiacteis, lelt-handed 
Yet he, that is but able to expiess 
No sense at all in seveial languages, 

Will pass foi leainedei, than he that’s known 
To speak the stiongest leason in his own 
These aie the modem arts of education. 

With all the learned of mankind in fashion, 

But practised only with the lod and whip, 

As riding-schooL inculcate hoisemanship, 

Oi Bomish penitents let out then skms, 

To beai the penalties of otheis’ sms 

When letteib, at the fust, weie me^nt foi play, 

And only used to pass the time away, 

When th’ ancient Giceks and Romans had no name 
To express a school and playhouse, but the same , 
And m their languages, so long agone. 

To study, 01 be idle, was all one, 

Foi nothing moie pieseives men in then wits, 
Than giving of them leave to play by tits, 

In di earns to sport, and i amble with all fancies 
And waking, little less extiavagances, 

The lest and lecieation of tued thought, 

When ’fcis inn down with care, and o\ei\Yrought, 
Of which whoever does not tieely take 
His constant shaie, is nevei bioad awake, 

And, when he wants an equal competence 
Of both leciuits, abates as much of sense 
Noi IS then education woise 4 osigned 
Than natuie, m hei province, proves unkind 
The greatest inclinations with the least 
Capacities aie fatally possessed, 

Condemned to diudge, and lahoui, and take pains 
Without an equal competence of hiams, 

While those she has indulged in soul and body, 
Aie most aveise to industiy and study, 
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And tK activ’st fancies sliaie as loose alloys, 

Foi want of equal weight to counterpoise 
But when those gieat conveniences meet 
Oi equal judgment, industiy, and wit. 

The one hut stiives the othei to diveit, 

While fate and custom m the feud take pai fc , 
And scholais by preposteions ovei -doing, 

And undei- judging, all their piojects luin, 

Who, though the undei standing of mankind 
Within so stiait a compass is confined, 

Disdain the limits natiue sets to bound 
The wit of man, and vainly love beyond 
The bia'vesb soldieis scorn, until they he got 
Close to the enemy, to make a shot, 

Yet gieat philosoplieis delight to stietch 
Then talents most at things beyond their leach, 
And pioudly think t’ uiiiuldle eveiy cause, 

That natuie uses by then own b}e-hws, 

When ’tis not only impel tinent, but lude, 

Wheie she demos admission, to mtinde, 

And all then mdustiy is but to eii, 

Unless they haae fiee quai intine horn her, 
Whence ’ti^' the woild the less his undei stood, 

By stiivmg to know' moie, than ’tis cdlowed 
Foi Adam, with the loss of paiadisc, 

Bought knowledge at too dispciate a pi ice, 

And cvLi since tint iniseinblc fite, 

Learning did ncvei cost in casici latc, 

Foi thougli the most divine and soveicign good, 
That nitixie has upon mankind bestowed, 

Yet it his pioied a gioatci hmdeiance 
To ill mteiest of tiuth, than ignoiance. 

And theicfoie nevei boic so high a value 
As when ’twas low, contemptible, and shallow , 
J[Iid academies, schools, and colleges 
Endowed foi its impiovement, and mciease, 

With pomp and show was mtioduced with niacc^, 
Moie than a Roman magxstiate had fasces j 
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Impoweied witli statute, pimlege, and nuudate, 
T’ absnme an ait, \nd aitei undeistxiid it, 

Like loillb ot stoie foi taking a degiec, 

Witli all the learning to it custom-fiee_, 

And own pioic^sioub, which they ncvci took 
So much delight m, as to lead one hook 
Like pimceb had pieiogaL^e to give 
Convicted nialehictois a repiieve, 

And having hut a little piHiv vit 

More th in the woild, i educed and governed it, 

But scorned, as soon ab twas hut undei stood, 

As hettei is a bpiteful foe to good, 

And nosv has nothing left foi its suppoit, 

But wliat the daikest times piovided foi’t 
hlan has a nxtuial desiie to know, 

But th’ one half is foi inteiest, th’ othei show 
As sciiveneis take nioie pains to leain the sleight 
Of making knots, than all the hands tho} wiite 
So all his ctu(H lb not to extend 
The bounds ot knowledge, but some va nei end, 
T’ appeal, and pass foi leainM, though Ins claim 
Will baldly leacli beyond the empt} name 
For most of those that diudge and laboui haid, 
Fuinibh then uiidei standings by the yaid, 

As a Ficnch hhiaiy by the whole is 
So much an ell foi quartos, and foi lolios. 

To which they aie but indexes themselves, 

And undeibtand no fuithei than the shelves, 

But smattei with then titles and editions, 

And place them in their cLassical paxtitions, 
When all a student knows of w;hat he leads 
Is not in’s own, but undei geneial heads 
Of common-] )laceb, not in his own ]>owex, 

But like a Dutchmans money i’ th’ Cantoie, 
Wlieie all he can make of it, at the best, 

Is baldly thice pei cent foi interest. 

And whether he will ever get it out 
Into Ins own possession is a doubi/ 
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Affects all boolcs of past and modem ages, 

But leads no fiutliei than the title-pages, 

Only to con the authois’ names by lotc, 

Oi, at the best, those of the books tliey quote, 
Enough to chdlenge intimate acquaintance 
With all the learned modems, and the ancients 
As Boman noblemen weie wont to gieet, 

And compliment the labble m the stieet 
Had nomenclatois in then tiams, to claim 
Acquaintance with the meanest by his name, 
And by so mean contemptible a biibe 
Tiepamied the suflia^es of eveiy tube. 

So learned men, by authois’ names unknown, 
Have gained no small impioveinent to then own, 
And he’s esteemed the leained’st of all otlieis, 
Thit has the laigest catalogue of authois 


ERAGMENTS OE AN INTENDED SECOND PART 
OE THE EOREGOING S A EIRE ^ 

M EN’S talents giow moie bold and confident, 

The fuithei they’ic beyond then just extent, 
As sniatteieis piove moie aiiogant and pert, 

The less they tiuly undci stand an ait, 

And, wlici e they’ve least capacity to doubt, 

Aie wont t’ appeal most peicm])t’r7 and stout, 
While those, that know the m«a thematic lines, 
Wbeie natme all the wit of man confines, 

And when it keeps within its bounds, and wheie 
It acts beyond the limits of its splieie, 

Enjoy an absolntei fiee command 
O’ei all, they have a light to undei stand, 

These fi 'urraents faiily wiitkii out, and sereial times, with 

some little V in itioiis trinsciibul h\ Lutlcr, but ntvei connected, or 
reduced mto my resjular toim Ihcy m ly be ccnsidcied \s the pini- 
cipal paits of 1 (unous (cliticc, each sep ii iiely finished, but not united 
mto one geneial dc&ign ~~ 1 
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Than those, that falsely venture to encioach 
Wheie natuie has denied them all appioach, 

And still the moie they stiive to undeistind, 

Like gieat estates, iiin fuithest behind hand^ 

Will undeitake the univeise to fathom, 

Fiom inhiiite down to a single atom. 

Without a geometiic instiument, 

To take their own capacity’s extent , 

Can tell us easy how the world was made, 

As if they had been bi ought up to the trade, 

And whethei chance, necessity, oi matter, 

Conti ived the whole establishment of natuie, 

When all then wits to undeist xnd the woild 
Can nevei tell, why a pig’s tail is cuiled, 

Oi give a lational account, why hsh, 

That always use to dunk, do nevei piss 

What mad fantastic gambols have been played 
By th’ ancient Gieek ioicfathcis ol the tiadc, 

That weie not much infeiioi to the ficaks 
Of all oui lunatic fanatic sects'^ 

The fiist and best piiiiosophei of Athens 
W as Cl acked, and i an stai k-stai mg mad with pati once, 
And had no otliei way to show his wit, 

But when his wife was in hci scolding ht , 

Was aftei m the Pagan inquisition, 

And siiifeied niaityidom foi no icligion t 
Next him, his scholai stiivmg to expel 
All poets his poetic commonweal, 


^ This cour>kt ocen b aUo m the continuation of The FUphant in the 
Moon — ^ee mite p 5o 

t Tliue lb no room to doubt tint Socrates believed iii the mimor- 
tahty of the soul Accoidiiig to Xenophon, he held that the soul w is 
allied to the Divine Pciue; bj a smul intj of natuie, and that the 
GMStence oi good men would be continued m a lutuic btite m which 
they would receive the lewaidb of then viituc Ulito testitics 
same elleet, ind the language ol Soci ites befoit lus dcitU conhinis 
the doctnne lie sxicl to hib fnends ‘As soon is 3 sh lU hut druik 
the poison, 1 sh ill not ii m xin longer with > ou, but dex> at mmiedi Uely 
to tilt statb of the bkbsed ’ 
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Exiled liimself, and all liib fullowois, 

ISTotoiious poets, only bating veise 
Tlie Stigyiite, unable to expound 
The Euiipuh, leipt into % and was di owned ^ 

So ho, that put liio eyes out to considei, 

And contemplate on nitmal things the steadier 5 
Did but hiiiiselt foi idiot convince, 

Though le/eienced by the learned evei since 
Empedocles, to be esteemed a god 
Leapt into ^tna, with his sandals shod, 

That being blown out disco\ ei ed what in ass 
The gicit philo&ophei and jugglci was, 

Tint to his own new deity saciihced, 

And was himself the auctim, and the piicst § 

The Cyme coined false money, ana foi leai 
Of being hanged foi ’t, tinned philosophei || 

Yet with his lantern went by day, to find 
One honest} man 1 tlf heap of all mankind , 

An idle fieak, he needed not ha\e done, 

If he had known himself to be bnt one 
With swaims of maggots of the self-same rate, 
The IcainM of all ages celcbiatc 

^ This bantei upon Tlito and hi'i Ikpuhlic issiinn.s tint poets liad 
no pi ICC in a system bi^cd upon aiut rc isonins? while it insiuuites 
Ih It PI ito s disciples wue no oottci nftci ill th in mere ide ahst?, who, 
lool lucr after an iin'urinny anel uniltiiniblc pcifcction might be 
comp md to poets 111 ill lespects cvcejit the \eist 

t Butler n uls hiinselt Iicie ot the licence of s ilire by adopting one 
oi the idle tiles ulitcdofthe minnei ot Viistoth s deith,u Inch u illy 
to ik place It Colchis wluie he dud fiom the etlccts of sevcicstod^, 
ind vev ilion it the persecutions to N’vhieli philosophy was atth itpciiod 
exposed m Athens 

t Ihe illusion is to a otoiy m the Aittrcjp^^of Aulus Gcllius 

of i philosophei who put*but lus c\es ni older that he might not be 
districted bj extern il object Demociitum philosophum in moni- 
meiitis Ilistoiise Gitccx sciiptum e&t Miuni pia.ttr alios vcnei inuuin 
authontateqiie antiqna pi editnm, luminibus oculoiiim sua sponte e 
pnvasse, qun existimaiet cogitationes coninientationesque an>mi 
sirt'm contempl uidis natuio, 1 ition bus 'vegclioies et cxaetioies lore, 
SI eas Mdcn<h illecebiis ct oculorum imxicdimentis hberisset — Auli 

CrEILII, X 17 

§ bee\ol 11 p 45, note t 

11 Appaientl) foi the s 1 e of the opisrara with whirli thi«! desenp 
tion tcimina cs, Butlei tran^leis to Liogcncs the ollenec committed by 
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Tilings tliat aiepiopeiei foi Kmglitsbiidge college, 
Than tli’ aathois and oiigmals ol knowlege,, 

Moie sottibli, than tlie nwo fanatics tiymg 
To mend the woild by langlung, oi by ciying,t 
Oi he that laughed until he choked his whistle. 

To lally on an ass, that ate a tlnstle. 

That th’ antique s\ge, that was gallant t’ a goose, :}■ 
A Jitter inistiess could not pick, and choose, 

Whose tempeis, inclinations sense, and vnt, 

Like t^\o indeutuies, did egiee so ht 

The ancient sceptics constantly denied 
What they in iin tamed, and thought they justified , 
Poi when tli’ affiimed, that nothing’s to be kno’wn, 
Thc;y did but what they said befoie disowm, 

And, like polemics of the Post,§ pionounce 
The same thing to be tiue and false at once 

These follies had such iiifiuence on the i ibhle, 

As to engage them in peipctual squabble. 

Divided Pome and Athens into clans 
Of ignoiant mechanic partisans, 

That, to maintain their own hypotheses, 

Piokc one anothei’s blockheads, and the peace. 
Were often set by officeis i’ th’ stocks 
For quai idling about a paiadox 
When pudding-wives weie launched m cockqueanjj 
Poi falling foul on oyster-women’s schools ^ [stools, 


Ills father, a banker, who was con^T,cted of debasing the public com, 
and obliged to leave his country in consequence 
* Seeiol n p i65 notet 

t Deinoeiitus) and HeiaclitUis, commonly called, wnth remarkable 
inapp opniteness the formei the Laughing, and the latter the Crying, 
Philosopher 

X Iheallusionis probabl>,toa marvellous story , related by Pliny 
and otheib, of a goose that fell in love with a young Ciecian, nam^d 
Amphilochus Butler again introduces this curious legend in hiis 
b Iliads on the Parliament — See po^t, p 1 3i 
§ Jvnights oi the Po'^t — See \ol i p 68 notet 
!1 Coekquean — a beggar or cheat Altered to ‘cucking stools in 
3Ed of iSzz 

% See ^ ol 1 p 20 Z, note * 
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ISTo lieib-women sold cabbages oi onions, 

But to then gossips of then own opinions 
A. Peiipatetic cobblei scorned to sole 
A pail of shoes of any othei school , 

And poiteis of the judgment of the Stoics, 

To go an eiiand of the Cyienaics^t 
That used t’ encountei m athletic lists, 

With beaid to beaid, and teeth and nails to fists, 
Like modem kicks and cuffs among the youth 
Of academics, to inamtam the tiuth 
But in the boldest feats of aims the Stoic 
And Epicuicans weic the most heioic, 

That stoutly -ventuied bieaking of then necks, 

To vindicate the inteiests of then sects, 

And still behaved themselves as lesolute 
In waging cuffs and biuises, as disjiute, 

Until with wounds and biuises, which th had got, 
Some himdieds weie killed dead upon the spot, 
When all then quaiiels, lightly undei stood, 

Weie but to piove disputes the soveieign good 

Distinctions, that had been at first designed 
To regulate the eiiois of the mind. 

By being too nicely oveistiaiiied and vexed, 

Have made the comment haidei than the text, 

And do not now, like caiving, hit the joint, 

But break the bones in pieces of a point, 

And ^ith impel tinent evasions foice 
The cleaiest leason fiom its native couise, 

That aigue things s’ unceitain, ’tis no matter 
Whethci they aie, oi never weie in nature, 
Andventuie to c^emonstiate, when th’ have sluired, 
And palmed a fallacy upon a woid 
Foi disputants, as swoidsmen use to fence 
With blunted foils, engage with blunted sense, 

* A follower of Aii«totle, so called because the doctrines of that 
school were expounded ind diseusibed while walking in the Lyceum 
t Ihe diboiples of the school of Cyitne 



ITP027 THE ABLSE OF HLMAN LEANING G3 

And as tliey’ie wont to falsify a blow, 

Use nothing ehe to pass upon a foe, 

Oi, if they ventuie faithei to attack, 

Like bowlers, stiive to beat away the jack, 

And, when they find themseh es toohaidlypiessedon, 
Pieyaiicate, and change the state o’ th’ quest’on, 

The noblest science of defence and ait 
In practice now with all that contio\eit. 

And th’ only mode of piizes, fiom Beai-gaiden 
Down to the schools, in giving blows, oi waiding 

As old knights-eirant m then harness fought* 

As safe as in a castle, oi redoubt , 

Gave one another despciate attacks. 

To stoim the counteisciips upon then backs, 

So disputants advance, and post then aims, 

To stoim the woiks of one anothei’s teim&, 

Fall foul on some extravagant expiession, 

But ne’ei attempt the mam design and leason 
So some polemics use to diaw then swoids 
Against the language only and the woids, 

A« he, who fought at baiiiers with Salmasius, 
Engaged with nothing bur his sfyle and phiases, 
Waived to asseit the muidei of a piince, 

The author of false Latin to convince, 

But laid the meiits of the cause aside, 

By those, that understood them, to be tiied, 

And counted bieaking Piiscian’s head a thing 
Moie capital, than to behead a king, 

For which h’ has been admued by all the learned 
Of knaves concerned, and pedants unconcerned 

Tuegment is but a cuiious pan of scales, 

That turns with th’ hundredth part of tiue oi false, 
And still, the moie ’tis used, is wont t’ abate 
The subtlety and niceness of its weight, 


* See -sol 1 p 167, note t 
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Until tis fcilse, and will not use, noi fall, 

Like tliobe that aie le^s aitikcial, 

And, tlieietuie, students in tlieii ways of judging 
Are fam to swallow many a senseless gudgeon , 
And by then ovei-undei standing lose 
Its acti-ve faculty with too mucli use 
Loi lexson, when too cuiiou&ly ’tis spun, 

Is but the ne^-t of all lemoved fioni none — 

It IS opinion governs all mankind, 

As wisely as the blind, that leads the blind 
Loi as those surnames aie esteemed the best, 
That signify m all things else the least , 

So men pass fauest in the world’s opinion, 

That ha-vc the least of tiuth and leason m ’em 
Truth would undo the woild, if it possessed 
The meanest of its light and inteicst , 

Is but a titulai pimcess, whose authority 
Is always undei age, and in mmoiitj' , 

Has all things done, and earned in its name, 

Eut most of all wheie it can lay no claim, 

As far fiom gaiety and complaisance. 

As greatness, insolence, and ignoiance, 

And theiefoie hxs suiiendeied hei dominion 
O’ei all miiikind to baibaious opinion, 

Tint in liei light usurps the tyrannies 
And arbitrary govcinment of lies — 

As no tricks on the lope, but those that break. 
Or come most neai to breaking of a neck, 

Aie woith the sight, so nothing goes for wit 
Eut nonsense, or the next of all to it 
For nonsense being neither false nor true, 

A little wit to ai2y thing may screw, 

And, when it has a while been used, of course 
Will stand as well in vntue, power, and force. 
And pass for sense t’ all purposes as good, 

'As if it had at first been understood 
For nonsense has the amplest piivileges, 

And more than all the sLiongest sense obliges, 
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That furnishes the schools ’sv'itli teims of ait, 

The mysteiies of science to impait , 

Supplies all seminal les with leciuits 
Of endless contiO\eisies and disputes^ 

For lea-» ned nonsense has a deepei sound 
Than easy sense, and goes for moie pioiound 

Foe all om learned authois now compile 
At chaige of nothing but the woids and stjle, 
And the most cuiious ciitics of the learned 
Believe themselves in nothmg else concerned, 
Foi as it IS the gainiture and diess 
That all things weai in hooks and languages 
And all mens qualities aie wont t’ appeii 
According to the hahits that they weai, 

’Tis piobible to be the tiuest test 

Ot all the ingenuity o’ tlf lest 

The lives of tiees lie only in the baiks, 

And in then styles the wit of gieatest cleiks 
Hence ’twas the ancient Homan politicians 
Went to the schools of ioieign ihetoiicians, 

To leain the art of pations, in defence 
Of mteiest and then clients, — eloquence, 

When consuls, censois, senatois, and piasters, 
With great dictatois, used t’ apply to ihetois, 

To heai the gieatei magistiate o’ th’ school 
Give sentence m Ins haughty chair-cmule. 

And those, who mighty nations oveicame, 

Weie fain to say then lessons, and declaim 
Words are but pictures, tiue oi false designed, 
To diaw the lines and featnies of the mind, 

The characters and aitihcial diaughts, 

T’ express the mwaid images of thonghts 
And aitists say a pictuie may be good, 
Although the moial he not undei stood. 

Whence some infei, they may admire a style, 
Though all the rest be e’er so mean and vile, 

III BITTLLE 5 
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Applancl th’ oiitsicles of woids, Ibiit nevei mind 
"Witli wlicit fintristic tawJiy they aie lined 

So oiatois enchanted with the t%\ mg 
Of then o^\n tiiilob take delight t’ haiangnej 
Whose science, like a jugglei’b box and balls, 
Comeys and coimtei changes tine and false, 

Casts mists befoie an audience’s eyes, 

To pa^s the one foi th’ othei in disguiSC, 

And like a moiiice-'dancei dressed with hells 
Only to sei ve foi noise, and nothing else. 

Such as a caiiiei makes his cattle weai. 

And hangs foi pendants in a hoise’s eai , 

Poi, if the language will but heai the test, 
hlo mattei what becomes of all the lest 
The ablest oiatoi, to save a woid, 

Would tlnow all sense and leason oveiboaid 

Hence ’tis, that nothing else but eloquence 
Is tied to such a piodigal expense. 

That lays out half the wit and sense it uses 
Upon the othei half’s as vain excuses 
Foi all defences and apologies 
Aie but specifics t’ othei fiaiids and lies, 

And th’ aitificial wash of eloquence 
Is daubed in vain upon the cleaiest sense, 

Only to stain the native ingenuity 
Of equal bievity and peispicuity, 

Whilst all the best and sobeiest things he does 
Are when he coughs, oi spits, oi blows his nose. 
Handles no point so evident and clear, 

Besides his white gloves, as his handkercher, 
TJnfoldb the nicest sciuple so distinct. 

As if his talent liad been wiapt up in’t 
IJnthiiftily, and now he went about 
Hencefoiwaid to impiove, and put it out 

The pedants aie a mongiel bleed, that sojourn 
Among the ancient wiiteis and the modern, 
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And, while then studies aie between the one 
And th’ othei spent, hive nothing of then o^vu, 

Like sponges, aie both plants and 
And equally to both tiieii natuies false 
Foi wliethei ’tis then want of convei-ation 
Inclines them to alt soits of ifiectation, 

Then sedentaiy life and ineianohoiy. 

The evei lasting nuiseiy of tolly, 

Then poiing upon black and white too subtly 
Has turned the insides of then biams to motley^ 

Or squandeimg ot their wits and time upon 
Too many things has made them fit foi none , 

Then constant ovei sti aining of the nnnd 
Listoits the hi am, as hoises bieak thai wind, 

Or rude confusions ot the things they lead 
Get up, like noxious vapouis, in the head, 

Until they haa^e then constant wanes and fulls, 

And changes in the insides of thexi skulls 
Oi ventuimg beyond the reach of wit 
Has leiideied them foi all thmgs else unfit, 

But netei bung the woild and books togethei 
And, theiefoie, nevei lightly judge of eitlici, 
Whence multitudes of reveiend men and ciit’cs 
Have got a kind of intellectual iickets, 

And by th’ iinmodeiate excebS ot study 
Have found the sickly head t’ outgiow the body 
For pedantiy is but a coin, oi wait, 

Bled in the skin of judgment, sense, and ait, 

A stupified exciescence, like a wen, 

Fed by the peccant humoms of learned men, 

That never glows fiom natuial detects 
Of downright and untutoied intellects, 

But fiom the ovei-cuiious and vain 
Bistempeis of an aitificial biain — 

So he, that once stood for the leained’st man, 
Had read out Little Britain and Duck Lane, ^ 

Little Biitam and Duck laie (now Duke btreet), were cliiefl} la 
habited by publishers and rendors of second hand books 

5— <2 
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Woin out liib reason, and i educed his body 
And biam to nothing with peipetual study ^ 

Kept tuDois of all soits, and viituosos, 

To lead all authoi& to him with then glosses, 

And mide his lacqueys, -when he walked, bear foLos 
Of diction iiies, lextcons, and scolias, 

To be lead to him, e\eiy way the wuid 
Should chance to sit, befoie him oi behind^ 

Had lead out all th imagmaiy duels, 

That had been fought by consonants and vowels, 
Had Clacked his skull, to find out piopei places. 

To lay up all memoiis of things in cases , 

And practised all the tricks upon the cliaits, 

To play with packs of sciences and aits, 

That seive t’ impiove a feeble gamestei’s study, 
That -^entuies at giammatic beast, oi noddy, ' 

Had lead out all the catalogues of waios, 

That come in diy fats o’ei fiom Eiankfort fans, 
Whose authois use t’ aiticulate then surnames 
With sciapsof Gieek moioleainM than the Gei mans, 
Was wont to scattei books in eveiy loora, 

Wheie the^ might best be seen by all that come. 
And lay a tiain, that natuially should foice 
What he designed, as if it fell of couise, 

And all this with a woise success than Caidan, 

Who bought both books and learning at a baigain, 
When lighting on a philosophic sjiell. 

Of which he nevei knew one syllable, 

Piesto be gone’ li uniiddled all he lead, 

As if he had to nothing else been bied t 


c •+ Gnme-s at caids 

t See\ol n p 48 , note t 1 he last editor of the suggests 

that the refeience to the mniculoiis way m ^^hlch Caidan pie- 
tended to have recened a knowledge of Litin and othei bngiiaaes 
11k following extract fiom Cardins extiaoidmarj autobiogi apliy 
‘explains the alluaion ‘ Who could he he kIio cimc up to me, \\hen, 
if I recollect right, I was about twenty years of ajie and ^old me an 
Apulciuh in Latin, and instantly dcpaited^ I, howe\ei though at 
til it time I had never e\en been m a school except once and who had 
no knowledge of the Latin liuguagc, ind had onl> bought the book 
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'^rHO '^ould believe that wicked eaitli 
Wlieie natiiie only bungs us loitli 
To be found guilt}, and foi given, 

Should be a nuibeiy fui liea'veii, 

When all we can expect to do, 

Will not pay half the debt ve owe, 

And vet moie despeiately daie, 

As if that VI etched tiiiie veie 
Too much foi the eteinil povcis, 

Oui gloat and mighty cieditois, 

Kot only slight wli it they enjoin. 

But pa} it in the adulteiate com 2 
We only in then ineny tiust, 

To be inoie vicked and unjust 
All oui devotions, \ovs, and piaveis 
Aie oui own luteiest not theiis 
Oui oiieiings, when we come t’ adoie, 

But begging piesents, to get moie, 

The puieot business of oui zeal 
Is but to eii, by meaxiing veil. 

And make tint meaning do moie haim, 

Than oui woist deeds, that aic less v ■’im 

vmthoiit tliou^bt for the ^iake of it<, gilt binding the 7 e'lt found 
in;^belf a®; good a Latin fccholai a^ I *,ni at tliib day Ihe Creek lUo 
I kanit at onu lud the iiaich ind th^ Spin ^h only so hoacitr a-s 
to be ible to uarf them iiul not to hold toiiMi'-itions m them bcnic, 
ignoiantof the pionunciatiou and illthmiakisofgiaminn ’ — JDe J da 
Prop) id It lb m this singul ir bool that C ai dm '-‘'Vs, he ^\ ao const 
attended by a '-pint, wno'-c counsel itgul ited all his ictions 

Mr Ihju supposes it piobiblc, +hit tl e cli^i ictei heie diawn and 
compared to Cud in iMb i^nttcn ir ndiculc ot scldcn and he adds 
tnat, ‘ though the} were once iiicnds they xtteivardb quai cUc'i ’ It 
lb to be regictted that Mi lh\ci did not fa^oul is with the grounds 
upon winch he imdo this I ittcr statement which is certainly no^- sus- 
taiiied bv any ev idcncc that lub come to light Ihtre i& no contemj;^^ 
poiaiy authontT in support otthc suppobition that i partieuUi liicnd- 
ship existed at in> time betw cen them, oi th V thej oei quanelled — 
See vol 1 p i3 note Noi is it cicdiblc tint Butlei intended to 
s itiuT'e fecldeii m this passage, which few pcisoiis will agree ^ ith M' 
ih>ei in thmkiiig applicable enough to a sJiolii ot his class ’ 
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Foi tlie mo^t Tvietclied and peiYeise 
Does not belie\e himself, he eris 
Oni holiest actions ha\e been 
Th edects of lokec^ness and san, 
Religious houses mide compounders 
Foi th’ hoi lid actions of the foundeis^ 
Steeples, that totteied in the an, 

Bj lecheis sinned into repaii , 

As if -we had let lined no sign, 

Noi chaiacter of the divine 

And heavenlj pait of human nature, 

But only the coaise eaithy mattei 

Oui iiniveisal inclination 

Tends fco the v/oist of oiii creation, 

As if the stais conspiied t’ impiint, 

In our V hole species, by instinct, 

A fatal bmnd, and signature 
Of nothing else, but the iinpiiie 
The best of all our actions tend 
To the pieposterousest end. 

And, like to mongiels, vre’re inclined 
To take most to th’ ignoblei kind, 

Oi moiisteis, that have always least 
Of th’ human paient, not the beast 
Hence tis we’ve no regaid at all 
Of oui best half oiiginal, 

But, when they dider, still asseit 
The inteiest of th’ ignoblei pait. 

Spend all the time we have upon 
The vain cajiriches of the one, 

But giudge to spaie one hour, to know 
What to the better pait we owe 
As in all compound substances 
The gieatei still devouis the less 
So, being born and bied up near 
Our eaithv gross relations heie, 

Fai fioni the ancient noblei place 
Of all oui high paternal lace, 
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We now degenaate, and giow 
As 'baibaions, and mean, and low, 

As modem Giecianb are, and worse 
To then brave nobler ancestors 
Yet, as no baibaioritoness beside 
Is half so barbarous as pride, 

IsTor any prouder insolence 

Than that, which has the least pretence, 

We are so retched, to profess 
A glory in oui wretchedness, 

To vapour sillily, and rant 
Of our own misery, and want. 

And glow ■vain-gloiious on a score, 

We ought much lathei to deplore, 

Who, the hist moment of our hves, 

Are but condemned, and given lepnevcs, 

And oui gieat’st giace is not to know, 

When we shall pay em hack, noi how, 
Begotten wuth a vain capricli, 

And live as "v ainly to that pitch 
Oui pains aie leil things, and all 
Our pleasures but fantastical, 

Diseases of then own accord, 

Blit cuies come dif&cult and hard. 

Our noblest piles, and stateliest rooms, 

Are but outhouses to our tombs. 

Cities, though e’er so great and biaie, 

But mere warehouses to the grave. 

Our bravery’s but a vain, disgmse, 

To hide us horn the world’s dull eyes, 

The remedy ol a defect, ^ 

With which OUI nakedness is decked, 

Yet makes us swell with pride, and boast, 

As if w’ had gained by being los>t 
All this IS nothing to the evils, 

Which men, and then confedpiate devils 
Inflict, to aggravate the cuise 
On then own hated kind, much worse, 



SATirES 


As if bj n itine they’d been seiTed 
Moie gently, than then fite deseived, 
Take pains m justice, to im ent, 

And study then ow n punishment , 

That, as then ci lines should gi eater giow, 
So might their own miiictions too 
Hence Idoody '^ais at hist began, 

The aitihcial plague of man, 

That fioin his own inventxon use, 

To scouige his own iniquities , 

That if che heavens should chance to spaie 
Supplies of constant poisoned air, 

They might not, with unfit delay, 

Foi Imgeiing destiiiction stay, 

Hoi seek leciuits of death so fai 
But plague themselves with blood and war 
And if these fail, theie is no good, 

Kind natnie eei on m<in bestowed, 

But he can easily diveit 
To his own m^seiy and liuit. 

Make th '-c, w Inch lieaven meant to bless 
Th’ imgiateful woild with, gentle peace, 
With Inxuiy nid excess, as fast 
As wai and desulanon, waste, 

Piomote moitility, and kill, 

As fast as aims, by sitting still , 

Like caithquakes slay wufcliout a blow, 

And only moving, ovei throw. 

Make law and equity as dear, 

As plunder and fiee-quaitei weie, 

And heice enconnteis at tlie bar 
Undo as fast, as those in w^ai , 

Emich bawds, v^Loies, and usuiers, 

Pxmps, sciiTeiieis, silenced mmisteis, 

That get estates by being undone 
Poi tendei conscience, and have none, 

Like those, that with then ciedit diive 
A tiade without a stock, and thiive. 
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Advance men in the olmicli and stite 
Poi being ot the meanest late, 

Eaised foi then douhle-ginled de&eits, 

Befoie intcgiity and paitb^ 

Pioduce moie giieious eompiaintb 
For plenty, than Lefoie foi v^ants, 

And make a iieh md finitful yeai 
A gieatei giie\ance than a deal, 

Make jests of gieatci dangeis fai 
Than those the} tienibled at in wai , 

Till, nnavaies, tbeybe liid a tiam 
To blow tlie public up again 
Bally with hoiioi, cciid in spoit, 

Bebellion and clesti notion oomt. 

And make fan itics, in despite 
Of all then madness leasun light, 

And vouch to all tlie'v ha\e foieshown, 

As othei inoiisteis oil lixve done, 

Although fiom tiutli md sense as fai, 

As all then othei maggots aie 

Foi things said false, md nevei meant, 

Bo oft piove tine by accident 

That -wealth, that bounteous foi tune sends 
As piesents to hei deaiest fiieiids. 

Is oft laid out upon a pin chase 
Of two yaids long m piiisli chuiches, 

And those too happy men that boi'-ght it 
Had li\ ed, and happiei too, without it 
For what does last vealth hung, hut cheat, 
Law, Irxuiy, disease, and debt, 

Pam, pleasuie, discontent, and^spoit, 

An eas}-tiouhled life, and shoit^ 

For men ne ei digged so deep into 
The bowels of the eaitli below. 

For metals that aie found to dwell 
Near neighboiii to the pit of hell, 

And have a magic povei to suay 
The greedy souls of men that v ay. 



74 


SA.TIE.IuS 


Eut With tlieix bodies have been fain 
To hll those tienclies np again, 

When bloody battles have been fought 
Tor shaiing that which they took out 
Tor wealth is all things that conduce 
To man’s destruction oi his use , 

A standaid both to buy and sell 
All things fi om heaven down to hell 
But all these plagues aie nothing near 
Those, lar moie ciuel and seveie, 

Unhappy man takes pains to find, 

T’ infiict himself upon his mind 
And out of his own bowels spins 
A rack and toiture foi his sins, 

Toiments himself, in vain, to know 
That most, which he can nevei do. 

And the more stiictly ’tis denied, 

The moie he is unsatisfied. 

Is busy in finding sciuples out, 

To languish in eternal doubt, 

See specties in the daik, and ghosts. 

And starts, as horses do at posts. 

And, when his eyes assist him least, 

Discerns such subtle objects best. 

On hypothetic di earns and visions 
Gioundb evei lasting disquisitions, 

And laises endless contioveisies 
On vulgar theorems and heaisays. 

Grows positive and confident, 

In things so far beyond th’ extent 
Of human sense, he does not know 
Whether they be at all, oi no , 

And doubts as much in things, that are 
As plainly evident and cleai , 

TIk fourteen line's teimmating heie weie written by Butler on 
the opposite page of the US Mr fhjer consigns, them to a note 
hut astlie> weie cleai ly intended to foim a p rt of the poem, thev 
are heie inserted m the text 
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Disdains all iibefnl sense, and plain, 

T’ apply to th mtiicate ana yam. 

And Clacks hib biains in plodding on 
That, wliicli is nevei to be known. 

To pose liimseli witli subtleties, 

And hold no other kno’w ledge wise, 
Althoitgli the subtlei all things aie, 

The^^ le but bo notmng the moie near. 

And the le^^s weight they can sustain, 

The moie he still la^s on in yam. 

And hangs his soul upon as nice 
And subtle cuiiosities, 

As one of that -v ast multitude, 

That on a needle’s point hi\e stood 
Weighs right and yiong, and tiue and faLe, 
Dpon as nice and subtle scales. 

As those that tuin upon a plane 
"With th’ hundiedtli part ot half a gram , 
And still the subtilci the> moye, 

The soonei false and useless proi e 
So man, that thinks to force and stiain 
Beyond its natural sphere, hib biain, 

In vam toiments it on the rack, 

And foi nnpioving, sets it back, 

Is ignoiant of his own extent, 

And that to which his aims aie bent, 

Is lost in both, and breaks his bla<le 
Dpon the anvil, wheie ’twas made 
Doi as abortions cost more pam 
Than vigorous biiths, so ail the vam 
And weak pioductions of mtifs wife, 

That aim at pm poses unfit, 

Dequiie moie diudgeiy, and woise 
Than those of strong and lively toice 


^ A joLc at the expense of the bchoolmcn Ihe origin of it m'^v be 
found in fet i hoinas Aqinna^', where he discusses the question whether 
a <^piiiuuil bemg is ronnnetl ^ to % pi ico, and, thorctoie, 

wh»ther two oi more angels can be in one at once Sunma 
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ON THE LICENTIOUSNESS OE THE AGE 

^ stiange ige ^^e\e lived in, and a lend, 

As eei the sun in all liis tiavels \ie\\ed. 

An age as vile as e\ei justice uiged, 

Like a fantastic lechei, to he scouiged, 

Noi has it ’scaped, and yet has onl} learned, 

The moie ’tis 23la2ued to be the less coiicci icd 
Twice have we seen two dieadful judgments i^ge, 
Enough to flight the stubboin’st-heaited age, " 

The one to mow vast ciowds of people down, 

The othei, as then needless, halt the town, 

And tno as mighty miiacles lestoie, 

AVhat both had i timed and destioyed befoie,t 
In all as imconceiued as if they’d been 
But pastinies foi diveision to be seen, 

Oi like the pligues of Egypt, meant a cuise, 

Not to leclaim us, but to make us woise [head ' 

Twice have men turned the woilcl, that 'iilly block- 
The wiong side outwaid, like a jugglei’s pocket, 

Shook out htpociisy, as fast and loose. 

As e’ei the deMl coidd teach oi smneis use, 

And on the othei side at once jiut in 
As impotent iniquity, and sin 
As skulls, that have been ciacked, aie often found, 
Upon the wiong side to lecei^e the wound, 

And, like tobacco-pipes at one end hit. 

To bleak at th’ othei still that’s ojiposite, 

So men, who one extia\agance would shun, 

Into the contiaty extieme have run, 

And all the diffeiemce is, that as the fiist 
PiOYokes the othei fieak to piove the woist, 

TkpoIorm( 8 , Pars Pnma Qucustio In De cowpai atione A’ngdo) im ad loca 
Aiticuliis m Lt) am pliires dngeli posmat simul PS^e ta eodan loco 

* Ihe Oreat Plague ot i<565 and the. Eiie of London '^^^uch broke 
out on the snd Stpamher, 1666 

t ^Ir Ihjer con]e-tuies tint bv the ‘tt\o mighty miiucles are 
m^ant the rapia lebmiding of the city, and the healthy season tint 
followed 
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So, 111 letnin, tliat stiives to lendei less 
Tlie last delusion, Mitli its oi'vn excess, 

And, like two unskilled gamesteis, use one way 
"Witli bungling t’ help out one anotliei’s play 
Foi those, who lieietofoie sounlit jnnate holes 
Secmely in the diik to damn then souls, 

Wore Yizaids of hypoeiisy to steal 
And slink away, in masqueiade^ to hell, 

ISTow bring tlieir clinics into the open sun, 

Foi all mankind to gaze then worst upon, 

As eagles tiy then young against his lays. 

To pro've, if bhey’ie of gene ous hieed, oi base, 

Call henen and enth to witness, how the}' ’ve aimed 
With all then utmost vigoui to he damned, 

And by then own exmiples, in the view 
Of all the woild, stined to damn otheis too^ 

On all occasions sought to be as ci\il 
As possible they could, t’ his giace the Devil, 

To gi\e him no unnecessaiy tiouhle, 

Noi in small matteis use a fiiend so noble, 

But with then constant practice done their best 

T’ impiove, and piopagate his inteiest 

For men ha’ve now made vice so gicat an air, 

The mattei of fact’s become the slightest pait, 

And the debauchecVst actions they can do, 

Meie tiifles, to the cncumstance and show 
For tis not what they do, that’s now the sin. 

But what they lev dly affect, and glory in. 

As it pieposteiously they would piofess 
A foiced hypociisy of wickedness, 

And affectation, that makes good thuigs had, 

Must make affected shame accuised,"and mad, 

Foi vices foi themsel-ves may find excuse, 

But never foi then complement, and shows , 

That if there ever were a m} steiy 
Of moial seculai iniquity, 

And that the chuiches may not lose then due 
By being incioached upon, ’tis nowq and new 
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Fox' men aie now as sciupnlous, and nice, 

And teiidei conscienced of low pdltij \ice, 

Disdain as piondlj to be tlionght to have 
To do in any mischief, but the bia\e; 

As the most sciupulous zealot of late times 
T’ appeal in any, but the horiid’st ciimes^ 

Have as piecise and stiict punctilios 
Now to appeal, as then to make no shows. 

And steel the woild by disagreeing foice 
Of diffeient customs ’g\in&t hei natuial couise 
So poweifafs ill example to incioacli, 

And natui e, spite of all hei laws, debauch , 

Example, that impel ions dictatoi 

Of all that’s good, oi bad, to human natui e, 

By which the woild’s con up ted and reclaimed, 
Hopes to be sa\ed, and studies to be damned, 

That leconciks all contianeties, 

hi ikes wisdom foolishness, and folly wise, 

Imposes on divinity, and sets 

Hei seal alike on ninths, and counteifeits, 

Alteis all chaiacteis of viitue and "vice, 

And passes one foi th’ othei in disguise , 

Makes all things, is it pleases, undei stood, 

The good loceived foi bad, and bad foi aood. 

That silly countei -changes wiong and right, 

Like white in fields of black, and black in white , 
As if the laws of natui e had been made 
Of pin pose, only to be disobeyed, 

Oi man had lost his mighty interest, 

By having been distinguished fiom a beast, 

And had no otliei way but sin and vice, 

To be restoied again to Paiadj.se 

How copious is our language lately gi own, 

To make blaspheming wit, and a jaigon * 

And yet how expiessiae and significant, 

In damme at once to cuise, and sweai, and lant ^ 

* Counter changes m hcialdi> mean inteiinivtuic^, as the colours 
of the held and chaige 
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As if no way expiessed men’s souls so well, 

As d mining of tliein to the pit ot hell, 
j[!7oi any asseverition weie so ciiil, 

As moitgigmg sahation to the de\il, 

Oi that his name did add a cliaimiug grace, 

And blasphemy a puiit} to oui phiase 
Foi what can any langUuge moie eniich, 

Than to pay souk foi vitiating speech, 

When the gieatest tyiant in the woiid made those 
But lick then woids out, that abused his piose^ 
What tii^ial punishments did then piotect 
To public censuie a piofoiind lespect, 

When the most shimeful penance and severe, 

That could b’ indicted on a ca"^ aliei 
For infamous debaucheiy, vas no woise, 

Than but to be degiaded fiom his lioise, 

And hd^e his lively of oats and hay, 

Instead of cutting spuis off, taken away'^ 

They held no toituie then so gieat as shame, 

And that to slay was less than to delame, 

Foi just so much legaid as men expicss 
To th’ censuie of the public, moie oi less, 

The same will be letuined to them agun, 

In shame oi reputation, to a giain. 

And, how peiveise soe’er the woild appeals, 

’Tis just to all the bad it sees, and heais, 

And foi that viitue, stiives to be allowed, 

Foi all the injuiies it does, the good 
How silly were then sages hcietofore 
To flight then lieioes with a siien vhoie, 

Make ’em believe a watei -witch with chaims 
Could sink then men of wai, as easy as stoims, 
And turn then maimois, that heaid them sing, 
Into land poi pusses, and cod, and ling, 

To teirify those mighty champions 

As we do childien now with Bloody-bones , 

Until the subtlest of then con-jineis 
Sealed up the labels to his soul, his eais, 
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And tied lii% deifened sailois, while lie j)assed 
The dieadful lady’s lodgmgci, to the mast, 

And lathei ventiiie di owning, than to wiong 
The sea-pugs’ chaste eais with a bawdy song 
To b’ out of countenance, and, like an iss, 

ISTot pledge the Lady Ciice one beer-glass ^ 
Uninanneily lefuse her tieat and wine, 

Foi fell of being turned into a swine, 

When one of oui heioic ad^ent’ieis now 
Would dxink hei down, and turn her int’ a sow 
So simple weie those times, when a giave sage 
Could with an old-wife’s tale instinct the age, 
Teach viitue inoie fantastic ways and nice, 

Than ouis will now endure t’ impiove in vice, 
Made a dull sentence, and a moial fable 
Do moie, than all oui lioldings-foith are able, 

A forced obscuie m 3 rthology con-vince. 

Beyond oui woist iiiHictions upon sms, 

When an old pioveib, or an end of verse 
Could inoie than all oui penal laws coerce. 

And keep men hones tei than all oiii fiiiies 
Of jailois, judges, constables, and juues. 

Who weie conveited then with an old saying, 
Bettei than all oui pi caching now, and piaying 
Wliat fops had these been, had they lived with us 
Wheie the best leason’s made iidiculous. 

And all the plain and sobei things we say, 

By lailleiy aie put beside then playt 
Foi men aie giown above all knowledge now, 
And, what they’re ignoiant of, disdain to know, 
Engross tiuth, like finatics, underhand. 

And boldly ludge, befoie they undei stand. 

The self-same courses equally advance 
In spiritual, and carnal ignoiance, 

-4.nd, by the same degiees of confidence, 

Become impiegnable against all sense. 

For, they outgrew oidmances then. 

So would they now moiahty again 
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Tliotigli cliudgeiy and knowledge aie ol km, 

And botli descended lioin one paient &m, 

And tlieiefoie seldom Live been kno^\n to pait, 

In tiacmg out tlie ways ol tiutli and ait. 

Yet tbe/ liave Yoitli-west passages to steei 
A slioit way to it, witliout pains oi care 
Foi, as implicit laitli is fai nioie stiff, 

Tlian that winch undei stands its o^vn belief, 

So those, that think, and do but think, they know. 
Are far moie obstinate than those that do, 

And moie aveise, than if they’d ne’ei been taught 
A wrong way, to a light one to be bi ought, 

Take boldness upon ciedit befoiehand, 

And giow^ too po&m\e to undei stand. 

Believe themselves as knowing, and as famous, 

As if their gifts had gotten a 7iiaiiclaubus^ 

A bill of stole to take up a degiee, 

With all the learning to it, custom-fiee,t 
And look as big, foi what they bought at comt, 
As if they’d done then exeicises foi t 


UPON GAMING 

W HAT fool would tiouble fortune moie, 
When she has been too kind befoie, 
Or tempt her to take back agam, 

What she had thiown away m vain, 

By idly ventuimg her good graces 
To be disposed of by ahns-aces. 

Or settling it in tiust to uses, , 

Out of his power, on tiays and deuces, 

To put it to the chance, and try, 

I’ th’ ballot of a box and die, 


Original sin 

t * A bill of store is a licence which the merchant obtains at the 
Custom House, ot takine; up such stoies and pioMsioubas aie necessan 
for Ins voj'age, custom tree — I 

III BXJTME ^ 
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Wlietliei Ills -money be Ins OT^n, 

And lose it, if lie be o’eitlnown^ 

As il lie weie betia^ed, and set 
By Ins o^Mi stais to eveiy cheat, 

Oi wietcliedly condemned by fate 
To tliiow dice foi his own estate ^ 

As mntmeeis, by fatal doom, 

Do foi then li\cs upon a dium'2 
Bor ^\h^t less influence can piodiice, 

So gieat a monstei as a chouse, 

Or any two-legged thing possess 
With such a biiitish sottishness^ 

Dnless those tutelaiy stais, 

Inti-usted by astiologeis 

To have the ch nge of man, combined 

To nse him in the self-same kind, 

As those, that helped them to the tiust 
Are "^ont to deal with others jnst 
Foi to become so sadly dull 
And stupid, as to flne foi gull, 

Not as, ill cities, to b’ excused, 

But to be jiidged fit to be used, 

That, whosoe’ei can diaw it in 
Is sine inevitably t’ wm. 

And, with a cuised half-witted fate, 

To glow more dully despeiate. 

The moie Tis made a common piey, 

And cheated foppishly at plw, 

Is then condition fate betiays 
To folly fust, and then destioys 
For what, Jbut miiacles, can seive 
So gieat a madness to pieseive, 

As his, that ventuies goods and chattels, 
Where theie’s no quaitei given, in battles, 
And fights with money-bags as bold, 

As men with sand-hags did of old,^ 


See^ol 11 p 135 , note*' 
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Puts laudSj and ttiuements, and stoclv<=i 
Into a paltiy jugglti s box. 

And, like an aldciman of (lotliani, 
Embaiketb in so ^ ile a bottom ^ 

Engages blind and senseless b ip 
’Gainst liigli, and lo^\J and slm, and kn-^p/ 
As Taitais witli a man of stiaw 
Encountei lions, limd to piw, 

With those, that neter vtntme moie, 

Than they had safel}’’ ’nsined befoie , 

Who, when tliej^ knock the box, and shake 
Bo, like the Indian i attie-snake, 

But stiive to lum, and destioy 
Those that mistake it toi fan plaj"" , 

That hat e then fnlliains at coijLimaiid,t 
Bi ought up to do then feats at hind, 

That undei stand then calls and knocks, 
And how to place themsehes i’ th’ box, 
Can tell the oddses of all games, 

And when to anstt ei to then names , 

And, when he conjuies them t’ appeei, 
Like imps aie leady eveiywheie, 

When to play foul, and when lun fan. 

Out of design, upon the squaie, 

And let the gieedy cully win, 

Only to diaw him fuithei m, 

While those, with which he idly plays, 
Have no legaid to what he says, 
Although he jeinie j and blaspheme, 
When they miscairj" heaven and them, 
And damn his soul, and sveai, and cui^e, 
And ciucify his Saviour woise 
Than those Jew-tioopeis, that thiew out, 
When they were lafflmg foi his coat. 


* High, low, slur, nud knap, terms used m certain games at caul^ 
t See \ol 1 p 190, note t 

i l^roperiy retue Ihe expiession is French — renier et hlasphtmcr 
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Denotince revenge, as if tliey heard, 

And lightly undei stood, and leaied, 

And would take heed another time, 

IIo^\ to commit so bold a ciime, 

AVhen the jdooi bones aie innocent 
Of all lie did, oi said or meant, 

And have as little sense almost. 

As he that damns them, when h’ has lost 
As if he had lelied upon 
Then judgment, lather than his own, 
And that it veie then fault, not his. 
That managed them himself amiss, 

And give them ill instiuctions, how 
To lun, as he vonld ha\e them do, 

And then condemns them sillily 
For having no moie wit than he 


OX CUE EIDICULOXJS IMITATION OF THE 
EEENCH * 

W HO would not lathei get him gone 
Beyond th’ mtolei ablest zone, 

Oi steel his passage thiough those seas, 

That burn in flames, oi those that fieeze, 

Than see one nation go to school, 

And leain of anothei, like a fool *2 
To study all its tucks and fashions 
With epidemic affectations, 

And dale to weai no mode oi dress, 

But whaifthey, in then wisdom, jjlease, 

^ The 1 a fife foi Trench fashions which set in at the Eebtoration 
peiiadcd all cl asses and exeicised a wide influence o\ei the litcratme, 
costume, and mannerb of the age Ihe eoxaedies of 'VYycherlej , Sh id- 
well and Etherege, especiall) the list, reflect, in stril ing pictures 
chawn to the life, that remaikahle re\olution in the national taste 
It was sanction enough tor the most extra\agant absurdities as 
1)1 \ den indicates in some of hib piologues and epilogues, that they 
\ le the mode in France 
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As monkeys aie, loj being taiigbt 
To put on gloves md stockiugs, caiiglit^'^ 
Submit to all that tliey devibe, 

As if it woie tlieii liveiies^ 

Make leady, and diess tli’ imagination, 

ITot Avitb tlie clothes, but with the lashion^ 
And change it, to iulhl the ciuse 
Of Adam’s fall, foi new, though woise. 

To make then bieeches fall and use 
Fiom middle legs to middle thighs, 

The tiopics between vhich the hose 
Move always as the fishion goes 
Sometime weai hats like pyiamids, 

And sometimes flat, like pipkins’ lidb 
With bioad bums sometimes like iiml iclla-, 
And sometimes naiiow as Punchinello’s 
In coldest weathei go unbiaced, 

And close in hot, as li th’ weie laced, 
Sometimes with sleeves and bodies wide. 
And sometimes stiaitei than a hide 
Wear peiuques, and with false giey hnis 
Disguise the tiue ones, and then yeais, 
That, when theyie modish, with the young 
The old may seem so m the thiong, 

And as some pupils have been known, 

In time to put then tutois ao wn 
So ouis aie often found t’ have got 
Moie tucks than evei they weie tax^ghu 
With sly iiitiigues and aitifices 
Dsuip then poxes and then ^ices. 

With gainituies upon then sho^, 

Make good then claim to gouty toes. 

By sudden staits, and shiugs, and gioans 
Pretend to achts in then bones, 


* ‘ Alluding to what tiavellcis i elate of the method of catthai:? 
raonktys bj drooping gloAts btocking'. ACjUndei the tre^s i\liit!i 
those billy ammals putting on, XJie’tent them fiom making tlicir 
ebcape' — T 
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To scabs and botclies, and lay tiams 
To piove then iximiing of the leins^ 

And, lest they should seem destitute 
Of any mange that’s in lepute, 

And be behind Innd ^ith the mode, 

AYill sweai to ciystalline and node, 

And, that they may not lose then light, 

Make it apiieai how they came by’t 
Disdain the countiy wheie th’ >veie bum,'’ 

As bastaids then own motheis scoin. 

And tint \\hich bi ought them foith contemn, 
As it desei^es, foi bcanng them 
Admiie whate’ei they find abioad, 

But nothing heie, though e’ei so good, 

Be nati\es wheiesoe’ei they come, 

And only loicigneis at home. 

To which th’ appear so fai estianged, 

As il they d been i’ th’ ciadle changed, 

Oi fioni beyond the seas conveyed 
By witches — ^not boin heie, but laid, 

Oi by outlandish fafcheis ^\eie 
Begotten on then motheis liere, 

And tlieretore justly slight that nation, 
Wheie tiiey ve so mongicl a i elation. 

And seek out othei climaaes, wheie 
They may degeneiate less than heie. 

As woodcocks, when their plumes aie giown, 
Boine on the wind’s vniigs and their o\mi, 
Foisake the countiics wheie they re hatched, 
And seek out othei s, to be catched 
So they moii§ natuially may please 
And humoui then ow n geinnses, 

Apply to all things, wdiich they see 
With then own fancies best agiee 
hTo mattei how iidiculous, 

’Tis all one, if it be in use , 

Fui nothing can be bad or good. 

But as tis in oi out of mode. 
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And as the nations aie that n-be it, 

All ought to piactise, oi lefuse it^ 

T’ ohsei^e then postal es, move, and stiiid 
As they give out the woid o’ command, 

To leain the dullest of then whinib, 

And hov' to weai thtn aeiy limbs, 

To turn and manage eveiy put, 

Like puppets, by then lules of ait, 

To shiiig disci eetly, act and tiead, 

And politicly shake the he id, 

Until the ignoiant, that guess 
At all things by th’ appe ii ances, 

To see how ait and naiuie stme 
Believe them leilly alne, 

And that they’ie \eiy men, not things 
That move by puppet-woik and ^piiugs, 

When tiuly all then feaxs have been 
As well peifoimed by motion-men, 

And the woist diolls ot Punchinellos 
Weie much th’ ingeuiousei fellows, 

Poi, when the^’ie peifect in then lesson, 

Th h}^Dothesis giows out of season, 

And, all their lahoui lost, tlipy’ie fain 
To leain new, and begin again, 

To talk eternally and loud, 

And altogethei in a ciowd, 

USTo matter what, foi in the noise 
Uo man minds what anothei siys. 

To assume a conhdence beyond 
Mankind, foi solid and piofound. 

And still the less and less thej know, 

The gieatei close of that allow 
Deciy all things foi to be wnse 
Is not to know, but to despise, 

And deep judicious confidence 
Has still the odds of wit and sense, 

And can pietend a title to 

Pai greatei things than they can do 



88 


SATIRES 


T’ adorn then English, 'with Fiench sciaps, 
And give then veij language claps ^ 

To jeime^ iiglitly, and renounce 
r th’ pine and mo'^t appioved of tones, 
And, while they idly think t’ eniich, 
Aduiteiate then native speech, 

Eoi though to binatter ends of Gieek 

Oi Latin be the ihetoiic 

Of pedants counted, and vain-gloiious, 

To smatter Fiench is meritoiious, 

And to foiget then mo thei -tongue, 

Or pmposely to speak it wrong, 

A hopeful sign of paits and wit, 

And that th’ improve and beneht , 

As those, that have been taught amiss 
In libeial aits and sciences, 

Must all they’d learned befoie in vain 
Forget quite, and begin again 


UPON DRUNKENNESS 

pity wine, which natuie meant 
To man in kindness to present, 
And gave him kindly to caiess, 

And cherish his fiail happiness, 

Of equal viitue to lenew 
His weaned mind and body too, 
Should, like the cidei-tiee in Eden, 
Which only giew, to be forbidden, 

NTo sooner come to be enjoyed, 

But th’ own Cl’s fatally destioyed, 

And that, winch she foi good designed, 
Becomes the rum of mankind, 

That for a little vain excess 
Buns out of all its happiness, 


* See ante, p S3, note t 
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And makeb tKe fiiend of truth and love 
Then gieatest adveisaij pio\e 
T’ abuse a blessing she bestowed 
So tiulj essential to his good^ 

To counteivail his pensive caies, 

And slavish diudgeiy of aftaiis, 

To teach him judgment, ^it, and sense. 

And, more than all these, confidence. 

To pass his times of lecieacion 
In choice and noble conveisation, 

Catch truth and lexson unawaies. 

As men do health in wholesome airs. 

While fools their conveisants possess 
As una’^ aies with sottishness, 

To gam access a piivate vay 
To man’s best sense, by its own key, 

Which painiul judgeis stiive in vain 
By any othei couise t’ obtain, 

To pull ofi all disguise, and view 
Things as they’ie natuiai and tiue, 

Discover fools and knaves, allowed 
Boi wise and honest in the ciowd , 

With innocent and i-iituous spoit 
Make shoit days long, and long nignts short, 
And mirth, the only antidote 
Against diseases, eie thej^he got. 

To save health harmless fiom th’ access 
Both of the medicine, and disease. 

Or make it help itself, secuie 
Against the despeiat’st fit, the cnie 
All these sublime pieiogativ^s 
Of happiness to human lives 
He vainly thiows away, and slights 
For madness noise, and bloody fights , 
When nothing can decide, but swoids 
And pots, the light oi wiong of voids, 
Like princes title'^ , and he’s outed 
The justice of hi& cuise, that’s i outed 
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ISTo soonei has a chaige been sounded, 

With — ^on of a whoie, and Daiiitted confounded — 
And the bold signal gi’ven, the lie, 

But instantly the bottles fly^ 

Where cujis and glasses aie small shot. 

And cannon-ball a pe\-vter-pot 
That blood, that’s hardly in the vein, 

Is now lemanded back again, 

Though spiling fiom wine of the same piece, 

And near a-kin, within degiees, 

Stiives to commit assassinations 
On its own natiiial lelations, 

And those twjn-spiiits, so kind-heaitcd, 

That from their fi lends so lately paited, 

1:^0 soonei several ways aie gone, 

But by themselves aie set u2)on, 

Suipiised like biothei against biothei, 

And put to th’ swoid by one anothei 
So much nioie fieice are civil wais, 

Than those between meie foieigneis, 

And man himself, with wine possessed, 

Moie sa\age than the wildest beast 
Foi seipents, when they meet to witei, 

Lay by their poison and then natuie 
And heiccst cieatuies, that lepaii, 

In thiisty deseits, to then laie 
And distant iiveis’ banks to dunk, 

In love and close alliance link, 

And fiom then mixtuie of stiange seeds 
Pioduce new, nevei-heaid-of bieeds, 

To whom the^fieicei unicoin 
Begins a laige health with li^s hoin, 

As cuckolds jmt then antidotes, 

When they dunk coffee, into th’ pots * 


* ‘ This refers to the commonly received opinion that the unicorn’s 
horn IS an antidote igainst poi on and acooiding to the desciijaion 
g ven of thii, aniinil — it thcic be such a one — lie must necessanly d’p 
hib horn into the water when he stoops do^^n to diinh Ih s Lutlcr 
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^Ylllle man, witli i aging dunk luflamtJ, 

Is fn moie &a\age and untamed, 

Supplies Ins iosb of wit and sense 
With haiLaioubness and insolence, 

Believes himself, the less he s able, 

The moio heioic and foimukhle, 

La}s by his leason in his bowls, 

As Till kb aie said to do then souls, 

Until it has so often been 
Shut out oi its lodging, and let m, 

At length it nevei can attain 
To find the light -way back again, 

Brinks all his time away, and piunes 
The end ol’s life, as vigncions 
Cut shoit the blanches of a \ine, 

To make it beai moie plenty o wine, 

And that, which natuie did intend 
T enlarge his life, peiaeits t’ its end 
So Noah, when he anchoied s ife on 
The mountain’s top, his lofty haven, 

And all the passengeis he boie, 

Were on the new woild set aslioie, 

He made it next his chief design 
To plant and pi op agate a vme, 

Which since has oaei whelmed and diOAvned, 
Bar gieatei numbeis on dry giound, 

Ot wi etched mankind, one by one, 

Than all the flood befoie had done 


'irdilv' supposes the cuckold must \lfciO do, T\heii he bund', do^\u to sip 
Ins toffee 1 hud a joke of the sam.. km 1 u^n the cutkold ou i &ti ip 
among his loose pxpeib — I In thi owing ,fdoubt i pon e txisttn..e 
ol the Unicom, Mi Tli>ti seems to coiiloimd the inimil so called the 
monoccios with the 1 ilmlous unicoin m heraldry The unicorn men- 
tioned m the teciiptuies is nmv genei illy supposed to be the rhino- 
ceros 

* Alludirg to the sophistry of con«;cience imputed to the lud s, who 
aie said to dismiss then souls uhen the^ aie about to indulge in wiu^-, 
so thit tliei ma^ escipe responsibility lor bamig \ioHted the 
i^rophet s injunctions lln«> leteiied to moie at liia,e m the Ode on 
an JJijiJOCi Uical Kotitonjo'i mit>t 



92 


S4.TI11ES 


ON EHYME'^' 

G EEAT famous v^ho^e iich and easy vein, 

Flee, and unused to diudgeiy and pain, 

Has all Apollo’s tieasure at commaud, 

And, liow good verse is coined, dost undei stand, 

In all wit’s combats, master of defence, 

Tell me, liow dost tliou pass on rhyme and sense *2 
’Tis said they apply to thee, and in thy veise 
Do fieely lango themselves as volimteeis 
And without pain, oi pumping f oi a woi d, 

Place themselves fitly of their own accoid 
I, whom a lewd capiich, for some great ciime 
I have committed, has condemned to rhyme, 

With slavish obstinacy vex my brain 
To reconcile ’em, but, alas ' m vain 
Sometimes I ^et my wits upon the rack, 

And, when I would say white, the verse says black, 
When I would draw a brave man to the life, 

It names some slave, that pimps to his own wife, 

Oi base poltroon, that would have sold his daugnter, 
If he had met with any to have bought liei , 

When I would praise an author, the untovaid 
Damned sense, says Yngil, hut the ihyme ,f 
In fine, vdiate’er I sriive to bring about, 

The contrary, spite of my heart, comes out 
Sometimes, enraged for time and pains misspent, 

I give it over, tired and discontent^ 

And, damning the dull fiend a thousand times, 

By whom I was possessed, forswear all rhymes, 

But having cursed the muses, they appear, 

To be revenged for’t, ere I am aware 
Spite of myself, I straight take fire again, 

Fall to my task with paper, ink, and pen, 

* The editor of the last edition of lh}ei observes that this satne is 
a close imitation of Boilcau's Second Satire, addiessed lo Molicu 
t IJso doabt, the blank should be nlltd up ■with the name of Ned 
Howard — Sec post 144 note * 
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And bieakmg all the oaths I made, in rain 
Piom veise to veise, expect then aid again 
But if my muse oi I -weie so disci eet, 

T’ enduie, foi iliyme’s sake, one dull epithet, 

I might, like otheis, easily command 

Woids without study, leady and at hand 

In praising Chloiis, moons, and stais, and skies, 

Are quickly made to match hei face and e} es , 

And gold, and lubies, with as little caie, 

To fit the colour of her lips and han. 

And mixing suns, and floweis, and peail, and stones, 
Mike ’em seive all complexions at once 
^ylth these fine fancies, at haii-hazaid wiit, 

I could make "vei&es wuthout ait oi wit, 

And, shifting foity times the 'veib and noun, 

With stolen impeitmence patch up mine own 
But in the choice of woids, my sciupulous wit 
Is fearful to pass one that is unfit , 

Noi can endiue to fill up a void place, 

At a line’s end, with one insipid phiase. 

And, theiefoie, when I sciibble twenty times, 
When I have wiitten four, I blot two ihymes 
May he he damned, who fiist found out that cuise, 
T’ impiison, and confine his thoughts in veise. 

To hang so dull a clog upon his wit, 

And make his leason to Ins ihyme submit 
Without this plague, I fieely might have s^ient 
My happy days with leisuie and content, 

Had nothing in the woild to do, oi think, 

Like a fat piiest, but whore, and eat and dunk, 
Had past my time as pleasantly away. 

Slept all the night, and loitered*all the day 
My soul, that’s fiee from caie, and feai, and hope, 
Xnow s how to make hei own ambition stoop, 

^ Maudit soit le premiei , dont la \erve insensea 
Dans les boincs tl mi vers itnlerma li pcusce, 

Dt donnaxit a ses iiiotis unc ctroite pnson, 

Youlut avtc la iime cncUamcr la raison — Bojllau 
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T’ avoid uneasy gieatness and lesort, 

Oi foi prefeimeiit; following the conit 
How hippy had I been if, foi a cmse, 

The fates had nevei sentenced me to veise^ 
But, evei since this peiemptoiy vein 
With lestless fieiizy fust possessed iny hi am, 
And that the devil tempted me, in spite 
Of my own happiness, to judge and wiite, 

Shut up against my will, I w^aste my age 
In mending this, and blotting out that page, 
And glow so w^eaiy of the shvish tiide, 

I envy then condition that wiite bad 
0 happy Scuaeiy’ whose easy quill 
Can, once a month, a mighty volume fill,* 

Boi, though thy woiks aie wiitten in despite 
Of all good sense impertinent, and slight, 
Thev ne'vei have been known to stand in need 
Of station ei to sell, oi sot to lead, 

Poi so the ihyme he at the veise’s end, 

No mattei whithei all the lest does tend 
Unhappy is that man, who, spite of ’s Iieait, 

Is foiced to he tied up to rules of ait 
A fop that sciibbles, does it with delight, 
Takes no pains to considei what to write, 

But, fond of all the nonsense he bungs foith, 
Is lavished with his own gieat wit and woith. 
While brave and noble wi iters vainly strive 
To such a height of gloiy to aiiive, 


* Scudery and his sister, the authoi of the Tvell kno^n romances, 
i\ere boh \oliiminoUiD ;^nteis, espeuallj Madame Scudery Jhe 
allu'^ion IS to the founcr, \vho died m i66l Ihe pass lac is translated 
from Boileau — 

Bienhettreux Scuden dont K feitilc plume 
Feut toub les mois s ins pane enfanter un volume 
rc<! eciits, il est \rai, san-^ art et languissans, 

Semblent etre formes eu dcpit de bon sen«! 

Mils il tiouve pom tout quoi quon cn puisse due, 

Ln marchand pour le» vendie et des sots pour le* lire 
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But all they do unsatisfied, 

ISTe’ei please thenisehes, though all the oild beside, 
And those -v^diom ail mankind adinue foi wit, 

Wish, tor their otvu sakes, they had never uiit 
Thou then, that seest how ill I spend ni} time 
Teach me, foi pity, hov, to make a ihyme, 

And if th’ mstiuctions chance to piove m vam, 
Teach how ne’er to wiite agam 


UPON MAKBIAOE 

S TJBE maiiiages -^eie ne\ei so well fitted, 

As vhen to matiimonr men weie committed, 
Like thle^es, by justices, and to a -wiie 
Bound, iike"t“o“g oocl^behavioui , dining life 
For then ’twas but a civil contiact made. 

Between two paitneis, thit set up a tiade, 

And if both failed, theie was no conscience, 

Nor taith invaded, in the stiictest sense , 

No canon of the chuich, noi now, was hioke 
When men did fiee then galled necks fiom the yoke 
But when they tiled, like othei homed beasts, 

Might have it taken off, and take then rests, 
Without being bound in duty xo show cause, 

Or leckon with divme, oi human laws 

For since, what use of matiimony has been, 

But to make gallantry a gieatei sm'2 
As if theie were no appetite, nor gust, 

Below adulteiy, in modish lust, 

Or no debauchery wei e ex^iuisite^ 

Until it has attained its perfect height 
For men do now take wi\e& to nohlei ends, 

Not to bear childien, hut to beai ’em friends, 

♦ In this passage Butler coinejs allusion to the .ibolition of the 
Office of Matiimoiiy hy the Sectaries. 
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'Wliom notLing can oblige at sucli a late, 

As these endeaiing ofiices ol late 
For men are now gio'^n wise, and nndei stand 
How to imj)io-ve then ci lines, as well as land. 
And if they’ve issue, make the infants pay 
Down for then ov n begetting on the day, 

The chaigcs of the gossi^ung disbuise, 

And pay befoiehand, eie they’ie boin, the nuise 
As he that got a monster on a cow, 

Out of design of setting up a show 

For why should not the biats for all account, 

As well as foi the chiistenmg at the fount, 

When those that stand for them, lay down the lai 
O’ th’ banquet and the piiest, in spoons and plate *2 
The ancient Homans made the state allow, 

For getting all men’s childien above two 
Then maiiied men to propagate the bleed, 

Had gieat rewaids for what they never did, 

Were piivileged, and highly honoured too, 

For ownmg what their fi lends were fain to do, 
For, so they ’ad children, they i eg aided not 
By whom, good men ’ or how they weie begot 
To borrow wives, like money, or to lend, 

Was then the civil office of a ft lend, 

And he that made a sciujile in the case, 

Was held a miserable wietch, and base, 

Foi when they ’ad childien by ’em, th’ honest men 
Hetnined ’em to their husbands back again 
Then for th encoui igement and piopagation 
Of such a gieat concernment to the nation. 

Ail people veie so full of complacence, 

And civil duty f o the public sense, 

They had no name t’ expiess a cuckold then, 

But that which signified all maiiied men, 

Hor vas the thing accounted a disgiace, 

Unless among the dirty populace. 

And no man undei stands on what account 
Less ciail nations aftei hit upon’t 
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Foi to be known a cuckold can be no 
Biskonouij ])ut to him tbxt thinks it so, 

Foi, if he tecl no chagim, oi lemoise, 
liis foiehead’s shot-fiee and he’b nc’ei fche w^oise 
Por hoi ns, like homy calluses, aie found 
To glow on skulls tii l-c hare leceived a wound, 

Are cracked, ana bioken not at all on those 
That aie in\ulnerate, and fiee fiom blows 
What a biaie time had cuckold'makeis then, 
hen they weie held the woithiest of men, 

The leal latheis ot the commonwealth, 

That planted colonies in Eome itself ^ 

When he that helped his neighbouis, and begot 
Most Eomans, w as the noblest patiiot ’ 

Por if a biave man, that piesei\ed horn death 
One citizen, was honoured with a wieaih,^ 

He, that moie gallantly got xhiee oi toui, 

In reason must deseive a gieat deal moie 
Then, it those gloiious woithies of old Pome, 

That civilized the world they ’ad oveicome, 

And taught it laws and learning, found this w'ay 
The best to save their empire fiom decay, 

Why should not these, that boiiow all the worth 
They have fiom them, not take this lesson foith. 
Get childien, fi lends, and honoui too, and money 
By prudent managing of matiimony'^ 

Poi, it ’tis honomahle by ail confe'Jsed, 

Adulteiy must be woi shipful at least. 

And these times gieat, when piivate men are come 
IJp to the height and pohtic of Pome 
All by-blows weie not only fiee-boin then, 

But, like John Lilbnine, free-begotten men,t 
Had equal right and pimlege with these, 

That claim by title light of the four seas J 

* See Tol 1 p 147, note * t See vol u p i jp, note * 

% bee ’iol u p 85 , note + 


III BUTLER 


7 



93 


SmKES 


Foi being in maiiiage bom, it matteib not 
After what litui gy they weie begot, 

And if theie be a diffeience, they have 
Th’ advantage ot the chance in pio\ing biave, 

By being engendeied with moie life and foice, 
Than those begotten the dull way of com be 
The Chinese place all piety and zeal, 

In seizing with then wives the commonweal. 

Fix all then hopes of meiit, ind salvation, 

Upon then women’s supereiogation, 

With solemn vows then wives and daiighteis bind, 
Like Eve in Paiadise, to all mankind, 

And those that can pioduce the most gallants, 

Aie held the pieciousest of all then saints, 

Weai losaiies about their necks to con 
Then exeicises of devotion on, 

That serve them for certificates, to show 
"With what vast numbers they have had to do, 
Before they’ie maiiied make a conscience 
T’ omit no duty of incontinence, 

And she, that has been oft’nest jirostituted. 

Is woithy of the gieatest match leputed 
But, when the conqueimg Taitai went about 
To loot this orthodox leligion out, 

They stood for conscience, and lesolved to die, 
Bathei than change the ancient purity 
Of that religion, which then ancestors, 

And they, had piospered in so many years, 

Yowed to tlieii gods to saciifice then lives^ 

And die then daughteis’ martyrs, and their wives 
Befoie they wpuld commit so gieat a sin ^ 

Against the faith they had been bred up m 
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TUHY sliould tlie -woild be so aveise 
^ ^ To plagi 11 \ pi I’v ateei s, *■ 

That all men & sense and lancy seize, 

And make fiee piize of '^liat ■obey please*^ 
As if, because tliey bnfi and swell, 

Like pilfeieis full of wbit they steal, 

Otbeis might equal powei assume, 

To pay ’em with as baid a doom. 

To shut tliem up, like beists in pounds, 

Poi bieaking into otbeis’ giounds, 

Maik em witb cbaiacteis and brands, 

Like otbei ioigeis ot men’s bands, 

And in effigy bang and diaw 
The pool delinquents by club-law, 

When no indictment justly lies, 

But wbeie tbe tbeft will beai a pi ice 
For tbougb wit nevei can be le lined, 

It may b’ assumed and owned, and earned, 
And, like oui noblest fiiiits, impioved, 

By being tiansplanted and lemoved, 

And as it beais no ceitam rate, 

Koi pays one penny to tbe state, 


* The following alteration appears on the margin of the MS , m 
Butler s hand writing — 

Why ‘Should the world be so severe 
To eveij small-wit pn\ateer‘® 

Mr Thyer conjectures that this ‘satire wia ai'*ned at Sii John Denham, 
and adds that, the charge of plagiarit.m in borrowing the Soph> and 
hnj ing Coopers Bill coincides with and confirms this supposition But 
buying cannot be considered plogiansm, and borrowing an entire 
work bears much the same relation to pHgianbm as a wholesale 
robbery bcais to petty larcenv lii\en if it had bein true that Denham 
palmed such impositions upon the public he would not haie come 
within the description of peisons attacked in this satire, and should 
have been tieated as an offender of a very diffeient class 

7—2 
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Witli winch it turns no moie t’ account 
Than viitue, faitli, and mciits wont^ 

Is neithei mo'veahle, nor rent, 

ISTor chattel; goods, nor tenement^ 

JSTor "was it ever passed b’ entail, 

Koi settled upon the heiis-male^ 

Or if it weie, like ill-got Irnd, 

Did ne-ver fall t’ a second hand 
So ’tis no nioie to be engiossed, 

Than sunshine, or the air inclosed , 

Oi to piopiiety conhned. 

Than tlf uncontrolled and scatteied v.ind 
Tor why should that which nature meant 
To owe its being to its vent , 

That has no value of its ov^n, 

But as it IS divulged and kno^vn^ 

Is peiishable and destioyed, 

As long as it lies unenjoyed. 

Bo scanted of that libeial use, 

Which all mankind is fiee to choose, 

And idly horided, where ’twas hied. 

Instead of being dispeised and spierd*? 

And the moie lavish and pioiuse, 

’Tis of the noblei geneial use. 

As iiots, though supplied by stealth, 

Ai e wholesome to the commonwealth , 

And men spend fieeliei what they win, 
Than 'what they\e freely coming in 
The woild’s as full of cuiious wit 
Which those, that father, never writ, 

As ’tis of borstal ds, v hich the sot 
And cuckold owns, that ne’er begot , 

Yet pass as well, as if the one 
And th’ other by-blow were then own 
Poi why should he that’s impotent 
To judge, and fancy, and in'^ ent, 

For that impediment be stopped 
To ov'n and challenge, and /idopt, 
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At least til’ exposed, and fatlieikss 
Pool oiplians oi tlie and pi ess, 
"Wiiose piients aie obbcuie, oi dead. 

Or m fai coimtiieis boin and bied 

Ab none but kings have po^\el toiaibe 
A levy, wliicli the bubject pxys, 

And, though they call that tax a loan, 
Yet, when ’tis gat;heied, ’ns their O'^vn, 
So he, that s able to impose 
A wit-excibe on 'veibe oi piose, — 

And, stall the ablei authois aie, 

Can make them pay tiie gieatei shaie, — 
Is piince oi poets oi his time, 

And they his ^ assals, th it supply him , 
Can judge moie justly oi y hat he takes 
Than any oi the best he makes, 

And moie impaitially conceive 
Whats ht to choose, and what to leave 
Poi men leflect moie stiictly upon 
The sense oi otheis, than then own, 
And wit that’s made of w it and shght, 
Is iichei than tne plain downiight 
As salt that’s made oi salt’s moie hne 
Than when it hist came horn the biiiie 
And spuit s of a nobler natuie, 

Diawn ilom the dull mgiedient mattex 
Hence mighty Viigil’s said, of old, 
Fiom dung to have exti acted gold, — 

As many a lout and silly clown. 

By his instiuctions since has done, — 
And giew moie loity by that means, 
Than by his liveiy-oats and beans, 
Wlien horn his caits and country faim& 
He lose a mighty man at aims, 

To whom th’ heioics evei since 
Have swoin allegiance as then piiUv^e, 
And faithiully have in all times 
Observed his customs m then ihyincs 
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’Twas counted leaimng once and wit*' 

To void but "what some anthor wiit^ 

And what men undei stood by rote 
By as implicit sense to quote 
Then many a magisteiial cleik 
Was taught^ like singing buds i’ tli’ daik, 

And understood as much of things, 

As the ablest blackbnd what it sings ^ 

And yet was honouied and len owned, 

Foi gia^e, and solid, and pioiound 

Then why should those, who pick and choose 

The best of all the best compose, 

And join it by Mosaic ait, 

In giacelul oidei part to pait, 

To make the whole in beauty suit, 

ITot meiit as complete repute 
As those who, wibh less ait and pains, 

Can do it with then native biains, 

And make the home-spun business fit 
As fieely with then mothei wit, 

Since what by ISTituie was denied 
By ai t and industiy’s supplied. 

Both which aie moie oiu own, and biave 
Than all the alms that hTatuie gave '2 
Eoi what w’ acquiie by pains and art 
Is only due t’ oui own deseit. 

While all th’ endowments she confeis, 

Aie not so much our own, as heis, 

That, like good foitune, unawares 
Fall not t oui vntue but oui sliaies, 

And all wc^can pietend to merit. 

We do not pui chase, but inherit 

* In the maigin at this place, Butler inserted the following lines 

W hen no man writ sO small a booh 
But n inied w here this or th it he took , 

Eun tlnongh the alphabet of names, 

Fiom whom he made his chiefc&t clai , 

And whcresoe\ei he begin. 

He ended still with Zenophon 
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Thus all the gieat’st indentions dvhen 
They hist weie tonnd out^ weie so mean, 
That th’ authois of them aie unknodvn^ 
As little things they scoinecl to odvn. 
Until by men of noblei thought 
Th’ dveie to then lull peitection hi ought 
This pioves that vit does but lough-hedY, 
Leases ait to polish and leview^ 

And that a wit at second hand 
Has gieatest inteiest and command^ 

Foi to impiode, dispose, and judge, 

Is noblei than t’ indent, and dindge 
Invention’s humoions and nice, 

And nevei at commincl applies, 

Disdains t’ obey the pioudest vit, 

Unless it chance to b’ in the fit, — 

Like prophecy, that can piesage 
Successes of the latest age. 

Yet IS not able to tell vhen 
It next shall piophesy again, 

Makes all her suitois comse ind wait 
Like a pioud mimstei of state, 

And, when she’s seiioub in some fieak, 
Extravagant, and \am, and weak, 

Attend hei silly, lazy pleasuie, 

Until she chance to be at leisuie, 

When ’tis moie easy to steal wit. 

To clip, and foige, and coimteifeit 
Is both the business and delight, 

Like huntmg-spoits, of those that wiite, 
Eoi thieveiy is hut one soit, 

The leainkl say, ol huntmg-spoit 

Hence ’tis, that some, who set up fiist 
As law, and wi etched, and undeisecl, 

_A nd opened with a stock as pool. 

As a healthy heggai vith one soie, 

That nevei wiit in piose oi veise, 

But picked, or cut it, like a puise, 
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And at tlie best eonid but commit 
Tbe petty hiceny ot wit^ 

To whom to mite •was to piiilom 
And punting but to stamp false coin^ 
Yet aftei long and stuidy endeayonrs 
Of being painful wit-ieceivcis. 

With gatbeiing rags and sciaps of wit^ 
As papei’s made on wbicli ’tis wiit, 
Have gone forth authois, and acquiied 
The light — 01 wiong, to be admiied^ 
And;, aimed mtb confidence^ inclined 
The fools good luck, to be piefciied 
Toi, as a bankei can dispose 
Of greatei sums he only owes, 

Thau he, who honestly is kno-sm 
To deal in nothing but his own 
So whosoe’ei can take up most, 

May gieatest fame and ciedit bo^st 


UPOIT CRITICS 


yno JLDGE or 'modern PLvib pppoisely by the plbes or 

THE ANClEMfaif 

"l^HO eyei will i eg aid poetic fuiy, 

'When it IS once found idiot by a juiy. 
And eyeiy peit and aibitiaiy fool ^ 

Can all poetic licence o\ei*-iule, 


M- Thyer conjectm et. tint R) mu the roval hifatoriOOTaplier \\ho 

published an entitled i nac or Trcfjtditi> oj tU La^t Aql ib 
speoi ili> aimed at in thito piece iMi R>niv.rb object was to bhow iL it 
Shikspune and his eoutempoi oiicb were lufciioi to the Gice\^ in so 
far as thej violated the lules of Aiistotle, and deviated iioin ih^ 
cxampltb ot feophocleb nd Emipides Dr > den made some no^es upon 
Ji} aici s, uoik, in which he took the opposite side ot the qucbtiou lie 
concludeb i minute and tempeiate e\ iimnation ot the iiguments by 
obseiving that, ‘ it the plavb ot the ancients aie moie eoirectly plotted 
ouisare moie beautitullv written and it we can raise pabbTons ib 
higl on woi &e found itions, it bhowb oui geniub in trigedv is 
loi in ad Of nor paitb ol it the Lnglibh have m mdsaoly excelled the u 
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Assume a bi.buous tyianm**, to hindle 
The muses woi^e than OtoUogoth ami ^^andal^ 
Make ’em submit tio veidict and ic]voit. 

And stand oi tail to th’ oideis ot a eouit^ 

Much less be sentenced by the aibitiaiy 
Pioceedmgs of a witless plagiaiy, 

That foiges old lecbids and oidi nances 
Against the light and piopeity oi fincies, 

Moie lalse and nice than weighing ot tihe weather 
To th’ hundiedth atom ot the lig'itcst feathei, 

Oi measuimg ot an upon PainissuSj 
With cylmdeis of Toiiicellian glissesj*^ 

Peduce all Tiagedy by lules ot xit 
Bxck to its antique thextie x exit, 

And make them hencefoith keep llie beaten loads 
Ot revel end choiuses and episodes, 

Ptetoim and leguiate a puppet-play, 

Accoidmg to the tiue and ancient way. 

That not an actoi shxll piesuine to squeak, 

Unless he hxve a licence toi t in Gieek, 

Nor Whittington shall hcncetoitk sell his cat in 
Plain viilgai English, without mewing Latm,t 
Nor Pudding shall be sudeied to be wixixy, 

Unless it be in oidei to raise pity , I 


* E\angeliste Torricelli, an Italian laatheniitician, was born at 
Faenza m i( 5 o 8 , and died lu i<547 Xt a -very euly age be oorapobed 
a tieatibc on ^lotion nineb atti acted the notice of Uaiilco nlio having 
at tbit tunc iobt hiss sight, emplojcd loriicelli ab bib compinion and 
amanucnbib Toriicelli 1 1 ide sev cial impiovementb m the microbc opc 
and telescope, and was tlic lii&t pubon who dibcovcied the method of 
ascertaining the weight of the atmo^phuc bj quickbiher or mcicurv , 
the baiomctci being called fioin hnu the loin^clhin tube 

t A plav, founded on tnc hi^to)> or W luttmgbou, by iliomas 
Fayver, wab eiiteied in the book ol the Statiouerb Compunv, on Jic 
Sthh^bruary 1604 

i If we toliould grant that the Gieehb pcrfoimcd thib better, per 
haps it may adnnt of dispute, w hctlier pir> and terror are eithei the 
piime, or at least the only eiidb ot ti igedv lib not enough tl at 
Aiistotle had baid &o , lor Aiibtouie dit^w hib mo les of tragedy f 0 a 
feophoeleb and Luripides, and if he had been ouis, might hive 
changed hib mind — 
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Nor de\il m tlie piippet-plaj b’ allowed 
To roar and fiie^ but to frig lit tbe cioml, 
TJnle&s some god or demon cliaiice t’ have piques 
Against an ancient family of Greeks, 

That other men may tiemble, and take warning, 
How such a fatal piogeny they’re boin in, 

For none but such foi Ti xgedy aie fitted, 

That have been lumed only to be pitied, 

And only those held proper to detei, 

Wh’ have had th’ ill luck against then wills to eii 
Whence only such as aie of middling sizes, 
Between moiality and venial vices, 

Aie qualified to be destioyed by fate, 

For othei mortals to take warning at 
As if the antique laws of Tragedy 
Did with oui owui municipal agiee, 

And seived, like cobwebs, but t’ ensnaie the weak. 
And give diveision to the great to bieak, 

To make a less dehnqnent to be brought 
To answei foi a gieatei pei son’s fault. 

And suffei all the woist the woist appiover 
Can, to excuse and save himself, disco vei 
No longer shall Dianiatics be confined 
To diaw tiue images of all mankind. 

To punish in effigy ciiminals, 

Bepiie^e the innocent, and hang the false. 

But a club-law to execute and kill, 

For nothing, whomsoe’ei they please, at will, 

To teriify spectatois fiom committing 
The Climes they did and suffei ed foi, unwitting 
These aie the lefoimations of the Stage, 

Like othei refoimations of the age, 

On purpose to destioy all wit and sense, 

As th’ other did all law and conscience , 

No bettei than the laws of Biitish plays, 
Confiimed in th’ ancient good King Howel’s days, 
Who made a general council legulate 
Men’s catching women by the — ^}/ou know what, 
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And set do%\n in the rubiic, ar what time 
It bhonld be counted legal, wlien a ciime, 

Declare ^•vllen ’t’tvas, and when ’twas not a sin, 

And on what days it went out, or came in 

An Englibh poet should be tried b’ his peeib,t 
And not by pedants and philosophers, 

* In Spe''m'in Conulia b i , there ib mention ma'ie of one Hovel, 
King of Glcvibaicg in W Ues, viho li\ed in the ninth centur% T-nd to 
hib nxmc hutler piob'ibl> xlludes, but ib to hib general toiincil 'iiid 
the regulation which, it must be owned he rathei waargibhli dcbcnbcs, 
they aie mere imentionb of liib own, to srivc an aicliu and more 
ludicrous turn to his banter Whit he found& thib joking licnun 
upon was an old <=!upcrbtitioub custom ot marriages being looked upon 
lb allowable at cert un tunes and not allowable \t others, oi eouimg 
in, or going out, ab it is UbU ilh evpresbed md though it w as lou icled 
upon the authoiity ot no canon \et it is mentioned b> eecitbiabtie il 
waters as a thing pi ictised — 1 

t Ihe whole of this and the geneial defence of the Eiigli'.h diama, 
in companbon V ith the ancients on the ground of its elo-'Ci fiUelir 
to nature, will recall to the reader Ben Jonbon s lines to the meinoiy 
of Shikbpeaie, especially the following piss ige — 

Foi if I thought m/ judgment were of jears, 

I should commit thee surely with thj pceis 
And tell how f xr thou didst our Lilj outshine 
Or sporting Kid, or ^larlowes mightv Ime 
And though thou hadst small Latin and less Greek 
Fiom thence to honour thee I will not seek 
For namea , but call forth thundering Kschylus, 

Eunpides, and Sophocles to us, 

FneuMus, Acciub, him of Cordo\a dead, 
lo live again, to hear thy buskin tiead, 

And shake a stage , or when thy so>.kb were on, 

Lexve thee alone for the comparison 
Of all that insolent Greece, or hiughtj Lome 
bent forth, oi since did from their ishes come 
^ liiumph, m> Britain, thou hast one to show, 

lo Wiiora all scenes of Europe homage owe 
He was not for an ige, but for nil time’ 

And all the Pluses «till were m th€ir piime, 

At hen like Apollo, he eame foith to^arm 
Our ears or like a Alert ur\ to ch irni ' 

Nature heiseli x\as proud of his designs 
And joyed to wexr the dres&mg ot his lines ^ 

A\’’hich x\ere sO richly spun and woxen to fat. 

As since she will ’vouchsafe no othei wit 
Ihe merry Greek tart Aiistophanes, 

Neat lei ence, wittj Plant xs now not please , 

But antiquated and deserted lie. 

As they weie not of Natuie s family 



108 


SATIRES 


Incompetent to judge poetic fury, 

As butclieis aie foibid to b’ of a jiuy, 

Besides tlie most intoleiable wiong 
To tiy then matteis in a foieign tongue, 

By foieign juiymen, like Sopliocles, 

Oi Tales'" falsci tlian Eunpides^ 

Wlien not an Eiiglibh native daies appeal, 

To be a witness foi the piisonei , 

When all the laws they use t’ aiiaign and tiy 
The mnooent and wionged delinquent by, 

Weie made V a toieign lawj'er, and his pupils 
To put an end to all poetic sciuples, 

And, by th’ advice of vutuosi Tuscans, 

Betel mined all the doubts of socks and buskins, 
Gave judgment on all past and futuie plays, 

As IS appaient by Speioni’s case,f 
Which Lope Yega hist began to steal, :{* 

And after him the French hlou§ Corneille, |] 


Seevol 11 p 314 note t 

t Speione Spenm, an Italian wiiter ot the sixteenth centuiy, 'ulio 
coippoied a trigedy called Camict on the model of bcneca, % Moik 
Ijosses&mg little drmiatc iiiteie&t the iction being disso)\ed into 
iiarritne He *1180 publi&lied a collection of dialogues on moial uid 
‘specuHtne subjeetb 

t Hie meaning is ob'^cme In all the literary contro\ cr''ies m 
which Lope de Vega was engaged, it docs not ippear that he was 
e%ei accused of pligiiiisin, although his wonderful facility might 
hive gneii a coloui of piobability to such an imputition ‘He i'. 
most known, siys Lord Holland, ‘as indeed he is mo^t 'vvondeifnl, 
for the prodigious numbci of his writings Iwenty one million, thice 
linndred thou&and of lii^ lineti aie said to be actually punted, and no 
h bS than eighteen lumdied pi ijs of his composition to lia-ve been acted 
on the stage He, ne-v erthelcss asseits m one of hit> last iioeiuh — 
Que no es minima paite aunque es exceso, 

He lo qae dsta por impiimir, lo imprebO 

The punted part, though fai too laige, ib less 
Ihan that which yet uiipiinted waits the pieos 

Lope de Guillem de C\.stro 

Lord Holland adds If we aie to gne ciedit to thebe accounts, allow’’- 
mg him to begin his compobitioiib at the age of thirteen we niu^t 
believe that upon an aver 14,6 he wrote moie thin iin t hundicd lines, 
a day ’ "i et, in the rmdbt of these m ii\ ePous labouis, Ins oiigin dity 
was nevei impctchea ihe implied theft fiom fepeiom luiist icfei to 
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And since oui Ensflisli pla^iaiies mm 
And steal then fai-fet ciiticisins from him^ 

Andj hj an action falsely laid ot txo^ei, 

The Inmbei foi their pi opei goods recovei ^ 

Enough to furnish all the lewd impeacheis 
Of witty Beaumont’s poetiy, and Fietchei’s, 

Who, foi a few mispii'-ions of 'wit, 

Are chaiged by those who ten times woise commit , 
And, for misjudging some unhippy scenes, 

Aie censuied foi’t with moie unlucky sense, 

When all their woist miscaiiiages delight, 

And please moie, than the best that pedants wiite 


Lopes Arie de hacer Comrdia'i in he conrlemiipcl the evtn- 

\'ip mt style intioduced upon the stnsje hj home ot his contempoiiiich 
Spuoni, m the piecedmj? ccntuiy, hid defended lub Canate on btnctlv 
cla^sicitl principles, but thcie was little in common h tween tutm 
even in this region of criticism Lope, however willing to coireet 
the tahte of others, acknowledges that except in six instmces out 
of nearly five hundred ne wiote against all rules himself Ihe 
passige m which he makes thib confeshion is thus rendered Lord 
Holland — 

None than mvself more barbarous or more wrong 
Vr ho, hurried b> the ^ ulgar taste along, 

Daie give my precepts in despite of lule, 
hence Prance and Italy pronounce me fool 
But what am I to do who now of pi ly s, 
ith one complete within these seven d ivs, 

Pom bundled cighty-three in all have wnt, 

And all sive six, against the rule© of wit 
§ Sharper cheat, Fr 

11 Not Corneille alone but the whole French drama, is undei 
laige obligations to the invention of Lope which the areat vnttrs, 
repaid by tranfacending then original ‘Had lope never wiitten 
observes Loid Holland, the master pit. cea of Corneille and Mohere 
mght ne er have been produced, and were not those cehbiaud 
com positions known he might still be regaid^ as one of the best 
dramat c autnors in Euiope 



UPON AN HYPOCRITICAL NONCONFORMIST 


A PI^DARIC ODE* 

I 

T HERE’S notiiing so absuid, oi vain, 

Oi b^ibaious, oi mlmmane, 

But if it lay the least pietence 
To piety and godliness, 

Or tendei-beaited conscience, 

And zeal foi gospeLtmtlis profess, 

Does sacred instantly commence , 

And all that daie but question it, aie stiaight 
Piononnced th’ unciicumcised, and lepiobate 
As malefactois, that escape and fiy 
Into a sanctnaiy foi defence, 

Must not be bi ought to justice thence, 
Although then ciimes be ne’er so gieat and high, 
And he, that daies piesume to do’t, 

Is sentenced and deliveied up 
To Satan, that engaged him to’t, 

For venturing Tvickedly to put a stop 
To his immunities, and fiee affairs, 

Or meddle saucily with theirs, 

Tliat are employed by him , while he and they 
Pioceed in a leligious and a holy way 

a 2 

And as the Pagans heretofore 
Did their own handy woiks adore, 

And made then stone and timber deities, 

Their temples, and then altais of one piece, 

The same outgoings seem t’ inspiie 
Oui modem self-willed edifier, 
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Til'll) out of tilings as fii tiom sense, and moie, 

Conti ives ne^\ liglii; and i evelation, 

The cicatuies of th imagniation, 

To woiship and fill do%^n befoie, 

Of Ills. ciiCived JfhiMjns dia^v 
As monstiOTis iinctges and lude, 

Ab e'vei Pagan to Lelitic in licwcd, 

Oi madman in a vibion sa-^ , 

Mist ikes the feehie impotence, 

And ■\ain delusions of his mind, 

Poi spiiituil gifts and ofieiings, 

Which Hearen, to piesent him, Lungs, 

And still, the fuitliei ’tis fieri sePbC, 

Belietcs it is the moie lefiiied, 

And ought to be iecei\ed with gi eater leverence 

3 

Bat as all tucks, whose piinciples 
Aie false, pio\e faise in all things else, 

The dull and hta^y liypociite 
Is but in pension with Ins conscience, 

That pa}^s him foi mamtaming it. 

With zealous lage and jmpudence, 

And as tlie one grow's obstinate, 

So does the othei iich and fat , 

Disposes ol his gifts and dispensations, 

Like spiiitual foundations 
Endowed to pious uses, and designed 
To entcitani the weak the lame, and blind, 

But still dneits them to as bad, oi worbe, 

Than otlieis aic by unjust goveinoi^ 

Eoi, like oui modem publicans, 

He still puts out all clues, 

He owes to Heaven, to the devil to use, 

And makes Ins godly inteiest great gains. 
Tikes all the biethien, to remuit 
The spiiit in him, contiibute, 
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And, to lepxii and edify In? spent 
And bioken'-wmded outward man, present 
Por painful Lolding-foitli against the government 

4 

The subtle spidei nevei spins 
But on daik days, his slimy gms, 

Nor does oui engineci much care to plant 
His spiiitual machines, 

Unless among the weak and ignoiant 
Th’ inconstant ciedulous, and light, 

The vain, the factious and the slight, 

Tint in then zeal aie most extravagant 
Foi tiouts aie tickled best in muddy watei , 

And still the muddiei he finds then biains, 

The moie he’s sought, and followed aftei , 
And gi eater mmibtiations gams, 

For talking idly is admii ed, 

And speaking nonsense held mspiied, 

And still, the flatter and moie dull 
His gifts appear, is held moie poweiful 

For blocks aie bettei cleft with wedges, 

Than tools of sliaip and subtle edges, 

And dullest nonsense has been found 
By some to be the solid’st, and the most profound 

5 

A gieat Apostle once was said 
With too much learning to he mad. 

But our great saint becomes distiact, 

And only with too little ciacked. 

Cues moral tiuth®" and human learning down/ 
And will endure no leason, but his own 
For ’tis a diudgeiy and task, 

Not foi a saint, but Pagan oiacle, 

To answei all men can object, or ask. 

But to be found impregnable, 


* Stje vol i ^ iCC note t 



Ay HYPOCKITTOVL yo^coy^onvI;i^ 


n 5 


AnJ WITH 1 foie^^eocl to hold out, 

In spite ol '^hame oi leison lesolute, 

Ib Liavei til in to ii^ue and conmte 

As lie, that cm diai\ blood, they «iy, 

Fioni Pitches, takes then maoic powci Jv ay 
So he, 't duiMs blood int’ a Liothei b iice, 

Tikeb all Ills guts aiiav, and light and giace 
S^or ■^liile he holds that notuinc. ib so damned. 

And siiaineful ib to be ash uned, 

He nevei can be attacked, 

But Tvill come otl foi contideiice well kicked, 

Among the -wcik and piepossessed, 

Has often tiuth, with all hci kmgly powei, oppiess-'d 

6 

It IS the mtu e of late zeal, 

Twill not be bubject noi lebcl 
Hoi left at huge noi be lesuamed 
But v^heie tlieic s feomv.thmg to bo gamoa 
An<l that being once leiewalod, deheb 
The law, with all itb penalties, 

And IS conaincucl, no ])ale 
O’ til chill oh can he so sacied as a ] iil 
Foi as tiie Indians’ piisons aie then mines, 

So he lias found aie all lesai unts 
To tliiiving and liee-con'=.oienced saints 
Foi the same thing emiclies that confines. 

And like to Lull}, when he w is in hold 
He turns hib basei metalb into gold, 

Receives letmmng and retiiing leeb 
For holdmg-loitli, ird holding of his peace 
And takes a peiibion to he advocitl, 

And standing coursel ’gainst the church and st te 
For galled and tender coii&cieiiot s , 

Commits himself to piison, to tiepan, 

Hi aw in, and spnit all he cm, 

^ One of the means by which witches were supposed to be dtpi \i.d 
Jf then powei 
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Foi buds 111 cages have a call, 

To draw tlie wildest into nets, 

Moie pie\alent and natnial. 

Than all oni aitificial pipes and counteifeits 

7 

His slippei j conscience bas moie tucks 
Than all the juggling empiiics. 

And eyeiy one anothei contiadicts^ 

All laws of heaven and eaith can bieak, 

And swallow oaths and blood, and rapine easy^ 
And yet is so intiim and weak, 

’Twill not endure the gentlest check, 

But at the slightest nicety glows queasy. 

Disdains conti ol, and } et can be 
No where, but in a piison, fiee. 

Can foice itself, in spite of God, 

Who makes it fiee as thought at home, 

A slave and villam to become, 

To serve its mteiests abioad 
And though no Phaiisee was e’ei so cunning 
At tithing mint and cummin. 

No dull idolatei was e’er so flat 

In thmgs of deep and solid weight. 

Pretends to chanty and holiness, 
is implacable to peace, 
out of tenderness grow’'s obstinate 
though the zeal of God’s house ate a prmce 
And piophet up, he says, long since, 

His cioss-gi^ained peremptoiy zeal 
Would eat up God’s house, and devour it at a meal 

8 

He does not pi ay, but piosecute, 

As if he went to law, his suit, 

Summons his Maker to appear, 

And answer what he shall piefei 
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B etui ns liiro hack Ins gift of p^. i>ex, 
iNut to petition^ but cIclIuc 
E xhibits cios^ cOxuplaiuTtj 
AgJin^t bini foi tiic bnacli ot coteiiints, 

Anc* c"'!! tbti cb iitcib ot tlie 
Pleads guilty to the action md jet stands 
Upon bigli and bold Jem ind^. 

Excepts against bun am I bis Ln%s 
And Yill be judge bnnseli in bi^ o\^n cause 
And gio\\s moie «<auc\ wa seseie 
TI an tb PIcatben cinpcj oi v^as to Jupiter, 
dbcd used to wi ingle y i Ji him and dispute 

And soniv^tinies Avould ^jaeak sofdy in Ills eu. 
And sometime^? load, and laut, and ten 
And tbi eaten, li be did not giant Ins suit 

9 

But TV ben bis painful gift'^ b enuplojs 
In bolding-foi tb, the Mituc lies 
Isot 111 the lettei oi the sense, 

But in the spiiitual Tebcmence, 

The powci, and dispensation of the voiee, 

The zealous pangs and agonies, 

And heavenly turnings ot the eyes. 

The groans, vitb which be piously destiojs 
And diowns the nonsense m the noise. 

And grows so loud is if be meant to ioice 
And take m beaaen by MOience, 

To fi igbt the saints into salvation. 

Or scale the de\il bom temjitatioii , 

Until lie falls so low and boai&§, 

Ko kind of cainal sense 
Can be made out oi a\bat lie means 
But as the ancient Pagans veie pieeise 
To use no sboit-lailed beast in saciitiee, 

Pie still confoims to them, and has a caie 
T’ allow the laigest rneasuie to bis paltij^ v aie 
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10 

The ancient (.lunches, and the best, 

By then o^\n maityis blood inci eased, 

But he has found out a new way, 

To do it with the blood of those. 

That daie his chinch’s growth oppose, 

Oi her impeuous canons disobey. 

And stiives to cairy on the woih. 

Like a tiue pimntive lefoimmg Tuik, 

With holy rage and editymg wai, 

Moie safe and poweiful ways by fai 
Boi the Turk’s patiiarch, Maliomei 
Was the hist gieat leformei, and the chief 
Of th’ ancient Chiistian beliet, 

That mixed it with new light, and cheat, 
With levelations, di earns, and visions, 

And apostolic supeistitions 
To be held foith and earned on by war. 

And his successoi was a Piesbytei, 

With gieatei light than Haly or Abubeker ^ 

11 

For as a Tiuk, that is to act some ciime 
Against his Piophet’s holy law, 

Is wont to bid his soul -withdiaw, 

And leave his body foi a time , f 
So ■when some horiid action’s to be done, 

Oui Tuikish pioselyte puts on 
Anothei spiiit, and lays by his own, 

And when his o\ei -heated biam 
Turns giddy, like his biothei Mussulman, 

He’s judged inspiied, and all his fienzies held 
To he prophetic, and revealed 
The one believes all madmen to be saints 
Which th’ other cues him down for, and abhors, 
And yet in madness all devotion plants, 

And wheie he diffeis most concuis, 


* Scc\ol 11 p 164, notes 


t See ante n ot tjaIp * 
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Both equally ex^ct intl just 
In pei]my, and bieicli ol must, 

So like in all tliiugb that one hi otnei 
Jb hut a GOiinteipait of tli’ othei 
And Doth uninimouslv damn 
And liate, — Lke tvio that plav one g'‘Tne, — 
Each other foi it, while they stiivc to do the bU 

12 

Both equally design to i use 
Then dim dies by the sv.li-^iuie ^Nays, 
With ^\ai and i.iun to i^seit 
Then doctiire, and ^Mth s\\oid and hie comcit, 
To picodi the g(»bpel a dium, 

And foi conMnciUg o\eicomc 
And, though in ''vuidnppmg of God all blood 
W as by his o >mi 1 iw & d*sallo\\ ed, 

Both hold no hoi} iites to be so good. 

And both to pi op ^ gate the bleed 
Of then own saiuib one waj nioceed. 

For lust and lapes in w^i icpui as fast 
As fury and desti notion ^vmste, 

Botii equally allow all ciimes 
As lawful means lo piopagate a sect^ 

For law s in w ir can he of no ehect, 

And licence does moie good in gObiiel-tiineb 
Hence tis, x' at holy wa^s ha\e etei been 
The hoiiidst scenes ol blood and sm. 

For \vhen lehgion doe-s recede 
Fiom hei own natuie nothing but a bieed 
Ol piodigies and hideous monsteis can buccecd 
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UPON IMODEEN CRITICS 

A. PlNBiRIC ODE 

1 

T7ell that equrl Heaven has placed 
Those joys above, that, to lewaid 
The just and viituons, are prepaied, 

Beyond their reach, until then pains are past ^ 

Else men would rtther ventuie to posse=!s 
By foice than earn then happiness. 

And only take the deyiPs advice. 

As Adam did how soone-'t to be wise, 

Though at th’ expense of Paiadise 
Eoi, as some sa\, to fight is but a base 
Mechanic handy v ork, and fai below 
A genciouo spiiit t undeigo 
So ’tis to take the pains to know, 

Which some, with only confidence and face 
Moie ea'=!ily and ably do, 

For daimg nonsense seldom fails to hit, 

Like scatteied shot and pass with some for wit 
Who would not mthei make himself a judge, 

And boldly usuip the chni, 

Than with dull iiulustiy and caie 
Enduie to study, think, and drudge 
For that, vhich he much sooner may advance 
With obstinate, and peitinacious ignorance 

2 

For ail men challenge, though in spite 
Of natuie and their stais a light 
To censure^ J^idge and know. 

Though she can only oidei who 
Shall be, and who shall ne’ei he Avise 
Then why should those, whom she denies 
Hei fa'vom and good giaces to, 

Hot stine to take opinion by suipiise, 

And itTish, what it w’eie in vam to woo'2 
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Foi lie that despeiatelj a'ssumes 
The censure of all 'wits and aits, 

Though without judgment, skill, and paits, 

Only to staitle and amuse. 

And mask his ignoiance, as Inchans use 
With gaudy-colouied plumes 
Their homely nechei paifcb t’ adoin. 

Can nevei fail to captive some 
That -will submit to his oiaculous doom, 

And level ence what they ought to scorn , 
Adniiie his stuich contidence 

Foi solid judgment and deep sense, 

And credit pui chased without pains oi wit, 

Like stolen pleasures, ought to be most sw eet 

3 

Two self-admiieis, that combine 
Against the woilcl, may ^ hne ^ 

Upon all -judgment, sense, and wit, 

And settle it, as they think ht, 

On one another, like the choice 
Of Persian pimces, by one hoise’s voice t 

Foi those tine pageants, which some laise 
Of false and dispiopoitioned piaise, 

T' enable whom they please t’ appeal, 

And pass foi what they iievei w eie, 

In pm ate only being but named, 

Then modesty must be ashamed, i 
And not enduie to hear , 

And yet may be divulged and famed, 

And owned in jDublic eveiy wheie 

A mode of changing' or alienating leil piTipeitv The phrase is 
most uisuaUy adopted when a person has x limited inteie'st in an 
estate, and wishing to duebt himself of a ic\cr&ionii> mteiest in it 
settles the whole on liimselt abbOlntcly And tins is the sciibC m 
winch Butlei heie uses it t bee aol i p S8, note t 

X ‘ Alluding to the foolish custom of u&henng hooks of poctrv to Jie 
public with comraendatoi> seises whiohxvcre gent ill} stuilcd wi h 
such fuKome comphments as must ha\c put the authors modesty to 
the blush, il they had been presented to them m pnvaie only -~i _ 
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So Yam some autliois aie to boast 
Tbeir want of ingenuity, and club 
Their affida-vit wits, to dub 
Each othei but a Knight o’ the Post, 

As false as suborned peijuieis, 

That Youch away all light they have to their own ears 

4 

But when all othei couises fail, 

Theie is one easy aitihce, 

That seldom has been known to miss, 

To ciy all mankind down, and rail 
Poi he, whom all men do contemn, 

May be allowed to lail again at them, ' 

And in his own defence 
To outface i eason, wit, and sense. 

And sll, that makes against himself, condemn , 

To snail at all things light oi wiong, 

Like a mad dog, that has a woim in hib tongue, 
Bediice all kno\A ledge back of good and evil, 

T’ its hi&t oiiginal, the de\il. 

And, like a fiei ce inquisitoi of wit 
To spaie no flesh, that evei spoke, oi writ, 

Though to peifoim his task as dull. 

As if he had a toadstone " in his skull. 

And could pioduce a gi eater stock 
Of maggots than a pastoial poet’s flock 

5 

The feeblest Ycrmin can destroy. 

As suie as^toutest beasts of piey , 

And only with then eyes and bieath 
Infect, and ])oison men to death. 


* In mineralogy, toidstone is the name applied to a sort of tiap- 
rock of a bioMnish ^le’v colour The allusion in the text is to the 
■v iilsf'ir erroi th it there \\ i', a stone or haid snbbtance in the heads 
of to ids, which weic suppo&cd to possess a medicinal \iitue 
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Eut thit more impotent Imiftoon 
That makes it both his business, and his sport 
To lail at all, is but a dione, 

That spends his sting on what he cannot hmt 
Enjoys a kind ol iecheiy in spite, 

Like o’eigiown sinneis, that in whipping take delight, 
In\ades the leputation ot all tlios>e 
That have or ha\e it not to lose 
And if he chance to make a difference 
’Tis always in the w longest sense 
As looking gamesters nevei lay 
Upon those handb that use fan play, 

But ^entule all then bets 
Upon the slurs and cunning tucks of ablest cheats 

6 

Uoi does he vev himself much less 
Thau all the woild beside, 

Balls sick ot other men s excess, 

Is humbled only at then pride, 

And wi etched at then happiness, 

Eevenges on himself the wiong, 

^Yhlch his vain malice and loose tongue 
To those, that feel it not, have done , 

And whips and spurs himself, because he is outgone, 
Makes idle chaiacteis and tales, 

As counteifeit, unlike, and false. 

As witches’ pictures are of wax and clay, 

To those, whom they would in e&gy shy 
And as the devil, that has no shape of his own, 
Affects to put the ugliest on, 

And leaves a stink behind him, wh5n he’s gone 
So he, that’s woise than nothing, strives t’ appeal 
I' th’ likeness of a wolf oi bear, 

To fright the weak, hut, when men daie 
Encountei with him, stmks, and vanishes to an 



122 


ODES 


TO THE HAPPY MEMORY OE THE MOST 
BEHOWNEB BU-VAL 

A PIND4.RIC ODE 

I 

’^IS true, to compliment the dead 
Is as impel tinent and vain, 

As ’tv as of old to call them hack again, 

Oi, like the Taitais, give them vives 
"With settlements foi aftei lives 
Por all that can he done, oi said, 

Though e’er so nohle, gieat, and good. 

By them is neithei heaid, noi undei stood 
All oui fine sleights, and tucks of ait, 

First to cieate, and then adoie deseit, 

And those romances, which we fiame 
To raise ourselves, not them, a name. 

In vain aie stuffed with ranting flatteiies, 

And such as, if thev knew, they would despise, 
For as those times the Golden Age we call, 

In vhich theie was no gold m use at all, 

* This ode was onsmally puhliblicd in id/i in thiee sheets, 4 ! o 
•with Butlei b name Wood sa-vs tint, not\\ii.hbtmding the statement 
on the title page ‘ some cunoub peibonb at tint time attiibuted the 
authorcship to another — Dr Walter Pope a Crrcbham Professor, who 
happened to be a wit as \\ ell as an astronomer Mi Thyer, how e\ er, 
remoied all doubt on the subject by rcteience to a copy of the ode 
•which he found amongst Butlei s manuscripts in the poets hand 
wilting Dr Pope, it seems, w as the authoi of a p imphlet entitled 
2Hemo2r6 of Mi Du Val will' Jiu La',t Speech ami Epitaph and fiom 
that ciicumstance was suspected of haiing wiitten the ode The 
occasion which led to his selection ot the notoiious highwayman as 
the hero of a biogiapnv j^vill be found stated at length in the Athence 
Claude Du Yal, who was a native of jSToimandy, a smart, handsome 
fellow, and only twenty seaen yeais of age when he w is executed at 
lybum m 1669 hid acquned a romantic leputation for the number of 
1 laies he enslai cd Amongst his victims was the misti ess of Di Pope, 
who revenged the mdnrmty by wnting a mock biography of the high- 
wayman Ihe object of the pamphlet was to treat with humoious 
ridicule the fa\oui shown to Eienchmen 111 that age and rnoic 
especially the fal&e sentiment which souiounded with a tender interest 
such persons as Du Yal 
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So we plant glory and leno^vn, 

Wheie it ^Yas ne’ei deseived, noi knomi, 

But to 'woi^e puipose many times, 

To douiisli o’ei nefiiioiib ciimes 
And cheat the woild, that nevei seems to mind 
How good 01 had men die, but what they lea've behind 

2 

And yet the biave Du-Tal whose name 
Can nevei be worn out by fame, 

That lived, and died, to leave behind 
A gieat example to mankind. 

That fell a public saoiihce, 

Fiom nun to pie&eive those few, 

Who, though bom lilse ma'v be made tiue, 

And teach the wmild to be moie just, and wnse, 

Ought not, like vulgai ashes, rest 
TJnmentioned in his silent chest, 

Hot for his own, but public mteiest 
He, like a pious man, some yeais befoie 
Th’ aiiival of his fatal hour, 

Made eaery day he had to live 
To his last minute a prepaiative, 

Taught the wild Arabs on the road 
To act in a moie genteel mode, 

Take pii/es moie obligingly than those 
Who nevei had been bred fiJovs, 

And how to hang m a moie gi aceful fishion, 

Than e’ei was known befoie to the dull English nation 

3 

In France the staple of new mSdes, 

Wheie gubs and miens aie caiient goods, 

That selves the luder noithein nations 
With methods of addiess and tieat 
Piesciibes new garnitures and fashions, 


See apte^ page loS, note t 
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And liow to drink and liow to eat, 

ISTo ont-of lasliion wine oi meat , " 

To nndei&tand ciavatb and plumes 
And tlie most modish from the old pei fumes, 

To know the age and pedigiees 
Of points of Flandeis oi Yenice, 

Cast then natnities, and to a day 

Foietel how long tlieyTl hold, and when decay , 

T’ affect the puiest negligences 
In gestuies, gaits, and miens, 

And spcik by lepaitee-iotmes 
Out of the most authentic of lomances, 

And to demonstiate, with substantial reason, 

Yv hat iibands all the yeai aie in, or out of season 

4 

In this gieat academy of mankind 
He had his biith, and education, 

Wheie all men are s’ ingeniously inclined, 

They undei stand by imitation, 

Impiove untaught, befoie they aie awaie, 

As if they sucked then bieedmg fiom the an, 

That natuially does dispense 
To all a deep and solid confidence, 

A Mitue of that piecious use, 

That he, whom bounteous heaven endues 
But with a modeiate shaie of it. 

Can want no worth, abilities, oi wnt, 

In all the dee}) hermetic arts 
Foi so of late the learned call 
All tucks, if stiange and mystical 
He had impioved his natuial parts, 

Mr Thj er points out a passage in the Satire on the Inutation of 
the French winch bO closely re&emhleB tlies.e Imes, that it may be said 
to identity the author bhip — 

To make a scruple when they dine 
On our of-fabhion meat and %\me, 

Conform their palates to the mode, 

And ichbh tha+, and not the tood , 
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And with, his magic lod could sound 
Wheie hidden tieasnie might he found 
He like a loid o’ th’ manoi, seized upon 
Whatevoi happened m his waj. 

As lawful wett and stray, t 
And alter by the custom kept it as his own 


The %>unula ditina oi di\mm£C rod ■w'lbhdd in high e tim'^tion h% 
some di'^tingnisbed Fellows of the Ron al Society in ind alter Rurkrs 
time and mam weie the mile^of giound bmsZVIi "U Cid, tia\eised 
hj cieduloub men in quest ot lhat,waich the science oi gcologN ha^uow 
enabled Ub to hnd with almobt ui erring certunij Yet thcieisno 
doubt notwithstanding the advance of geologv that the virtucb oi the 
d Muing lod btill ioim an article or fiitU amongbt the nmicrb in Com 
wall Lancabhiic and Cumbeil ind and that the eflic icv of divination 
lb confidenilj believed m even bj intelligent men w ho resoi t to itb 
agency in «c eking foi nnnenl wealth on their O'.t iteb Ihe divinin_- 
rod IS a forked tvMg of the ha/el tree oi white tl oin , and the ioPow 
ing description of the mannei in which it ib Ubid in the present d 
agrees in all piraculaib with the mode in vshich it v\ab formeilr 
employed Ihe small ends being clocked are to be held in the 
handb, in a pOMtion flat oi pnallcl to the horizon, and the upper par 
at an elev ation h iv mg an angle to it of ibout 70 degrees 1 he rod nin^t 
he grabptd stionglv and ^teadllJ , and then the oiieraior walk'' ov er the 
ground when he cro-sses a lode its bending ib supposed to indicate the 
piecence thereof The position of the hands m holding the rod ib 
a coiibtiained one, — it is not easy to describe it — but the result js 
that the hands, fiom weannesb speedilv induced in the mu clcs, grasp 
the ends ot the twig still moie rigidly and tliUb is produced xhe niys- 
terio lb bending 1 he phenomena oi the di\ imng-rod and table turnin g 
are piecibely of the same chaiacter, and both aie refer ible to an 
mvoluntaiy muscular action resulting irom a fixedness of idc 
These experiments with the divining lOcl are alwavb made in a district 
known to be nietalhfcious, and the chances, thereiore, are great h in 
favour of its bending over or near a mineral lode — Edcciit luiuv 
September i855 Some cunous paitieuUis lespecting the div ming-rod 
aic pieseived in BrindS AntiquitiL^ where it is stated that ‘tbe 
efiluv la exhaling fi ora the metah, or v pour from the w ater [oi spring ] 
imjiregn itmg the wood, makeb it dip or incline, which is the si^n ot a 
dibcoverv ' Eiviiiition by the rod, or wand,%b mentioned m the pio- 
phecy oi Ezekiel Ihe Chaldeans used rodsfoi divination Herodotus 
mentions it as the custom oi the Alam, and laeitus of the old 
Germans Lilly gives a cuiions account of an expeiiment he nnde 
with It to diseovei hidden treasure, ^n which howcvei, he conlesscb he 
faikd 

t ys nfb and strays— goods dr cattle found of which the owner is 
not knowm, and which li not claimed within a year md a diy 
become forieircd to tbe sovereign, or to the lord oi the manor, li he 
poasess the fi*vnchise of w tit 
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Eiom tliebe fii^t ludiments lie giew 
To noLlei feat«?, and tiled Ins loice 
Upon wLole tioops of foot and lioi&e, 
'Whom he as hiavely did subdue ^ 

Declaied all caiavans, that go 
Upon the king’s highway, the foe. 

Made many despeiate attacks 

Upon itineiant biigades 

Of all piofcbsions, lanks, and trades, 

On caiiieib loads, and pedlaib’ packs, 

Made ’em Uy down then aims, and }^ield, 
And, to the smallest piece, restoie 
All that hy cheating they had gained before , 
And after ])lundeied all the baggage of the held 
In eveiy bold afiair of wai 
He had the chief command, and led them on , 
Foi no man is judged fit to have the caie 
Of otheib’ lives until h’ has made it known, 
How much he does despise, and scoin his ovn 

6 

W^hole provinces, ’twii.t sun and sun, 

Have by his conqueiing swoid been won, 
And mighty sums of money laid, 

Fui lansom, upon ei^eiy man, 

And hostages deliveied till ’twas paid 
Th’ excise and chimney-publican, 

The jew-foiestallei and enhancei, 

To him foi all then ciimes did answer 
He -^anquish^d the most heice and fell 
Of all his foes, the constable , 

And oft had beat his quaiteis up, 

And Touted him and ail his tioop 
He took the dieadful lawyer’s fees. 

That in his own allowed highway 
Does feats of aims as gieat as his, 

And, when they ’ncounter in it, wins the day 
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Safe in liis gauison, tiie conit, 

Wheie meanei ciimmals aie sentenced foi t, 

To this stem fue lie oft gave quaitei, 

But as tlie Sv^otchman did t’ a Taitai, 

That he, in time to come, 

Might in letuin fiom him lecene his fatal doom 

7 

He would h\ve st lived this mighty town, 

And hi ought its haughty spiiit dovn. 

Have cut it off fioni all lehef, 

And, like a I'vise and valiant chief. 

Made many a fieice assault 
Upon all ammunition caits, 

And those that hung up cheese, oi malt, 

Oi bacon, fiom lemotei paits, 

Ho conioy e’ei so stiong with tood 
Duist ventuie on the despeiate loid 
He made tli’ undaunted wagonei ohev, 
it And the heice higglei contiibution pay, 

The saiage butcher and stout dio-vei 
Duist not to him then leeble tioops discover, 

And, it he had hut kept the held, 

In time had made the city yield, 

For gieat towns, like to ciocoddes, aie found, 

I’ th’ belly aptcbt to leceive a mortal wound 

8 

But when the fital houi anived. 

In which his stais began to fiown, 

And had in close cabals contrived 
To pull him fiom his height of gloij. down. 

And he, by numeious foes oppiessed, 

Was in th’ enchanted dungeon cast. 

Secured mth mighty guaids, 

Lest he by foice oi stiatagem. 

Might prove too cunning for then chains, and them, 
And hieak thiough all then locks, and holts, and waids, 
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Had bo til bis legs by cbaiios committed 
To one anotliei’s cbaige, 

That neitbei might be set at lai ge, 

And all then fuiy and levenge outwitted 
As jewels of high %alue are 
Kept undei locks with gieatei caie, 

Th in -chose of meanei rates , 

So he was in stone walls, and chains, and iron giates 

9 

Thither came ladies fiom all paits, 

To offer up close piisoneis then heaits, 

Which he leceived as tiibute due, 

And made them yield up love and honour too , 

But in moie biave heroic ways, 

Than e’ei weie piactised yet in plays 
For those two spiteful foes, who never meet 
But full of hot contests, and piques 
About punctilio&j and meie tucks, 

Did all then quail els to his doom submit, 

And far more geneious and fiee, 

In contemplation only of him did agi ee, 

Both fully satisfied, the one 
With those liesh lain els he hid won, 

And all the brave renowned feats. 

He had peifoimed in aims, 

The othei with his person and his chaims 
For just as laiks aie catcheci in nets, 

By gazing on a piece of glass. 

So while the ladies viewed his blighter eyes, 

And smoothei polished face, 

Their gentle hearts, alas’ weie taken by suijnise 

10 

Hever did bold knight, to relieve 
Distressed dames, such dreadful feats achieve, 

As feeble damsels, foi his sake, 

Would ha\e been proud to undei take, 
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And Liarelj ambitions to ledoem 
The woild’s loss, and then own, 

Stiove who should h^^e the hononi to lay down, 

And change a life with him^ 

But finding all then hopes in ram, 

To mcve his fixed deteinimed late, 

Then life itsell ]jegan to hate, 

As it it weie an infamy 

To li\e, when he was doomed to die. 

Made load appeals and moans, 

To less hciid-hexited giates and stones, 

Caine swelled with sighs, and di owned in tOviis, 

To yield themsdres his fellow’-'SufTeicis, 

And fohowed him, like piisoneis ol wii 
Chained to the lofty wdieels of his tiiiimphant cai ^ 

’K It was long held as a \ulf ai enoi that a wonm mairjing a min. 
nndei the g1,llo^^^ ( in espedient \ Inch none of i)ii \ al bUdita ip^tir 
0 ha\e thought ot) ivould &ue hnn tiom execution lliib notion is 
upposed by Baiimgton, in hib Obi>L3iatiom on our Anutnt Statute'>t 
0 ha\c aiibcn fiom the ippeil ot i widoi^ i\ho bi ought \ chaige 
agaiiibt hei lo\ei of ha\ing mmdcied her husband, ind, ifceruards 
lentmg, folg‘l^e the otTenuei, uid otfered to marry him In the 
MOtes on Biandb Antiq the following case of a sen int girl is quoted, 
rho wub executed in id&o for ha\mg et file to the house of her 
iabLCi , a dyei in bouthu uk ‘ At hei execution theie wa^ i fellow 
ho dc‘-igncd to miir} her under the giilowb (iceoidiug to the 
ancient liudable cubtom), but bhe, being m hope* of a lepiieve 
«oemed unwilling but when the rope was about her neck, she cried 
out she wib willing and then the ft.llow’b fiieiids dis&uidtd him fiom 
mairymg hei and «!0 bhe lobt her husband and her hie together 
Thib b^itement was oiigmallj pubhbhed in a newspiptr at the tune 
and wab ifteiw ^rdb contr uheted Ub ‘ a fahe iiid malieioub ‘'tory but 
the fact of its public itiou ma> be accepted as etidcnce of die current 
belief m the legal efhcicv of maruge undei such cixcmubtinceb 
It wab ilbo i cominou supcibtition (which is not -vet entirelj 
iciiiuiuibhed by the low<-i oideib) that the touch the h md ot i 
peisou who hid been reCv-nt^y hinged t^ib certain lemcdv for 
wens At the execution oi Di Dodd m t >oung woman abked 
peimi'ibiOxi to ha\e a wen on her t ice stioked by the Doetoi b Laud 
and the executioner complied with hei lequest and upon the 
execution of i Jew, in iSi 9 on Fenneiiden Heath sever il peisons 
made a bimiUi applic ition, hut the Jews who wtie piCbtnt would not 
allow the body to be touched b} au> but then ov n people, it being 
coutiaiy to their custom A curative \ntue wis likewiae ittnbu ed 
to the hiltei, which tied xhout the held w ib Mippo-^ed to cure toe 
ie id icne —See Liaud b Fojp Jnttq , edited b> Sir Hemv rina 
T _ y 
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UPON* THE PARLIAMENT 

A S close as a goose 

Sat the Parliament-hon&e, 

To hatch the loyal gull^ 

After much hddle-faddle, 

The egg pioved addle, 

And Oliver came foith Noh 

Yet old Queen Madge, 

Though things do not fadge, 

WHl seive to be queen of a May-pole, 

Two pimces of Wales, 

For Whitsun-ale&,t 

And her Giace Maid-Maiian Clay-pole 

This, ballad observes. 'Mr Thy^r, icfers. to the Pirl iment which 
delibci ited about making 01i\ er Cromv» ell king, and petitioned him to 
accept the title vvhich he lefused contenting himself with the powei, 
iindei the name of Piotectoi Ihis. btatement is inaccm ate On the 
i3th Decembei, i653 Colonel S> deuliam, without iny prev lom notice, 
moved that parliament should resign its powers into the hands of the 
lord general, by whom it had been called into existence six months 
befoie Halrl^on, and other members of the republican paity, 
sticnuousiy objected to this motion, winch was preconcerted by the 
ft lends, of Ciomnell who, having gathered in sufficient numbers to 
secure their object broke up the debate suddenly, and headed by the 
Speaker, proceeded to Whitehall, wheie thev deposited a hasty instru- 
ment tendering the le-.ignation of their powers Pour days afterwards, 
Ciomnell went down to the Hou&.e, and took the oaths as Lord Pio- 
tector under the new cons.titut]on 

t Whitsun-ales wast^he name given to the sports and diverbions 
usual m the country at \Vhitsuntide On these occasions two young 
persons weie cXiosen to be lord and ladj of the ale and they held their 
hall, or comt, in a barn, or some other empt> building attended by 
a steward purse bearer, mace-bearer, and sword-beaier Athletic 
games, dances and good cheer, constituted the amusements As 
Whitsuntide generallj' fills clo'?e upon Hay, Butler mixes the customb 
of the two fcbtivalb, and confeis upon the merabeis of Cromwells 
iamilv the mock titles of lord of the ale, queen of the maypole, and 
Maid Manan, as substitutes for the real dignities of Prince of Wales, 
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In a loLe of cow-liide 
Sat yeabty Piide 

Willi Ins daggei, and hit, slmg. 

He 1-^ IS the peitment’st peei. 

Of all that weie -cheie, 

T adi ise with such a king 

A gieat philosopliei 
Had a goose foi his lovei, 

That followed him day and night + 
If it he a tine stoiy, 

Oi but an allegoiy, 

It may be both ways light 

Stiickhnd'l: and Ins son, 

Both cist into one, 

Weie meant foi a single baion. 


queen, and princess In crn mg to ‘ Oupcn. lladge and Lad\ Elizabeth 
Clavpole t'\\o diiicruit cliiracter. — Outtn of the Mi} pole and Maid 
Marian — Butler, who is ici} laicly it fault in his poo iHi lore, com- 
mits an o\ei&ight "Jhe Queai ot the May and Maul Mainn were 
identical llic original 3Iaid ilaiiau was the daughtu of Loid Fit^ 

TV altei , and the mistrcsu of Robin Hood She a^humetl th it name, as 
the legend goe^., when hei lovei btc imc an outliw, indmide a \ow to 
keep it as long as he dwelt m Sherwood Forest The chiiact r was 
alwavs a&'^ociited with the moms danc^., and the name was still re 
tamed e-ven afrei the dance dcgineiited into a piece of grote-que 
hulfooneiy, and the fair queen came to be peisonated b} a clown 
dressed uj) in w omen s clothes 

* Colonel Tilde — See\ol up i7i note =»■ The entliet ‘vea'-tj’ 
refeis to Pride s ouginal occupation, that ol a brewei s driyman Ihc 
* robe of cow-hide’ is the bufi coat 

t See ante^ p d i , note % 

j Stiicklmd and Honey wood, whose n e occurs in tlie next ver&e, 
weie members of that assembly which elect^ Ciorawcll Piotectoi, 
and wliieh has passed into histor> mider xHe iionital ocM^nition 
of ],irebone’s Parliament llicre weie two Stncklands, bi others, 
"Walter and "Vi illi im , the foimer had been ambass doi in Holland, 
and a member of the Long Parli iment the 1 uter Mi M illi im, the 
eldei bi other, distinguished himself b\ his actiiity m seiT mg the cau«e 
of Ciomwell The Stiicklinds po sessed considerable iiitiuence m 
Torhshire, where then estates lay Sir Thom is Honevwood was a 
man of consideiable landed estate m Es&ex, a committee man in the 
Eong Pailiament, and commanded a regiment agamst the king at 
Worcestei 
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But, wlien tliey came to sit, 

Tlieie -was not wit 

Enough in them both, to seive foi one 

Wheiefoie ’twas thought good 
To add Honeywood , 

But, when they came to tiial, 

Each one pi oved a fool, 

Yet tliiee knaves in the vhole, 

And that made up a paii-ioyal “ 


A BALLAD 

TWO 

PAET 1 

TYBAW near, good people, all diav neai, 

^ And heal ken to my ditty, 

A stiangei thing, 

Than this I sing, 

Came nevei to this city 

Had you but seen this monstei, 

You would not gi've a fai thing 
Eoi the lions in the giate, 

"Noi the mountain-cat, 
hTor the beais in Paiis-garden 

+ * The wit of this m the woid pur roi al, which signilieb three 
l.na\es at the game oi hug, and also, m Fiencli, a peei or baion 
— 1 

t To this ballad Bullei ongmally prefix:ed this title, The Ptiidegeb 
Of Pimpmg, but afttr\\aid& ciobscd it out As the title bears no i ela- 
tion to the subject \\c may conclude that it was iiituided foi some 
other design which tlie poet abandoned Mr lh> ei is of opinion that 
the pel son here bitiii ed ib Olivei Ciomwell The poitiait ib an ex- 
travagant cuicature, in winch bome gene al points of lesemblance 
may he tiaced to the coarse fc ituies of the ihotecroi 
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You would defy the pageants, 

Aie boiue Letoie the mayoi, 

The sti angejst shape, 

You e'ei did gape 
Upon at Bnt’linv fan * 

His f\ce IS lound and decent, 

As IS } oui di&h, 01 plattei, 

On \\hich theie glows 
A thing lilce a nose, 

But, indeed, it ib no such inatiei 

On both sides of th’ afoiesaid 
Are eyes, hut they’ie not matches. 

On which theie aie 
To be seen two fan. 

And laige, well-giown mustaches 

Kow this wuth admiration 
Does all beholdeis stiike, 

That a beaid should giow 
Upon a thing’s blow, 

Did 3^6 evei see the like^ 

He has no skull, ’tis well known 
To thousands of beholdeis, 

Kothing, but a skin, 

Does keep his biains m 
Biom limning about his shouldeis 

On both sides of his noddle 

Aie btiaps o’ th’ veiy same Icathei , 
Eais aie implied, 

But they 16 meie hide, 

Oi moi^els ot tiipe, choose ye whether 

Between these tw o extendeth 
A slit from eai to eai. 

That, ereiy houi, 

Gipes to deyoui 
The souse, that giows so neu 
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Beneatli, a tnft of biibtles, 

As lougli as a fiieze-jeikiii;, 

If it had been a beard, 

’Twould have seived a herd 
Of goats, that aie of his neai km 

Within, a set of grinders 

Most sharp and keen, conoding 
Yonr non and biass, 

As easy as 

That you would do a pudding 

But the stiangest thing of all is, 
Upon Ins rump theie groweth 
A great long tail, 

That useth to tiail 
Upon the giound, as he goeth 


PART II 

T his monstei was begotten 
Upon one of the witches, 

B’ an imp that came to hei, 

Like a man, to woo hei, 

With black doublet, and bieeches 

When he was whelped, foi ceitam, 

In diveis seveial countries, 

The hogs and swine 
Did giunt and whine, 

And the lavens cioaked upon tiees 

The winds did blow, the thundei 
And lightning loud did lumble. 

The dogs did howl, 

The hollow tiee in th’ owl — 

’Tis a good hoise that ne’ei stumbled t 
— 

* Thatib, ‘Ihe owl in the hollow tree The imeisioii &eens to 
have heui pie meditated to heighten the gio*-e«;qncnesb of tlie image 
t This catalogue ot imaginary poi tents attending thebnth. of Ciom- 
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As soon as lie was biooglit foitli, 

At the ruidwile s t hi oat he flew, 
And thiei\ the pap 
Do\m 111 hei Up, 

They siy, ’tis veiy tiue 

And np the walk he clambeied, 

With nails most shiip and keen, 
The pimtb wheieot, 

I’ th’ boaids and loof, 

Aie yen iui to be seen 

And ont o’ th’ top o’ th’ chimney 
He vanished, seen ot none 
Foi they did wink, 

Yet, by the stink, 

Knew V Inch v ay he was gone 

The countiy loimd about theie 
Became like to a tvildein- 
essj for the sight 
Of him did flight 

Away men, women, and childien 

Long did he theie continue, 

And all those parts much haimed, 
’Till a wise-woman which 
Some call a white witch, ' 

Him into a hogstye chaimed 


•v^ell may have bcui debigned in iidioule of tlic poetic il dcsciiptioiis of 
tlie stoim ill at took pi ice on the night of lub death oi is tli liner 
suggebts it may be, ‘ a sneer upon tho^e vtiite3:% who dcst^ribe the bntli 
ofthui hcioes ib accompanied b} pioaigics* 

*■ Theie weie tliiee oiderb ot witches — Black 'Vriiitc,and Oie'v The 
first had the powa of doing mibthief wiilout the gift of rendering 
help 01 seivicc the bccond could undci -^eiMcc bin had no pow cr of 
evil, the third combined the quiliticb of the foimei two Ihe ham- 
Icbb witches tveie popularly called wibc womei 1 he function here 
a&cxibed to the W lute U itch h is. a inivtuic ot c\il in it Butlm th nk- 
ijig- prohibit, with Di\ den, that at beat the clisb wtie oiil}' ‘mis- 
chie\ onsly good ^ 
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There, -when she had him shut fast, 

With biim'^tone, and with nitie, 

She singed the claws 
Of his left paws, 

With tip of his tail, and his light eai 

And with her chaims and ointments 
She made him tame as a spaniel, 

Toi she used to iide 
On his back astiide, 

E'oi did he do hei any ill 

But, to the admnation 
Of all both fai and neai, 

He hath been shown 
In eveiy town. 

And eke in every shne 

And now, at length, he’s bi ought 
Unto fail London city, 

Wheie, in Fleet-stieet, 

All those may see’t, 

That will not beheve my ditty 

God save the king and pai Lament, ' 

And eke the pimce’s highness. 

And quickly send 
The wais an end, 

As hole iny song has — Fims 

* From this illubion to the king Mr Thyei concludes that the 
hall-id wriLten before the evecution of Chailes I 
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A BEAHD IS but tlie ■vizaid of a face, 

That natuie oideis loi no otlici place, 

Tlie fiinge and tissel of a countenance, 

That liides ins peison horn anothei man’s. 

And, like tlie Homan h-ibitb of then youth, 

Is ne^er 'vsoin until hib peilect giowth, 

A pi iM lege, no othei cieatiue has 
To "^^eai a natuial mask upon his face, 

That shifts its likeness, e\eiy day he weais, 

To fit some othei pei son’s chaiacteis. 

And by its 01111 mythology implies, 

That men '^"eie boin to li\e in some disguise 
Tins satisfied a leveiend mni that cltaied 
His disagieeing conscience by his beucl 
H’ had been piefeiied 1’ th’ aimy, '^hen the chuich 
Was taken with a Why notH in the luich, 

When piimate, metiopolitan, and pi elates 
Weie turned to officeis of hoise, and zealots, 

From iihom he held the most pluialities 
Of contiibntions donatives, and salaiies, 

Was held the chiefest of those spiiitual tiumpets, 
That sounded chaiges to their fiercest combats. 

But m the despeiatest of defeats 
Had ne'ver blown as oppoitune retieats, 

Until the Synod oideied his depaituie 
To London, from his catei wauling quaitei, 

To sit among ’em as he had been chosen, 

And pass, 01 null things, at his ovn disposing. 


+ Seo % ol 11 p zzz note 

t To be ‘tiken ^\ith a not’ is to he taken ‘-ndcknlj , or bv 
surpiise, in a 15 tliat cannot be e\ ided Ts net* describes it ‘an 
arbitiar}- proceeding as that of a peibon nho f,ne& no leasson for his 
acts but the mere captioub question, Wuy not’’ It occuii also m 
Budibroi, — See vol 1 p z^z 
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Could clap up '^louls in Limbo witb a Tote, 

And foi tlieii fees dibcliaige, and let tliem oiit^ 
Whicli made some giandees biibe bun with the place 
Of holding foith upon Thinkbgiving-daySj 
Whithei the membeis, two and two abieast, 
Maiched to take in the spoils of all — the feast ^ 

But by the wiy lepeated the oh hones 
Of his wild Iiibh and chromatic tones, 

His fiequent and pathetic hums and haws, 

He piactised only t’ ammate the cause, 

With which the sisteis ^^ele so piepossessed, 

They could lemembei nothing of the lest 
He thought upon it, and lesolved to put 
His beaid into as wondeiful a cut, 

And, foi the fiiiihei sei”vice of the women, 

T’ abate the iigidness of his opmion, 

And, but a ‘day before, had been to find 
The ablest viituoso of the kmd. 

With whom he long and seiiously confeiied 
On all mtiigues that might concern his beaid ^ 

By whose advice he sate foi a design 
In little diawn, exactly to a line, 

That, if the cieatuie chance to have occasion 
To undeigo a thoiough lefoimation, 

It might be borne conveniently about, 

And by the meanesT3 aitist copied out 
This done, he sent a journeyman sectaiy, 

IT had bi ought up to leriieve, and fetch, and cairy, 
To find out one that had the gieatest piactice, 

To pi line, and bleach the beaids of all fanatics, 

And set then n^ost confused disoideib light. 

Not by a new design but nevei light, 

Who used to shave the giandees of then stickleis, 
And Cl op the worthies of then conventicleib , 

To whom he showed his new-invented draught, 

And told him how ’tv as to be copied out 
Quoth he, ^’Tis but a false and counteifeit, 

And scandilous device of human wit, 
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That's absolutely foi])idcIen m the sciiptuie, 

To make of any oainal thing the ])ictiue 

Quoth th’ othei saint, ^ You must le e that to us, 
T’ agiee what\ layiul, oi vhat scandalous 
Poi, till it IS defceinuned by our vote, 

’Tis eithei lawful, scandalous, or not, 

Which, since we have not }et agieed upon, 

Is left indiheient lo avoid oi ovn ’ 

Quoth he, ‘ My conscience ne^^ei shall agiee 
To do it, till I know what ’tis to be , 

For, though I use ii in a lawful time. 

What, if it affcei should be made a ciime ? 

’Tis tiue, we touglit ioi libeity ot conscience, 
’Gainst human constitutions in our ovn sense 
Which Pm rosoiaed peipetually t’ aaow, 

And make it lavful, whatsoe’er we do, 

Then do }oui office with youi gieatest* skill. 

And let tli’ event befal us, how it will ’ 

This said, the nice baibaiian took his tools, 

To pxune the zealot s tenets, and his jowls, 

Talked on as peitinently, as he snipped, 

A bundled times foi eveiy hair he cii})ped, 

Until the beaid at length began t’ appeal, 

And le-assiime its antique chaiactei 

Giew moie and moie itself, that ait nuglir stiive, 

And stand in competition with the lite , 

Foi some have doubted, il ’tweie made of snips 
Of sables, glued and fitted to his lips , 

And set m such an aitihcial frame 
As if it had been wi ought in iilogiam, 

Moie subtly hied and polished theva the gin 
That Yule an caught himself a cuckold in 
That Lachesis, th it spins the thieads of tatc. 
Could not have diawn it out moie delicate 
But being designed and diawn so legulai, 

T a SCI upnlous pimctdio of a hau 

Who could imagine that it should be poital 

To selhsli, inwpid-unconfoiming inoitaP 
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And yet it as, and dxd abominate 

The least compliance to the chuich oi '‘txte, 

And fiom itself did equally dissent, 

As fioin lelioioii, and the government ^ 


EEPAETEES BETWEEN CAT AND PUSS AT A 
CATEKWAULING 

IN TOE MODERN HEROIC V i’i f 

I T was about the middle age of night, 

"When half the eaith stood in the ofcliei’s light, 
And sleep, death’s biothei, }et a fiiend to life, 

Gave weaned natuie a lestoiative, 

* The following fi afijment, found \Mth ^e\elal others on the bame 
subject amongbt Butlert. MS , is punted by 'Mr Ihj ei — 

Ihi-, level end brothei like ^ goat, 

Did i\ eir a tail upon his tin oat, 

Ihe tiinge and tassel of a fict, 

1 hat gives it a becoming gi ace, 

But set in such a cuiioiis fiarne 
As if tweie \ louaht in hlo«iani 
And cut so cv n as if t had been 
DrwMi with a pen upon his dim 
No topiai> hedge of quickset 

as c er so nc itlj cut, or thick set , 

Ih it made beholders moie idmire, 

Ih 111 China pi ite that s made of wiie , 

But being wi ought so legular 
In e\eiy pait and e\eiy liaii, 

Who would belicac it should be portal, 
lo unconfoiming inwaid moital’ 

And yet it w as and did dissent 
No less fiom its own goreinment 
lliau f-om the chmeh’s, and detest 
fliai which it held toith and piolessed , 

Did equall}- abomin ite 
Coiifonnity in church and state , 

And like an h\poeiitie brother, 

Piofessed one thing ind did another 
As all things wheie they’re most piofessed, 

Are found to be regaided least 

t The ‘modern heioic way was the way of the ihymed pHvs intro 
duced and bi ought into fashion by Dr>den llie close plaj of con- 
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“Wben Puss, "waim in bis o^\n natne fins, 

Dieai'it soundly ol as soft and waim aniouiis, 

Ot making gallantly in giittti -tiles, 

And spoiting on deligbiful iaggut-piles , 

Oi bolting out oi Lublies in tlie daik 
As ladies use at midnight in the paik, 

Oi seeking in tall gaiiets an alcoie, 

Poi assignations in th’ aftaiib of lo-ve 
At once his passion m as both lilse and tine, 

And the nioie false the nioie in earnest gicw 
He fancied that be licaid those ainoioiis cbaiins, 

That used to summon him to soft alaims, 

To which he ah v ays hi ought an equal flame, 

To fight am il, oi to couit a dame 

And, as in di earns loae’s laptuies aie moie taking, 

Than all then actual enjoyments waking, 

His amoious passion giew to that extieme. 

His dieain j.tselt awaked him fiom Ins dieam 
Thought he, ‘ Wliat pi ice is tliis^ oi wiuthei ait 
Thou vanished fiom me mistiess of ini heait^ 

But now, I had liei in this veij place, 

Heie, fast impiisoiied in my glad cmhiace, 

And, while my joys beyond themselves weie lapt, 

I know not how, noi ivhithei thou’it escaped 
Stay, and 1 11 follow thee ’ — ^With that he leaped 
Up fioin the lazy couch on which he slept ^ 

And, wmged with passion, thiough his knowTi puilieu, 
Swift as an airow fiom a bow, he flew, 

Hor stopped, until his file had him com eyed, 

Wheie many assignations h’ had enjoj^ed, 

Where finding, what he sought, a mutual flame. 

That long had staged and called, befoie he came, 
Impatient of delay, without one wmid, 

To lose no fuithei time, he fell aboaid. 

But giiped so haid, he wounds d what he loved, 

While she in angei, thus Ins heat lepioied 


celts tbe veibal crobs puipobcs and tiieturj,id bcntiment oi tho“e pieces 
aie ndiculed iii tliib satire ^Mtli tlie happiest strokes of humour 
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0 Foibeai, fotil la-visliei^ tins lude addiess, 

Canst tliou at once both injuie and caiess'^ [chaims, 
P Thoix hast bewitched me with thy poweitul 
And I by diawmg blood, wmnld cme my haims 
O He, that doe^ love, would set his heait a-tilt, 
Eie one dio]) of his lady’s should be spilt 

P Youi wounds aie but without, and mine within. 
You wound my heait, and I but puck your skin, 

And while youi eyes pieice deepei than my claws. 
You blame th’ effect, of which you aie the cause 
O How could my guiltless eyes your heait imade, 
Had it not fiist been by youi own betiayed^ 

Hence ’tis, my greatest ciime has only been, 

Hot in mine eyes, but youis, in being seen ^ 

P I huit to love, but do not love to hurt 
C That’s woise than making ciuelty a spoit 
P Pain IS the foil of pleasuie and deliglit, 

That sets it off to a moie noble height 

G He buys his pleasuie at a late too \ain, 

That takes it up befoiehand of his pain 

P Pain is moie deai than pleasuie, when ’tis past 
C Put glows mtoleiable, if it last 
P Lo^e IS too full of honoui to legaid 
What it enjoys but suffeis, as lewaid 
What knight duist evei own a lover’s name, 

That had not been half-muideied by his flame *2 
Oi lady, that had nevei lam at stake, 

To death, oi foice of rivals foi his sake*^ 

C When love does meet with injuiy and Jiain, 
Disdain’s the only medicme foi disdain 


* Parts of this dialogue recall the ‘keen encouutei" between Lady 
Anne and Glo&ter — 

Gloster Is not the causei of the timeless deaths 

Ot these Plantagenets, llcniy and Lduaid, 

As blameful as the executionei ^ 

L Anne Thou aA the cause, tnd moat accursed effect 
Glohter Your beauty was the cause of that effect , 

Y'our beauty, -uhich did haunt me in my sleep Ac 

Lichai d III 1 3 
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F At once I’m Imppy, and unhappy too, 

In being pleased, and m displeasing yon 

C Pieposteions -viay of pleasme, and ot lo\e, 

That contiaiy to its o\^n end ^?^onlcl mo^e* 

’Tis lathei hate, that covets to destioy 
Lo\e s bnsme&s is to lo^e and to enjo'v 
F Enjoying and destioymg aie all one. 

As flames destioy that vtliicli they feed upon 
C He ne^ei lo%ed at any geneioiis late, 

That in th’ enjoyment found Ins iiame xhate 
As vnne, the fiiend of love, is wont to make 
The thiist moie violent, it pietends to slake 
So should fiuition do the lovei s hie, 

Instead of lessemng, inflame desiie 

F What gieatei pi oof, that passion does tiampoit, 
When, what I d die foi, I am foiced to hint ^ 

C Death among loa eis is a thing despised, 

And fai below a sullen humoiii piized 
That is moie scorned, and i ailed at than the gods, 
When they aie ciossed in loie, oi fall at odds 
But since you undei stand not what you do, 

I am the judge of what I feel, not you 
P Passion begins mdiffeient to piove, 

When love consideis any thing but lo\e 

C The daits of love, like lightning, wound within, 
And, though they pieice it, never halt the skin. 

They leave no niaiks behind them, wheie they fly, 
Though thiougli the tendeiest pait of all, the eye 
But your shaip claws have left enough to show, 

Ho^v tendei Iha've been, how cinelyou 
P Pleasme is pam, fox when it i^ enjoyed, 

All it could wish for was but to b’ alhyecl 
G Foice IS a lugged way of making love 
P What you hke best, you always disappiove 
G He that will wuoiig Ins love will not be nice, 

T’ excuse the wrong he does, to wiong her twice 
F Nothing is wiong, but that w’-Lich is ill meant 
G Wounds aie ill cuied with a good mtent 
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P Wheii you mi'=^talie that for an injuiy^ 

I nevei meant, 5 on do the wtoiig, not I 

G Yon do not feel yoiuself the pam >ou gi^e^ 
But ’tis not thax alone foi which I giieve, 

But ’tis youi want of pa'a'^ion that I blame, 

That can be ciuel, wheie tou own a flame 
P ’ fis you aie guilty of that ciuelty 
Which you at once outdo, and blame in me , 

Foi while yoi stifle, and inflame desiie, 

You bum, and stnve me m the self -same fiie 
O It IS not I but you, that do the huit. 

Who \iound youiself, ind then accuse me foi’t, 

As thieves, that lob themselves ’fcwixt sun and sun, 
Make otheis pay foi what themselves have done 


TO THE RON JERWARR HOWAED, ESQ 

TTPO^ HIS I^COMP^EVBLl POEM OP ‘THE BPITISH PRI]SCES’'» 

S IB, — you’ve obliged the Biitish nation moie 
Than all then baids could e\ei do befoie, 

And, at }oui own chiige, monuments moie haid 
Than biass, 01 maible, to thou fame ha^o leaied 


* Tliiss poem claimed for Butlei bj Mi Tliyei wab originally pob- 
lisbed in Diyden s> 1 // edknui'^ mIiuc it wab iscnbed to Walla, ixniler 
the folloiMiig litlt- — lo a rci^on of Ilonoui, upon hib mcomp uablt, 
incomp’-eheiiMble poem, entitled The Ptincc', Mi Fenton 

leljingupon the luthoiitj of the J/? set which had not then been 
called into qucbtion, included the piece in ins edition ol U allci s 
poems, and subsequent editors ha\e not felt themsehts justified 111 
rejecting it, there being some CMdence of authoiship on both sides, 
although not of equal 'x eight Mi Thjei sats — Tnit this piece is 
not U illei s, must be eMdent to eveij distinguishing leadei , md tb it 
It IS Butlei s IS no less deal not onlj fiom tlm mannu, but also b\ its 
being found among his other manusciipts, xccom])anied by the 
Palinode uhich follous it but to make the mattei still moie demon- 
strable, I must add that 1 find «e\eiil of tie lines and thoughts in 
his common-placc collection Ihe maiinei is not sodcois\e i'- Mr 
Tliyei supposes Theie aie somf passages peifeetly in the mannci of 
AVallei, and although, especiallv ton ids the clo^e thcie is uiiiKi 
dental resemblance to Luila , the piece, as a whole, is moie 111 the 
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For as all ^vailike nations take deliglit 
To lieai iiow Liave -Dlieu ancestois could kglit, 

Yon have advanced to ^ondei their lenown, 

And no less viicuously impioved youi ovni^ 

Foi ’twill be doubted, vhethei you do wiite, 

Or they have acted at a noblei height 
You of then ancient piinces have letiieved 
Moie than the ages knew m which they li\ed^ 
Desciibed then cusboms and then iites anew, 

Bettei than all then Diuids evei knew, 

Uniiddled then daik oiacies as well 

As those themselves, that made them, could fuietell, 

For as the Biitons long have hoped in vain, 

Aithui would come to govern them again, 

poised and enamelkd !st\ It of illei But the evid..nte supplied by 
Biitlei s Mb lb undoubtcdl) strong and the dibCO'veiv ol several of the 
lints amongbi his detached notes may be considcied eouclu'sne It 
will xjrobibly, howe\ei ah\x\b continue, hAe the F'ysay on Satue, 
claimed ill like minnci,foi Mulgrx\e ind Drj den, to be imei ted la 
the works of each of the authois to vhom it has been acribed 

The lion Ed w aid Howard was one of the sons ot the Earl of 
Berkshiie, and brothei in-law of Di vden He wiote sexen plays, and 
the epic of The British P9inces, and was a common mark for the ridi- 
cule ot the wits and critics He w'’s severely satiiized by Eoche<-ter 
and Dor-^et, Spiat Denham, Martin Cliiioid, and Loid Vaughan and 
contemptuou ly alluded to m the Sts^ion oj the Poetb, published in Tie 
State Poems His rank alone could not ha't e attracted so much notice 
to hib pi eductions which aie lemaikible onlj for what Dorset calls 
* sohd nonsense, and “ a stiange alaci’t} m sinking That it was his 
social position, which procured him his unemiable notoiiety is inti- 
mated plainly by Dorset — 

Toi were it not that we respect afford 
Unto the sou of an heroic lord, 

Ihine in the ducking ‘itool should take his seat, 

Dressed like herseif m a great chair of state, 

T\ heie like a Muse ot q.ualit> shed die, 

And thou thyself shall mike her elegy. 

In the s e stiam thou wiit st thy comedj 
In Butler’s Common-place Colkcfwn theie is an alluaion to the follow- 
ing couplet m The BritiJi Pi incts — 

A vest as admired Toitigera had on, 

Which from this island s foes his giandsire won 
Upon which Butler writes — 

Such height as no wit ever could have nicked. 

But only he that snipped a naked Pict 

III BTJTLBB 
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TO THE HOIST EDWAKD HO'V^ARD 


You have fulfilled that prophecy alone, 

And in this poem placed him on hib thione 
Such magic powei has your piodigioiis jien, 

To laise the dead, and give new life to men, 
Make iival piinces meet in aims, and love, 
Whom distint ages did so fai lemove 
Poi as eternity has ncithei ]D^5t, 

IsToi futuie, authois say, noi fiist, noi last, 

But is ail instant, youi eternal muse 
All ages can to any one i educe ^ 

Then why should you, whose miiacle of ait 
Can life at pleasuie to the dead im])ait, 

Tiouble in vain youi hetuei -busied head 
T’ obseive what time they Ined m, oi weie dead^ 
Boi since you have such aibitiaiy powei, 

It weie defect in judgment to go lower, 

Oi stoop to things so pitifully lewd, 

As use to take the vulgai latitude 
Theie’s no man fit to lead what } on have wiit, 
That holds not some piopoition with j'Our wit, 
As light can no way but by light ippeai, 

He must bung 6e7i6e, that imdei stands it heie + 


Tilt hiscoiicil an ichromsms committed m The Primes coxi 

stitutc one ot its most piomment Oiluiccb Tor example, Loaclicea 
and Km" Arthui are made coiitemporaues , thus, noticed m Spiats 
TeisiGb to Hoi\aid — 

Noi let ‘small ciitics hlame this misrhty queen, 

T Int m King Arthui s time she here is seen , 

You tint can make immoitxl by >oui song 
May xvell one life four bundled yeais piolong 

t The bne is thus given by Thyei, and adopted fiom him in 
subsequent edition*? 4 ha\e not theiefoie, consicleied myself at 
hbeit}' to alter it but a better reading xxould, probxblv, be supplied 
b> mikmg the following change — 

He must &? mg sense, that understands it here 
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A PALINODE TO THE HONOUKABLE EDWAEB 
IIOWAHD, ESQ 

UPO>r HIS INCOMPVRVBLE POEM OP ‘THE BRTTibH PRINCES’ 

I T IS yoin ])cndon sii foi wliicli my mtise 
Till ice liumbl} thus, in foiin ot papei, biieb_, 

Eoi hwmg lelt the dead weight ol joui wit, 

She comes to ask foignoness, and submit, 

Is boiiy loi hei faults, and, v\hile I wiite, 

Mouids m the blick does penance m the w'hitc 
But such In hei belief ni youi just candoui, 

She hopes }ou will not so nixSimdei stand hei, 

To wicst hci hainiless meaning to the sense 
Of Silly emulation, oi ofience 
JNo join siifhcient wit vloes still declaie 
Itself too amply, they tie mad that daie 
So \aiii and senseless a piesumption own, 

To yoke ;}oui ^ast paits m compiiison 
And } et, on might ha\ e thought upon a w ay 
T’ instinct ns how you d ha\e us to obey, 

And not command oui piaises, and then blame 
All that’s too great, oi little for youi fame , 

Foi who could choose but eii, without some tuck 
To take ;youi elevation to a mck^ 

As he that was desiied, upon occasion, 

To make the Mavoi of London nn oiation, 

Desiied his loid^hip’s fa^oiu, tint he might 
Take me asm e of his mouth, to ht it light. 


Mr Ilo'w'ird ^^'ls miv 'inorij \Mth liib cntict, 'ind pirticnhily 
with those who iidieuled him iindci the diaj^uibc ot buiie^Ciue 
paneg>iic Hits itii lu thus li&hcd b\ Dot^ct — 

Theiefoic, dear Ned, it m\ idNice, foi bear 
Such loud complaints g^Linhi cubes lo picier, 
biiice thou art turned an an iiit libeller 
Ihou sett thy name to wli it th) s»elf dost wnte — 

Bid e\er hbel >et so sa iiplj bite^* 


10—2 
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A PALINODE TO 


SOj liad you sent a scantling of youi wit, 

Yon might ha\e blamed ns if it did not fit, 

But ’tis not just t’ impose, and then ciy down 
All that’s unequal to youi huge lenown, 

Boi he that wiites below your \ast deseit, 

Betiays his own, and not j^oni want of ait 
Praise, like a lobe of state, should not sit close 
To th’ pel son ’tis made foi, but wide and loose, 
Derives its comeliness fiom being unfit, 

And such ha-ve been our praises of youi wit. 

Which IS so extiaordmaiy, no height 
Of fancy but youi own can do it light, 

Yritness those gloiious poems you have wiit 
With equal judgment, learning, ait, and wit, 

And those stupendious disco veiies 
Youve lately made of wondeis in the skies 
Poi who, but from youi self, did evei heai 
The ^ spheie of atoms’ was the atmosiihere’^^ 

Who evei shut those stiaggleis in a loom, 

Oi put a ciicle about laciium, 

That should confine those undetei mined ciowds. 
And yet extend no fuithei than the clouds^ 

Who evei could have thought, but you alone 
A ^ sign’ and an ^ascendant’ weie all one '2 
Oi how ’tis possible the Moon should shioud 
Hei face, to peep at Mais, behind a cloud , 

Since clouds below aic so fai distant placed. 

They cannot hindei her fiom being baiefaced? 

Who evei did a language so eniich, 

To scoin all little pai tides of speech *2 

Foi though tliey make the sense cleai, yet they’ie 

To be a scurvy limdiance to the sound, [found 

* The nonsense alluded to runs as follow s — 

And these roll within a stuij sslvj, 

A space tianbparent entertain'* the eye, 

The sphere of items called, naime s hist seed. 

Which, ‘scattered hence, some think the world did breed 

B) itiiih Princes 

S miHr absurdities aie ridiculed in subsequent allusions 
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Theiefoie you ^^ibcly scoin youi style to liiimLle 

Ot foi tlie sense’s sake to waive tlie nimble 

Had Homei knovn tins ait, h’ had ne’ei been fim 

To use so many paiticleb m \ain 

That to no pmpobe sene, but, as he haps 

To "Want a syllable to hll up ga})s 

You justly com new i eibs, to pay foi tlio'^e, 

“Which in construction you o’eisee, and los6_, 

And by this ait do Pii'^cian no wiorg 
^Yhen you bieik’s head, foi ’tis as bxoad as long 
These aie youi o\vn disoo-veiies which none 
But such a muse as youis could hit upon. 

That can, in spite of laws of ait oi lules. 

Make things moie mtiicate tk-'u all the schools 
Eoi what have laws of nt to do with you 
Moie than the laws with honest men and tiue^ 

He that’s a pimce m poetiy should snive 
To ciy ’em down, by his pieiogatne, 

And not submit to that which has no foice 
But o’ei delinquents, and infenois 
Your poems will endure to be tiied "" 
r th’ file like gold, and come foith puiified, 

Can only to eternity pietend, 

Foi they weie never wiit to any end 
All othei books bear an unceitam late, 

But those you wiixe aie always sold by weight, 
Each woid and syllable bi ought to the scale, 

And valued to a sciuple in the sale 

Foi when the paper’s charged with youi iich wit, 

’Tis foi all pin poses and uses fit, 

Has an absteisi've viitue to make^^lean 
Whate^ei natuie made in man obscene^ 

Boys find, h’ expeument no paper kite, 

Without your can make a noble flight, 


* In some modern editions *1 woid h-is "been interpolated m 0 ib 
me, to complete the measuie \mliout an> notice to the reader — 

Your poems will endme to he ziell tried 
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It Leeps 0111 spice and aiomatics sweet , 

In Pans they pci fume then looms with it 
Poi binning but one leaf of youi’s, they say, 
Drives all then stinks and nistine&s away^ 

Cooks keep then pies fiom buinmg with yoiii wit, 
Then pigs and geese fiom scoiching on the spit^ 
And imtneis find tlieii wines aie ne’ei the woise, 
"When ai seme’s only wiapped up in the veise 
These aie the gieat peifoimances, that laise 
Youi mighty pails abo\e all leaeh of piaise, 

And gi\e us only leave t’ admiie youi woith, 

Poi no man, but youi self, can set it foith, 

"Whose wondrous powei’s so geneially known, 
Panie is the echo, and hei voice youi own 


A PANEGYRIC UPONT SIR JOHN DENIIAM’s 
EECOTERY FROM HIS MADNESS^ 

S IR, you’ve outlived so desperate a fit, 

As none could do, but an iminoital wit, 

Had youis been less, all helps had been in vam, 
And thrown away, though on a less sick biain, 


* The nijiislice of tlie&e lines, so fir as they reflect on Denhams 
writings will at once stiike the reader Thyei suggests that Butlei s 
se\eiity ‘can be accounted foi by nothing but some pci&onal quinel oi 
disgust Possibl} he inav ha-vc felt indignant at the icwards heaped 
upon Deiihim at tlie Restoi ition while he w xs himsell left to starve 
Put, in that case, it wa^s he who confciied the rewards and not the 
recipient of them who would hxvc been the piopei object of attack 
Undei any ciicuraistaiices,the selection of such an occasion as a subject 
for satiic desene'. lepiobation 

Aubicy sa\s that \^hen Denhams dis^-emper of madness broke out 
he went to Ilounslow and demanded lenls ot linds he had sold many 
years before and that he w ent to the king and called him the Holy 
Ghost Jealousy ol his second wife is said to ha\e been the cause of 
his t6mpoiu\ deixngement She was Miss Biooke a niccc of the 
Earl of Bi istol and had been mistress to the Duke ot York When 
Denham mxiin d hei he xvas xdvanced in age, and the lady was only 
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But }oii ^eie so fii fioin lecemii^ liiut, 

Yon giew impiovecl, und much the bottei ioi t ^ 
And \\heii th’ Ai ihun bud doeb saciihce. 

And bu3ii hini^ell m Ins own countiyb spice, 

A maggot iiist biceds in liei piegnaiit uin, 

Which aftei does to a young PIubiua tuin 
So Youi hot biam, burned m its iiatne file, 

Bid life lenewed, ?ad Yugoioiis youth acrjune. 
And witli so much id\ ant ige, some hai e guebbed, 
Yoiu aftei it is like to be youi best, 

And now expect lai gieatei matteis ui ye, 

Than the bought Coopei s Sill, oi hoiiov, ed So2jhp 


eigliteen TJicre u rc i on to -^uppo e that bhe btill con<-inued her 
inteicouiae with the Duke of ^ ork and hti great desire to be 
appointed one of the latlies of The 1 ed tlmnbLi to the Duebes'^ con- 
himed Denh im & suspicions Hci sudden death it the moment when, 
through the Dukes intiiience she \\ is ibout to he intioduccd into the 
household led to the lumoui that she had beer taken off b\ liPi hus 
band ‘No peison, sa\s the go sipmg Dc Oiitnmont enterta.ncd 
an> doubt of liiv poisoning hei and he adds th it the populace lu his 
own neighbo iihood had a design ot tiaring him m pieces as soon as he 
showed himself in public It is stated however on the luthoiity of 
Loid Onei> that L id> Denham s bod> w as opened at her own desire, 
and no sign of poison was found Butler is siltiit on this subject and 
thechaiges he brings agam-t Denham aie of so malign int a charicter 
as to leave little doubt that he would h ive incladed it if he believed it 
to be ti ue 

* It was aftei his recot er\ that Denham wrote his poem on the 
death of Cowley, which ccrtamlv betiav^s no diminution of his u&iul 
clearness oi powei and which Dr Johnson pi enounces the best of his 
minoi woiks 

t A malicious repoit was circulated that Denham was not the 
author of Coopt? s Hill but that he bought it fiom a vicar for £40 
a his leport had its 01 igin m a bantering lampoon contained in IVie 
Hei>i>ion ot the Poetb — 

But Apollo advised him to write something more, 

To elcii a susp cion which possessed the co it, 

That Coopei s Hill so much biigztd on betore, 

Wis wilt b> i vicar, who had foitt pound toi t 
Butler evnands the ■'Candal b\ hintin>, th it the Sojjh/ al-o w as the 
production of another Ihe ;bop/i?/ w as published bttoie Coopi > s Hill, 
and It took ei ei \ bodv sO compktil} by surpuse for at th it time Duiham 
had given no ind’citions ot his power th it W ilki said he btoVe out 
like the Iii^h i* bellion threescoie thousand strong, when nobody was 
aware, 01 in the least suspected it 
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Such as youi Tully lately diessed m ^eise^, 

Like those he niKle himself, oi not much woisej"^ 
And Seneca’s diy sand unmixed with lime, 

Such as you cheat the king with, botched in rhyme t 
hToi weie youi morals less impioved, all pride 
And native insolence quite la^d aside. 

And that ud go veined outiage that was wont 
All, that you duist %\ith safety, to affiont, 

No China cuphond ludely oieithiown, 

Noi lady tipped, by being accosted, down, 

No poet jeeied, foi sciibblemg amiss, 

With veises foity times more lewd than hi&,'{: 

Noi did youi ciutch give battle to youi duns, 

And hold it out, wheie you had built a sconce, 

Noi fuiiously laid oiange-wench aboaid, 

Loi asking what in fiuit and love you ’ad scoied, 
But all civility and complacence. 

More than you evei used, befoie or since 
Beside, you never ovei-i cached the king 
One fai thing, all the while, in leckonmg, 

Noi bi ought in false account, with little tucks 
Of passing broken rubbish loi whole bucks, 

Ealse xnusteiing ot wmikmen by the day, 

Deduction out of xvages, and dead pay 
F 01 those that nevei lived , all which did come, 

By thiifty management, to no small sum § 

* Alluding to Denhams translation, or pariphnsc of Tully de 
Senectiite, a piece of -which Di Jolinson bay^ that it ‘has neither the 
clearness of prose, nor the -^prifiThtlincss of poetry 
t ‘ This alludes to what Caligula is lecoidtd by Suetonius to have 
said of Seneca — ‘ Ltnm^ comptiasque scnbendi gtnub adco contemnenb, 
ut Senecam turn raaxime placenttm commissioncs me’ as compunerc, 
et arenam sine calce Cbse diceret — Tld Suetonii Caho — T 
t Iheie aie some prui lent pasbagGb in Denhims potmb but none 
that answer to this description 

§ Denham s-acccedcd Inigo Jones m the lucrative office of Surveyor 
of the kings buildings Aubrey savs, on the aiithontv of Sir Chrib 
topher Wren, who was Denhams deputy , that m this situation, which 
he held till Ins death Denham made ^7000 Ihe charge msiimitcd 
bv Builcr that he emichcd himself by making false tntiies m hi<i 
accounts, cannot be considered entitled to credit Ihcie may have 



A Pl^LGYUIC ON SIR JOHN DENHAYt 153 

You pulled no lodgings down to build tlieni woise^ 
ISToi lepiiiecl otlieis, to lepaii voui pui'^e, 

As you weie ■wont till all you built appealed 
Like that, Ampliion Mitli iiistiddle leaicd 
Foi bad the stones, like bis, cbainied by }Oui aeise 
Built up tbeai&eh es, they could not bare done woiae 
^nd, sine, 'wbeu bist you ventiued to sm\ey 
You did design to do’t no otbei yay, 

All tbis was done befoie those days begin 
In wbiob you weie a wise and bapp^ man,, 

Foi who e ei bred in such a paradise, 

Until hesb stiaw and diikness oped youi eyes? 

Who evei gieatei tieasine could command, 

Had noblei palaces, and iicbei land, 

Tbin you bad then, ybo could laise sums is vast, 

As all the cheats of a Dutch wax could waste, 

Oi all those pi ictised upon public money ^ 

Foi nothing, but yooi cuie, could bi've undone ye 
Foi evei aie yon bound to cuise those quacks, 

That undeitook to cuie }oui happy ciacLs, 

Foi though no art can evei make them sound 
The tampeiing cost you thieescoie thousand pound 
How Ingli might you ha\e lived and placed, and lost, 
Yet been no moie undone by being choused, 

Hoi foiced upon the king^s account to lay 
AR that, in seiving him, you lost at plaj 2^ 

Foi nothing, but youi biam, wis eirei found 
To sutfer sequestiation, and compound 
Yet you’ve an imposition laid on buck, 

Foi all you then laid out, at beast oi gleek,t 

■been some stoiy of that Imd current at flic timt-, but it i& not 
nitnnoncd by any of Knhimti contcrapoi uieb 

* Denham wis an ite ^amb’ei iim pisssion for cirdfa an 1 

dice showed itself at colhge When he h d p1a\td avav all hi^ 
money,’ sa\s Aiibiey, Mie nould pUy ly hie lather b wiou^^t tap? 
mth gold This fatil propeiisitj, bv which he Iom, lai(?e sums of 
monev exercised astiong mllucnce over bun toi man\ >tar& of 1 is 
hte notwithstanding many penitent icaolutions It was the aitt of 
the age 


t 1 ashionable games at caids 
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And, \\lien }on’ve laibed a stiiiglit let it fiy, 
By uiidei standing low, and ventmmg Inglij 
Until yon li\\e i educed it down to tick 
And then leciuit again fioni lime and buck 


PROLOGUE TO THE QUEEH OF AllRAGON ^ 

ACTED BErOKE THE DUKE OD TcORK, UEON HIS BIRTII-D 

S IB, while bO miny nations stiive to pay 
The tiibute ol then gloiies to this day, 

That gave them earnest of so gieat a sum 
Of gloiy, fioin }oni tutuie acts to come, 

And winch }ou have dischaiged at such a late, 
That all succeeding times must celehi ate , 

We, that bubsibt by ^oui blight influence, 

And have no life but what we own fiom thence, 
Come humblv to piebent you, oui own way. 

With all we haae, beside oni heaitb, a play 
But as de\outest men can piy no moie 
To deities, than whit tlicy gave befoie, 

We bung you only, what youi gieat commands 
Did lescue foi us fiom engiossing hands, 

That would hue taken out adnimistiation 
Of all depaited poets’ goods i’ th’ nation, 

Ol, like to loids of manois, seized all plays, 

That come within their leach, as wefts and stiays. 
And claimed a fo^feitiue of all past wit, 

But that youi justice put a stop to it 

’Twas well foi Uo, who else must have been glad 

T’ admit of ill, who now wiite new, and bad, 

Boi still the wickedei some authois wiite, 

Otheib to wiite woise aie encouiaged by’t 


A Irigi-CometU by Willum IT ibuigdon, the luthoi of Ccistara, 
1540 It lb in LoJbley a Collection, \ol iv 
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And tliongli tliose fieice inquisitoi? of %vit, 

The ciiticb, bpaie no flebli that e\ci ^iit, 

But, jubt \b tooth dicweib find among the lout 
Then o^\n tteth woik in pulling otlieib outj 
So they, cleciying all of all th tt wiite, 

Think to eiect a tiade of judging by t 
Small poetiy, like otliei heiebieb. 

By being peibecuted multiplies, 

But heie they’ie like to fail ot ill pietence^ 

Boi he that wiit this play is dead long binoe, 

And not \Mthin then powei , foi beais aie siid 
To spaie those thit lie btill, and seem but dead 


EPILOGUE TO THE SAME 

TO THE DUCHESS 

M adam, the JOJS of tbis gieat day aio due, 

No less than to youi loyal loid,to you. 

And, tliiee mighty kingdoms pay }om pait, 

You ha\e, what’s gieatei than them ill, his heait, 
That heait, that, \-\hen it was hib countij’s guard, 
The tuiy ot two elements out-daied, 

And nude a stubborn haughty enemy 
The ten 01 of his dieadful conduct fly. 

And }et }Oii conqueied it— and made youi chums 
Appeu no less \ictoiions, than his aims 
Foi which you oft ha\e tiiumphed on tins da}, 
And man} moie to c.ome Heaven^gi int }ou miy 
But, as gieat pimces use in solemn times 
Of joy, to paidon all but heinous ciimes, 

If we ha\ e sinned, w ithout an ill intent, 

And done below what leilly we meant 
We humbly ask youi paidon foi 1 and pi ay 
You would loigue, in honoui ot the da} 
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TO HIS MISTEESS 

B O not unjustly blame 
My guiltless bieast, 

Por vent 111 mg to disclose \ flame 
It bad so long suppiessed 

In its own asbes it designed 
For evei to ba-ve lam, 

But that my sighs, like blasts of wind. 
Made it bieak out again 


TO THE SAME 

D O not mine affection slight, 

’Cause my locks witb age aie white 
Your bi easts have snow withoat, and snow within, 
While flames of fire in youi blight eyes are seen 


TEIPLETS UPON AVARICE 

A S miseis then own laws enjoin 
To weal no pockets m the mine, 

Foi fear they should the oie puiloin 

So he that toils and labouis haid 
To gam, and what he gets has spared, 

Is fiom th^ use of all debaiied 

And though he can pioduce nioie spankeis 
Than all the usuieis and bankeis, 

Yet aftei moie and moie he hankeis. 

And aftei all his pains aie done. 

Has nothing he can call his own, 

Bnt a meie liyplihond alniip 
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EPIGRAM ON A CLUB OF SOTS 

opHE jolly memLeis ol a toping dnb, 

Like pipe-btiyes, aie but hooped into a tub^ 
And lu a clo'^e confedeiacy link, 

Eoi nothing else, but only to hold dunk 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLLAND. 

A COUlS'TEy that cliaws fifty foot of watei, 

In ^\hlGh men hve, as in the hold of nitme, 
And yhen the sei doeb m upon them break, 

And diown a pioyince, does but spiing a leak^ 

That always ply the pump, and iie^ ei think 
They can be safe, but at the late they stinky 
That liye as if they had been lun a-giound, 

And, when they die, aie cast away, and di owned, 
Thxt dwell in ships, like swaims of lats, and piey 
Upon the goods all othei nations fleets conyey, 
And when then mei chants aie blown up and ciacked, 
Whole towns aie cast away in stoims and wiecked, 
That feed, like cannibals, on otliei fishes, 

And seiye then cousm-geimans up m dishes, 

A land that iides at anchoi, and is mooied, 

In which they do not live, but go aboaid 


^ The close resemblance between these hiiCb and Man ell’s C 7 ia 
j actej of Holland is striking Ihe two pieces hiight he easily bltndcd 
into one, without doing -Violence to either It in ght be hupposed that 
in such passage^ as the lollowmg, M uvell intended to enlaige upon 
Butler’s verses, -weie it notunlikcl> that he had e-ver seen them, a» 
they were not published in his lifetime — 

Holland, that scarce dcsei\es the name of Und 
As but the ofi scouimg of the Bntish sand, 

And >10 much earth as was contributed 
B> English pilots when they hea-ved the lead , 
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MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS ^ 

A ll men’s intiigues and pi ejects tend 
By seveial couises to one end, 

To compass by the piop’iest shows, 
W]iate\ ei then designs propose , 

And that which o^^ns the faii’st pietext 
Is often found the indiiect’st 
Hence ’tis, that hypociites still paint 
Much faiier than the leal saint, 

And knaves appeal more just and tine 
Than honest men, that make less show 
The dullest idiots in disguise 
Appeal moie knowing than the wise, 
Illiteiate dunces undisceined 
Pass on the labble loi the learned, 

And cowaids that can damn and lant, 
Pass muster foi the "valiant 


Or whit b> til’ ocean’s slow alluvion fell, 

Of shipwitckcd cockle and the muscle-shell 
Glad then as mineis who hate found the ore, 

'lhe> , with haid labour fished the land to ohoie 
Yet still his claim theiniuied ocean laid 
And oft it leap tiog oei their steeples placed, 

As if on puipose it on land hid come, 

To bliow them what’s then mm c liberum 
A d xily deluge o\ ei them does boil 
1 he earth and water pi ly at level-coil , 

The fish oft time& the burghei dispossessed, 

And sat not as a meat, but as a guest 
* The title — Mi<^ielIamous Thoualits — was gnen to these fiagments 
by Ml Th>ei who found them fai H written out bj Butlei in a book 
he kep+- foi that puipose They possess in inteiest bejond that ot 
their intrinsic v due as illustiatioiis ot Butlei ’s mode of composition 
He evidently did not wiite continuously, or systematically Ihoughts 
were seized, and tin own into foim, as they piesented themsehes to his 
mind, and weie afteiw aids fitted into suitable places Some ot the 
most brilliant m ®fieridans comedies were pieser^ed foi use in 

the same w i> "( . ^ i . .i- of wit and wisdom thus collected, these 
Mi<icellaneou^ Thouqlit'^ appeal to be the only fragments which weie not 
transplanted into Hudib/ a& and the other poems 
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Foi he, that has hut impudence, 

To all things hab a ]Ubt piotcuce, 

And ]»ut among his w ints hut sliame, 

To all the woilJ maj la} hi^ claim 

Ho'V\ iiious and mnumei able 
Aie those avKo Iiac upon the lahlk * 

’Tis they maintain the chutdi and btete, 

Em]dov the piiest and magibti ite , 

Deal all the chaige of gOAeinment, 

And pay the public and lent 
Defi IV all t i\es and exi ise-., 

And impObitioub ot all piic.s, 

Beai all th’ espen'-e of peice and vm, 

And p IT the pulpit and the h n , 

Maintnn til chuidies md leligions, 

And gne then pastois exhilubioiis 
And those vho have the gie->tcbt Hocks 
Aie piiniitive in cl oithodox 
buppoit all schismatiCb cud sects, 

And piy them foi toimentmg texts, 

Take all then doctimeb off then handb, 

And pay them in good lents and lands ^ 
Pischaige all costly offices, 

The doctoi’s and the lavyei’s fees, 

The hangman’s tragea, ond the scoies 
Of catei])iiiai bawds and chores, 

Dischaige all damages and costs 
Of knights and squiies of the post, 

All statesmen, cutpuises, and piddeis 
And pi's foi all then lOpes vincl laddei&, 

All prittifuggei^, and all soit '5 
Of meicats, chuiches and of couits, 

All sums of money paid or s})ent, 

"With all the chaiges incident, 

Paid out, 01 thiown avay oi given 
To puicliase tins troild, hell oi heaA en 
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Should once the woild resolve t’ abolish 
All that’s iidiculous, and loolish, 

It would have nothing left to do, 

T’ apply in jest oi earnest to, 

No business of impoitaiice, play, 

Or state, to pass its time away 

The woild would be moie just, if tiuth and lies, 
And light and viong, did beai an equal pi ice, 
But since impostuies aie so highly laised. 

And faith and justice equally debased, 

Bew men ha\e tempeis toi such paltiy gams, 

T’ undo themselves with diudgeiy and pains 

The sottish woild without distinction looks 
On all that passes on th’ account of books , 

And, when there aie two scholais that within 
The species only haidly are a-kin 
The woild will pass foi men of equal knowledge, 
If equally they’ve loiteied in a college 

Critics aie like a kind of flies, that breed 
In wildflg-tiees, and, when they’ie grown up, feed 
Upon the law fiuit of the noblei kind, 

And, by their nibbling on the outwaid iind, 
Open the poies, and make way foi the sun 
To iipen it soonei than he would have done 

As all fanatics pi each, so all men wiite 
Out of the strength of gilts and mwaid light. 

In spite of artp as horses thoiough paced 
Were nevei taught, and theiefoie go more fast 

Ih all mistakes the stiict and legulai 
Are found to be the despeiat’st waj^s to err, " 
And woist to be avoided, as a wound 
Is said to be the hardei cuied, that’s lound, 
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Foi eiioi and mistake, the less tkey appeal, 

In th’ end aie found to be the dangeiousei , 

As no man minds those clocks, that use do go 
Appaiently too over-last, oi slow 

The truest chaiacteis of ignoiance 
Aie vanity, and piide, and aiiogance. 

As blind men use to bear rheii noses highei, 
Thanrhose that have then eyes and sight entiie 

The metaphysic’s but a puppet motion 
That goes with sciews, the notion of a notion, 

The copy of a copy, and lame di ^ugilt 
Unnatuially taken from a thought, 

That counteifeits all pantomimic tiickb, 

And turns the eyes like an old ciucihx, 

That countei changes whatsoe’ei it calls 
B’ another name, and makes it tiue oi false , 
Turns tiuth to falsehood, fakeliood into tiuth 
By viitue of the Babylonians tooth 

’Tis not the ait of schools to understand, 

But make things haid, instead of bhng explained , 
And therefoie those aie commonly the learn’dest, 
That only study between jest and earnest. 

For when the end of learning’s to puisne, 

And tiace the subtle steps oi false and xiue. 

They ne’ei consider how they’ie to apply. 

But only listen to the noise and cry, 

And are so much delighted with the chase, 

They never mind the taking ot tbeii pieys 

More pioselytes and convex t& use t’acciue 
To false pei suasions, than the light and uue, 
For eiroi and mistake aie infinite, 

But tiuth has hut one way to he i’ th’ iighx, 

As numheis may t infimty be grown, 

But nevei be reduced to less than one 
III nUTLIlB 11 
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All wit and fancy, like a diamond, 

The moie exact and cuiious tis giound, 

Ib foiced foi eveiy caiat to abate 
As much in yalue, as it wants in weight 

The gieat St Lewis, king of France, 

Fightmg against Mahometans, 

In Egypt, in the holy wai, 

Was louted and made pi isonei , 

The Sultan then, into whose hands 

He and his aimy fell, demands 

A thousand weight of gold, to fiee 

And set them all at libeity 

The king pays down one half o’ th’ nail 

And foi the othei offeis bail 

The pyx, and in’t the euchaiist, 

The body of om Savioui Chiist 
The Turk consideied, and allowed 
The king’s secuiity foi good 
Such Cl edit had the Chiistian zeal, 

In those days, with an Inhdel, 

That will not jiaso foi two pence now 
Among themseHes, ’tis grown so low 

Those, that go up hill, use to bow 
Their bodies foiwaid, and stoop low, 

To poise themsebes, and sometimes creep, 
When th’ way is difficult and steep 
So those at oouit that do addiess 
By low, Ignoble offices, 

Can stoop tc^ any thing that’s base, 

To wiiggle into trust and giace, 

Are like to use to gieatness sooner 
Than those that go by worth and honour 

All acts of grace, and pardon and oblivion, 
Aie meant of sei vices, that are foi given. 

And not of ciimes delinquents have committed. 
And lathei been lewarded, than acquitted 
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Lioiss aie kings of beasts^ and yet tbeu povrei 
Is not to lule and govern, but devoiu 
Suck sa\age kings all t>iant& aie, and they 
No bettei tkan meie beasts, tkat do obey 

Nothing’s moie dull and negligent 
Tkan an old lazy go'^einment, 

Tkat kno-M^s no mteiest of state, 

But suck as sei'ves a piesent stiait, 

And to patek up, oi skiit, -will close, 

Or bleak alike, vitk fi lends oi loes, 

Tkat iiiiiEi bekindkand, and kas spent 
Its Cl edit to tke last extent , 

And tke kist time ’tis at a loss, 

Has not one bine fiiend, nor one cioss 

The devil vras tke krst o’ tk’ name 
Fiom v^kom tke race of lekels came, 

Wko was tke fiist bold undeitakei 
Of beaiing aims against kis Makei , 

And tkougk miscairying in tk’ event, 

Was ne'^ei yet known to lepent, 

Tkougk tumbled fiom tke top of bliss 
Down to tke bottomless ab^^ss, 

A pi Opel ty, wkick fiiom tkeir piince 
Tke family owns evei smee, 

And tkeiefoie ne’ei lepent tke evil 
Tkey do, oi suffei, like tke devil 

The woist of rekels nevei aim 
To do tkeii king oi conntiy kaifn. 

But diaw tkeir swoids to do tkem good 
As doctois cuie by lettmg blood 

No seared conscience is so fell, 

As tkat, whick kas been burned witk zeal, 
Foi Christian chanty’s as well 
A gieat impediment to zeal, 

11—2 
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As zeal a pestilent disease 
To cinistian. chanty and peace 

As tlmstles -weai the softest down. 

To hide then piickles till they’ie gro^vn^ 
And then deelaie themselves, and teai 
Whatevei ven tines bo come neai 
So a smooth knave does gieatei feats 
Than one that idly lails and thieats, 

And all the mischief, that he meant, 
Does like a lattlesnake pi event 

Man is snpieme lord and mastei 
Of his own imn and disasiei, 

Conti ols his fate, but nothing less 
In 01 deling his own happiness, 

Eoi all his cue and pi evidence 
Is too, too feeble a defence, 

To rendei it secure and certain 
Against the injuiies of foitune, 

And ofb, m spite of all his wit, 

Is lost with one unlucky hit, 

And lumed with a ciicumstance, 

And mere punctilio of chance 

Dame Fortune, some men’s tutelar, 

Takes chaige of them without their caie, 
Does all then drudgery and work, 

Like fames, for them in the dark, 
Conducts them blindfold, and ad’vances 
The natu>als by blindei chances 
While others by deseit oi wit, 

Could never make the matter hit, 

But still the better they deserve, 

Aie but the abler thought to starve 


* This, and the followinj? passage, may he presumed to convey a 
direct rcfeienoe to Butler b own case, and his neglect by the Court 
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Gee^t ^7its lia^ve only been piefeiied. 

In pimces’ tiams to be inteiied, 

And, Trben they cost them nothing, pi iced 
Among then tolloweis not the iast^ 

But, -while they lived, v^eie far enough 
Biom all admittances kept ofi 

As gold tint’s pi oof against th’ assay, 
Upon the touchstone weais away. 

And having stood the gieatei test, 

Is o^ermasteied by the least 
So some men, having stood the hats 
And spiteful ciuelty of fate, 

Tianspoited vith a false cness 
Of unacquainted happinesb, 

Lost to humanity and sense, 

Have fallen as low as insolence 

Innocence is a defence 
Bor nothing else but patience, 

’Twill not beai out the blows of fate, 

Hor fence against the tucks of state, 

Hoi fiom th’ oppiession of -Dhe laws 
Protect the plain’st and justest cause 
Hor keep unspotted a good name 
Against the obloquies of fame, 

Peeble as patience, and as soon 
By being blown upon undone 
As beasts aie hunted foi then fius, 

Men foi then vntues faie the woise 

Who doth not know -with what fieice rage 
Opinions, tiue oi false, engage? 

And, ’cause they govern aU mankind, 

Like the blind’s leading of the blind, 

All claim an equal inteiest, 

And free dominion o’ei the lest , 
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And, as one shield, that fell fiom heaven, 

Was counteileited by eleven, 

The bettei to secure the fate 
And lasting empiie of a state, ^ 

The false aie mimeious, and the true, 

That only have the light, but few 
Hence fools, that undei stand them least, 

Are still the fieicest m contest, 

XJnsight, unseen, espouse a side 
At iindom, like a piince’s biide^ 

To damn then souls, and swear and he for, 

And at a venture live and die foi 

Opinion governs all mankind, 

Like the blind’s leading of the blind, t 
Foi he, that has no eyes in ’s head, 

Must be b’ a dog glad to be led , 

And no beasts have so little in ’em 
As that inhuman biute, opinion 
’Tis an infectious pestilence. 

The tokens upon wit and sense, 

That vith a venemous contagion 
Invades the sick imagination , 

And, when it seizes any pait. 

It stiikes the poison to the heait 
This men out of one another catch 
By contact, as the humours match , 

And nothing’s so peiver^e m natuie, 

As a piofound opimator 

Authoeity intoxicates. 

And makes mere sots of magistiates, 

The fumes of it invade the biain, 

And make men giddy, proud, and vain, 

* Numa’s shield, which was said toha’ve fallen from heaven, and 
upon the preservation of which the security of Home depended 
Eleven exact counterparts ,vere made ot it foi secmity 
t Ilepcated from the last passage 
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By tills tlie fool commands tlie 'wise, 

The noLle Tvith the base complies. 

The sot assumes the luie of wit. 

And cowaids make the base submit 

A Godly man, that has seived out his time 
In holiness may set up any ciime, 

As scholais, when tbcy’-ve taken then degiees, 
May set up any faculty they please 

Why should noT3 piety be made, 

As well as equity, a tiade, 

And men get money by devotion, 

As well as making of a motion, 

B’ allowed to piaj upon conditions 
As well as siutois in petitions, 

And in a congiegation pi ay 
No less than chanceiy ioi x>ay'^ 

A teacher’s doctime, and his piooi 
Is all his piovince, and enough, 

But IS no moie concerned m use, 

Than shoemakeis to wear all shoes 

The sob’iest saints aie more stiff-neckM, 

Than th’ hottest-headed of the wicked 

Hypocrisy wiU seive as well 
To propagate a chuich, as zeil. 

As peisecution md pi emotion 

Do equally advance demotion 

So round white stones will serve, they say, 

As well as eggs, to make Lens lay 

The gieatest samts and sinneis have been made 
Of proselytes of one anotbei’s trade 

Yocr wise and cautious consciences 
Aie free to take what couise they please , 
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Have plenary indulgence to dispose, 

At pleasure, of the stiictest vows, 

And challenge heaven, they made ’em to, 

To vouch and witness what they do , 

And when they piove aveise and loth, 

Yet foi convenience take an oath , 

IS'ot only can dispense, but make it 
A gieatei sm to keep, than take it, 

Can bind and loose all soits of sin, 

And only keeps the keys within, 

Has no suticiioi to contiol, 

But what itself sets o’er the soul, 

And when it is enjoined t’ obey. 

Is but conliaed, and keeps the key. 

Can walk invisible, and wheie. 

And when, and how it will appeal , 

Can turn itself into disguises 
Of all soits, foi all soits of -vices, 

Can transubstantiate, metamorphose, 

And chaim whole heids of beasts, like Orpheus, 
Make woods and tenements, and lands. 

Obey and follow its commands, 

And settle on a new freehold. 

As Maicly-hill removed of old,”^ 

Make mountains move with gi eater foice 
Than faith, to new piopiietois, 

And peijures, to secuie th’ enjoyments 
Of public chai ges and employments 
For tiue and faithful, good and just, 

Are but piepaiatives to trust, 

The gilt and ornament of things, 

And not their movements, wheels, and springs 

All love at first, hke geneious wine. 

Ferments and fiets, until ’tis fine. 


* See vol H p i66f note f 
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But wlieii ’tis settled on the lee, 

And fiom tli’ impuiei mattei liee, 

Becomes the iicliei still, the oldei, 

And proves the pleasantei the coldei 

The motions of the earth oi smi, 

The Loid knovs which, that turn oi lun, 

Are both performed by fits and stilts^ 

And so aie those of lo\eis’ heaits. 

Which, though they keep no even pice. 

Move true and constant to one place 

Love is too gieat a happiness 
Eoi wi etched moitals to possess^ 

For could it hold inviolate 
Against those cruelties of fate, 

Which all felicitxes btlow 
By iigid lavs aie subject to, 

It would become a bliss too high, 

Foi peiishing moitality, 

Tianslate to eaith the joys above, 

Foi nothing goes to heaven but love 

All wild, but generous cieatuies live, of comse, 
As if they had agreed foi bettei oi woise 
The lion s constant to his only miss, 

And nevei leai e«! his faithful lioness, 

And she as chaste and tine to him again, 

As Yiituous ladies nse to be to men , 

The docile and ingenuous elephant 
T’ his own and only female is gallant, 

A nd she as true and constant to his bed, 

That fiist enjoyed her single maidenhead 
But paltiy rams, and bulls, and goats, and boais, 
Aie novel satisfied with new amouis, 

As all poltiouns with us delight to lange, 

And, though but foi the worbt of all, to change 
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The souls of women aie so smill, 

That some believe tlieyVe none at all^ 

Oi if they hare, like ciipples, still 
They’ve but one faculty, the will, 

The othei two aie quite laid by 
To make up one gieat tyiaimy, 

And though then passions have most powei, 
They aie, like Tuiks, but slaves the moie 
To th’ absolute will, that v ith a L} eath 
Has ^oveieigu powei of life and death, 

And, as its little inteiests move, 

Can turn ’em all to hate oi lo\ e , 

Foi nothing, in a moment turn 
To fi antic love, disdain, and scoin. 

And make that love dcgeneicate 
T’ as gieat extiemity ol hate, 

And hate again, and scorn, and piques. 

To flames, and laptuies, and lovo-tiicks 

All sorts of votaiies, that piofess 
To bind themselves appi entices 
To heaven, abjuie, with solemn vows, 

Not cut and long- tail, but a spouse, 

As th’ woibt of all impediments 
To hmdei then devout intents 

Most virgins many, just as nuns 
The same thing the same way i enounce. 
Before they’ve wit to nndei stand 
The bold attempt they take in hand. 

Or havmg stayed, and lost then tides, 

Aie out of scc^son giown foi biides 

The Cl edit of the maiiiage-bed 
Has been so loosely husbanded, 

Men only deal for leady money, 

And women, separate alimony , 
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And ladies-eiiant foi debanclimg 
Ha^e bettei teims, and eqnil caution^ 

And foi then jonineywoik \nd pirns 
The chai -women cleai gieatei gams 

As wine that with its o^sn weight iims is hestj 
And counted much moie noble than the picssed 
So is that poetiy ^^hose geneious suanis 
Flow without seivik studv, art); oi puns 

SoHE call it fill j, some a muse, 

That, as possessing dt^vils use, 

Haunts, and foisakes a man, by fits, 

And -when he’s m, he’s out of ’s witb 

All wiiteis, though of diffeient fancier, 

Ho make all people in lomances, 

That axe distiesbed and tliscontent, 

Make songs, and sing t’ an instiument, 

And poets by then suifeiing glow, 

As li theie iieie no moie to do, 

To make a poet e^^cellcnt, 

But only want and discontent 

It is not poetiy that makes men pool 
For few do write, that weie not so befoie. 

And those that have wait best, had they been nch, 
Had ne ei been clapped with a poetic itch , 

Had loved then ease too w ell to take the pains 
To undeigo that diudgeiy ot biams. 

But bemg for all othei ti ides unfit, 

Only t’ avoid bemg idle, set up \Xit 

They that do wiite m authois’ piaises, 

And tieely give then fiiendb then toices, 

Aie not confined to what is tiue, 

That’s not to gi\e, but pay a due 
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Foi piaise, that’s clue, does give no moie 
To 'woitli, than what it had beioie. 

But to commend without desert 
Beqiuies a masteij of ait, 

That sets a gloss on what’s amiss, 

And wiites what should he, not what is 


In' foieign uimeisities. 

When a kings hoin, oi weds, oi dies, 

Stiaight othei studies aie laid hy, 

And all apply to poeti}' , 

Some write in Hebrew, some in Gieek, 

And some, moie wise, in Aiabic, 

T’ avoid the ciitic, and th’ expense 
Of difficultei wit and sense , 

And seem moie leainedish than those, 

That at a greater charge compose 
The doctois lead, the students follow, 

Some call him Mars, and some Apollo, 

Some Jupiter, and gi've him th’ odds, 

On e-ven terms, of all the gods, 

Then Caesar he’s nicknamed, — as duly as 
He that in Home was christened Julius, 

And was addiesscd to by a crow, 

As pertinently long ago, — 

And with more heroes’ names is styled. 

Than saints’ are clubbed t’ an Austrian child, 
And as wit goes by colleges, 

As well as standing and degrees, 

He still writes better than the rest, 

That’s of the house that’s counted best 

Bar greater numbers have been lost by hopes. 
Than all the magazines of daggers, ropes. 

And other ammunitions of despair 
Were ever able to despatch by feai 



MISCELL iNEOL S THOUGHTS 


173 


Thehe’s nothing oui fehcities endtiis, 

Like that ^•vhlch falls among oui doubts and 
And m the misei ablest of distiess 
Im2')iovcs attempts as despeiate with success 
Success that owns and justifies all quaiieh. 

And vindicates Jeseits ot hemp with lain els , 

Oi, but miscariying in the bold attempt, 

Turns wieaths of lauiel back again to hemp 

The people ha\ e as much a neg’tive voice 
To hindei making war v ithout then choice. 

As kingfc. of making laws m paihament, 

No money is as good as No assent 

When piinces idly lead about, 

Those ot their paity follow smte, 

Till other tiump upon then play. 

And turn the caids anothei wa}% 

What makes all subjects discontent 
Against a prince’s government, 

And piinees take as gieat offence 
At subjects’ disobedience, 

That neither th’ other can abide, 

But too much reason on each side'? 

Authokity is a disease and cuie, 

Which men can neithei want, nor well endure 

Dame Justice puts hei swoid into the scales. 
With which she’s said to weigh outtiue and fake, 
With no design, hut, like the antique Gaul,"" 

To get moie money fiom the caj)itol 

* Brenims the commander of the Ganls, who threw his sword mto 
the scales, when the Homans ere weighiiij? the gold which tbcv agiccd 
to pay on condition that the Gauls would rai^e the siege, and e’lacuate 
the Roman territories 
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All thatj wliicli law and equity miscalls 
By til’ empty idle names of tine and false, 

Is nothing else but maggots blown between 
False witnesses, and falser jurymen 
iN’o conit allows those paitial inteilopeis 
Of law and equity, two single paupers, 

T’ encountei hand to hand at bais, and ti ounce 
Each otiiei gi atis in a suit at once 
Foi one at one time, and upon fiee cost, is 
Enough to play the knave and fool with justice, 
And when the one side bimgeth custom m. 

And til otliei lays out half the leckoning, 

The devil himself will latliei choose to play 
At paltiy small game than sit out, they say. 

But, when at all theie’s nothing to be got, 

The old wife, law and justice, will not tiot 

The law, that makes moie knaves than e’ei it hung, 
Little considers light oi wiong, 

But like authoiity’s soon satisfied 
When ’tis to judge on its own side 

The law can take a puise in open court. 

Whilst it condemns a less delinquent foi’t 

Who c?n deserve, foi b] eaking of the laws, 

A greater penance than an honest caused 

All those that do but lob and steal enough, 

Aie punishment and couit of justice pi oof, 

And need not fe^i, nor be concerned a stiaw 
In all the idle bugbeais of the law, 

But confidently lob the gallows too. 

As well as othei sufifereis of then due 

Old laws have not been suffeied to be pointed, 

To leave the sense at large the moie disjointed, 
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And fnrmbL. la^^eis witli the gieatei ease. 
To turn and wind them any way they please 
The statute-laws then sciiptnie and repoiiis 
The ancient leveiend latheis of then coiuts, 
Hecoids then geneial councils, and decisions 
Of judges on the bench thou sole tiaditions, 
Poi winch, like citholics they’ve gieatei awe, 
As tK aibitraiy and unwiitten kw. 

And strive pcipetually to make the standard 
Of light between the tenant and the landioid 
And when two cases at a tiial meet 
That like indentmes, jump exactly fit. 

And all the points, like checqnei -tallies suit. 
The couit diiects th’ obstmat’st dispute , 
Theie’s no decoiim used of time, noi place, 
Koi quality, nor poison m the case 

A of quick and active wit 
For diudgeiy is moie unfit, 

Compared to those of duller parts, 

Than running-nags to draw in caits 

Too much, or too little wit 
Does only lendei th’ owners fit 
For nothing, but to be undone 
Much easier than if tiiey ’ad none 

As those that aie stark blmd can tiace 
The neaiest way fiom place to jdace, 

And find the light way easier out 
Than those that hood- winked ti^ to do t : 

So tricks of state aie managed best 
By those that are suspected least, 

And gieatei finesse brought about 
By engines most unlike to do t 

All the politics of the gieat 
Aie like the cunning of a cheat 
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That lets his false dice fieelj run. 

And tiubts them to themselves alone, 

But nevei lets a tiue one stii, 

Without some fingeimg tuck or slur, 

And, vdien the gainesteis doubt his plaj, 

Coni' eys his false dice safe away, 

And leaves the tine ones in the luich, 

T’ enduie the toituie of the seaich 

What else does histoiy use to tell us, 

But tales of subjects being lebellious, 

The vain peifidiousness of loids, 

And fatal bieath of piinces’ voids, 

The sottish piide and insolence 
Of statesmen, and their -want of sense, 

Their tieacheiy, that undoes of custom 
Their ownselves fust, next those w^ho tiust ’em^ 

Because a feeble limb’s caiessed, 

And moie indulged than all the lest. 

So fiail and tender consciences 
Are humouied to do what they please, 

When that, which goes for weak and feeble, 

Is found the most incoiiigible, 

To outdo all the fiends in hell 
Whth lapine, muidei, blood, and zeal 

As, at the appioach of wintei, all 
The leaves of gieat tiees use to fall, 

And iea\e them naked to engage 
With stoims and tempests when they lage. 
While humblei plants aie found to wear 
Then fiesh green liveiies all the year 
So, when the glorious season’s gone 
With gieat men, and haid times come on, 

The gieat’st calamities oppiess 
The greatest stdl, and spaie the less 
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As ’^Iien a gieedy laven sees 
A slieep entangled bj tlie deece, 

Witii lia&ty cruelty be flies 
T’ attack him, and pick out his eyes 
So do those vultaies use, that keep 
Pool prisoneis fast like silly sheep, 

As gieedily to piey on all 
That in then i a venous clutches fall 
Eoi thoias and hi ambles that came in 
To Willi upon the cuise of sin, 

And weie no pait o’ th’ flist creation, 

But for revenge a new plantation 
Aie yet the htt’st mateiials 
T’ enclose the eaith ivith hving walls 
So jailois, that aie most accursed, 

Are found most ht m being woist. 

There needs no other chaitn, noi conjuiei. 

To laise inieinal spirits up, but fear , 

That makes men pull rheii horns in, like a snail, 
That’s both a prisoner to itself, and jail, 

Draws moie fantastic shapes, than in the giams 
Of knotted wood, in some men’s ciazy biams, 
When all the cocks, they think they see, and bulls 
Aie only in the inside of then skulls 

The Homan Mufti with his triple crown 
Does both the earth, and hell, and heaven own 
Beside th’ imagmaiy teiiitoiy 
He lays a uitle to m Purgatory, 

Declares himself an absolute fi^e piince 
In his dominions, only over sms, 

But as foi heaven, since it lies so far 
Above him, is but only titular, 

And, like his cross-keys’ badge upon a tavern, 
Has nothing there to tempi}, command, or go vein, 
Yet, when he comes to take account, and share 
The profit of his prostituted waie, 

III BUTIEB 
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He finds liis gains inciease by sm and women, 
Above bis richest titular dominion 

A JUBILEE IS but a spiiitual fair, 

T’ expose to sale all sorts of impious waie, 

In which his Holiness buys nothing in 
To stock his magazines, but deadly sm. 

And deals in extraordinary ciimes, 

That aie not vendible at other times. 

For dealing both foi Judas and th’ High-Piicst, 
He makes a plentifuller trade of Chiist 

That spiiitual pattern of the Chuich, the Ark, 
In which the ancient woild did once embaik, 
Had ne’er a helm in’t to direct its way, 
Although bound thiough an univeisal sea, 
When all the modern Chuich of Rome’s concern 
Is nothmg else, but in the helm and stern 

IiT the Church of Rome to go to shiift 
Is but to put the soul on a clean shift 

Ah ass will with his long ears ft ay 
The files, that tickle him, away. 

But man delights to have his ears 
Blown maggots in by fiatteieis 

All wit does but diveit men fiom the load 
In which things vulgaily are understood. 

And force mfbtake and ignoiance to own 
A better sense than commonly is known 

In little trades more cheats and lying 
Are used in selhng, than in buying. 

But in the gieat unjuster dealing, 

Is used in buymg, than in selling 
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All smatteieis aie moie busk and peife 
Tlian those that nndei stand an ait ^ 

As little spaikles shine moic biight 
Than glo\ying coals, that gi\ e them light 

LalW does not put the least lesxiamt 
Upon oui lieedom, but maintain ’t, 

Oi if it doe«, ’tis foi oin good, 

To gi\e ns fieei latitude. 

For wholesome laws pieseive ns fice 
By stintmg of oin libeity 

The woild has long endeavonied to i educe 
Those things to piactice, that aie of no Ube, 

And strnes to piacxise things of speculation, 
And bung the piactical to contemplation, 

And by that eiioi lendeis both m \ iin 
By foicing Nairn e’s course against the giam 

In all the woild theie is no \ice 
Less prone t* excess than aval ice 
It neithei caies for food noi clothing, 

Natuie’s content with httle, that Tvith nothing 

In Borne no temple was so low 
As that of Honour, built to show 
How humble honom ought to be, 

Though theie ’tv as all authority 

It is a harder thing for men to rate 
Then own paits at an equal esumate, 

Than cast up fi actions in the account of heaven, 
Of time and motion, and adjust them even 
For modest poisons never had a tine 
Paiticulai of ah that is then due 

Some people’s foi tunes, like a weft oi stiay, 

Aie only gamed by losing of their way 

12—2 
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As lie that makes Ins maik is imdei stood 
To wiite Ills name, and ’tis in law as good 
So lie^ that cannot wiite one woid of sense, 
Believes he has as legal a pietence 
To sciibble \\hat he does not undei stand, 

As idiots have a title to then land 

Were Tully now alive, he’d be to seek 
In all onr Latin teims of ait, and G-ieek, 
Would nevei iindei stand one woid of sense, 
The most iiiefiagable schoolman means 
As if the Schools designed then teinis of art, 
hlot to advance a science, but divert. 

As Hocus Pocus conjures to amuse 
The labble fiom obseiving what he does 

As ’tis a greater mysteiy in the ait 
Of painting to foieshoiten any part, 

Than diaw it out , so ’tis in books the chief 
Of all peifections to be plain and biief 

The man that for hi^ profit’s bought t’ obey, 
Is only lined, on liking, to betray, 

And, when he s bid a libeiallei puce, 

Will not be sluggish in the work, nor nice 

Opiniaters natuiaily difiei 
From othei men, as wooden legs aie stifiei 
Than those of pliant joints, to yield and bow. 
Which way^oever they’ie designed to go 

— Havigatioh, that withstood 
The moital fuiy of the Flood, 

And proved the only means to save 
All earthly cieatuies from the wave, 

Has, toi it, taught the sea and wind 
To lay a tiibute on mankind, 
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That, by degiees, lias s\rallowefI moie, 

Tliaii ail it dio^med at once befoie 

The pi nice of Syiacii'=!e, whose destined fate 
It was to keep a school, and inle a state, 
Found tint Ills sceptie nevei m is so awed. 

As when it was tianshted to a lod, 

And that his subjects ne\er weie s’ obedient, 
As when he was inaugurated pedant 
For to instinct is gieatei than to lule, 

And no command’s s’ impel ions as % school 


As he, wdiose destiny does piove 
To dangle m the \n abo\ e, 

Does lose lii'> life foi want of an, 

That only fell to he his shaie 
So he, whom fate at once designed 
To plenty and a wi etched mind, 

Is but condemned t’ a iicli distiess, 

And stall es with niggaidly excess 

The TJnivexsal medicine’s a tuck, 

That natuie nevei meant to cuie the sick. 

Unless by detth, the singulai leccipt, 

To loot out all diseases bj the gieat, 

Foi uni vei sals deal in no one j)ait 
Of ISTatuie, noi paiticuHis of ait 
And, tlieiefoi^e, tint Fiench quack that set up 
Called his leceipt a geneitl specific, [plijsic, 
Foi though in moital poisons eieiv one 
Is moital tmiiei sally tlone, 

Yet natme nevei mide an mtidote 
To cuie ’em all, as easy as they’ie got, 

Much less, among so manv a in at ions 
Of diffeient miladies and complications, 

Make all the contiaiicties in nit me 
Submit themseh es t’ an equal modeiatoi 
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A cohvert’s but a flj, tint tains about 
Aftei bis bead’s cut off to bnd it oat 


— All mankind is a rabble, 

As sillj and unieasonable 

As those that, crowding in tbe street, 

To see a sbow oi nion&tei meet, 

Of whom no one is in tbe iiglit, 

Yet all fall out about tbe sight, 

And when they chance t’ agiee tbe choice is 
Still in tbe most and woi st of \ ices , 

And all tbe leasons that pie^ail 
Are measured, not by weight, but tale 


As in all gieat and ciowded fans 
Monsters and puppet-shows aie wares, 

Which in the less will not go off, 

Because they have not money enough 
So men in princes’ courts will pass. 

That will not in anothei place 

Logician's used to clap a pioposition, 

As justices do criminals, in piison, 

And in as learned authentic nonsense wiit 
The names of all then moods and hgiu es fit , 

Foi a logician’s one that has been bioke 
To ride and pace his reason by the book, 

And by their lules, and precepts, and examples, 
To put his wits into a kind of tiammels 

Those get the least that take the greatest pains, 
But most of all i’ tli’ diudgery of the biams, 

A natuial sign of weakness, as an ant 
Is more laboiious than an elephant, 

And children are moie busy at then play, 

Than those that wiseliest piss then time away 



MISCELL ^lJN-EOUS THOUGHTS 


183 


All til inventions tliat tlie woilcl contains, 

Weie not by leason fiist found out, but biams, 
Eut pass foi tbens vbo bad tbe luck to light 
Upon them by mistake, oi 01 ei sight 

Uo Jesuit e’ei took in band 
To plant a Cbuich in baiien land, 

Kor evei thought it woith the while 

A Swede 01 Euss to leconcile 

Foi wbeie theie is no stoie of wealth, 

Souls aie not w^oith tbe chaige of health 
Spam, m America, had two dcbigns, 

To sell then Gospel foi then mines 
For bad the 21 exicans been pooi, 

Uo Spaniard t-wice had landed on then shoie 
’Twas gold tbe Catholic leligion planted, 

Which, had they wantied gold, they still bad wanted 


* This fragment was communicated to 4.ubrt,v by Lutler himself 
Mr Ihyer does not inisert them in the Pamim because they had been 
printed before but he testites to their genuineness having ioundtlieu 
in the MS volume which Butler u&td au a sort of ‘poetical The- 
saurus 
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PVOE 47, LI^E Ip 

^HAT liad the gieatest oiator 
-A Of all the G-ieeks, who heietofore 
Did hll his mouth with peLble stones, 
To leain the hotter to pronounce, 

But known his hardei ihetoiic, 

He would have used no other tuck 


* These very cunous liagments nre deiivcd fiom the edition of the 
published in In 'iddition to the interest which tv ould 

attach to such pasi,aget, under ordiniiy ciicumstances, they possess a 
special value m refeience to Butler, whose system of composition, and 
modes of thought the> illustiate in a i email able wa> , enabling the 
reader to trace particulai idcxs from the foimt, m which thej fir®t 
presented themsthes to the poets mmd to the "In pes in which he 
ultimately left them, to follow the piocess of leflection which enlarged, 
or cm tailed the ongmal image, and to asceitam, as fir as thcae 
instances e's.tend, not only how much of the rough mateiial he 
retained, but (which is haidly of lest, impoitance) how much of it he 
rejected ‘ Finding saj s the Editoi to whose judieious zeal we are 
indebted foi the pic&ervation of these lelics, ‘in Butlers, manu- 
sc ipts the ongmal of manj of his ideas,, afteinards transferred into 
JSudiJbias^ as well as difleient \ers,ions of, ind idditions to, seTeial 
passages, and vanous thoughts illustiatne of that poem, and con- 
sidering, that to trace the thoughts of a man of geniu fiom their first 
dawning to then development — to obseive the quantity of acquiied 
power which they possess — is equally agreeable as an amusement and 
instruction as showing the woikmg of the mtelkctual ficultv I have 
made a selection of such passages as in this view I thought most 
interesting ’ 

The above references at the head of the fragments are to the coirc- 
spondmg passages in the present edition 
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PVGE I7P, LI^E I 

He tliouglit it now the fittest momem;. 

The lady’s amoious pangs to foment. 

The hopeful! est ciitical occasion 
To pass upon hei with his pa&sion, 

The likeliest jilanetaiy ciisis 
Foi stiatigems and loie sui puses 
Who evei was a homeliei lovet 
Than Heicules, th heioic diovei 
Yet, w^hen he wooed at quntei&taiF, 

What lady’s puitenance was safe^ 

For sympathetic blows as w ell, 

No doubt, may wound, as powdei heal 

Pice zoz Line i 

To fight foi tiutli is but the sole dominion 
Of eaeiy idiot’s Immoui oi opinion, 

And what it fancies tiuth maintains. 

By ventuimg t’ haidest blows its biains 
And he, whose noddle is most tough, 
Demonstiates wuth the cleaiest pi oof 

Page zoz , Ll^E 5 

What soit of creatuie summtim hoaiim was 
Philosopheis desciibe so like an ass, 

If virtue weie an aminal deteimme, 

Or vice but insects, and impel feet veimm 

P4.GE zo3» Ur\E 15 ^ 

Foi wuse and cautious consciences 
Aie fiee to take what couise they please, 

And plenaiy indulgence to dispose 
At pleasuie oi the stiictest %ows, 

* This IS the reference guen in the edition of 1825 but it is clearly 
a mistake, the subject ha-viug rcfuience to the discu-^Mon ivliiuh begins 
atl 33 Some of the li ic'j iMll be found m ol 11 p 1 ii The 
whole passage, nith some blight \ an incei is, gi\eii al>o amongst the 
‘ ^Iifecellaneoub Thoughts It ib here repeated in the foim intended 
foi insertion in Budihrot) 
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And cli‘\llen3e heaven, they made ’em to, 

To vonch and witness what they do , 

And when they piove a\eise and loth, 

Yet foi conscience take an oath , 
i^ot only can dispense, but make it 
A gi eater sin to keep, than take it, 

Can bind t*>nd loose all soits ol sin, 

And only keeps the keys within , 

EEas no supeiioi to contiol, 

But what itself sets o’er the soul, 

And, when it is enjoined to obey. 

Is but confined, and keeps the key. 

Can walk invisible, and wlieie, 

And when, and how it will appeal , 

Can tiun itself into disguises 
Of all soits, foi all soits of vices, 

Can tiansubstantiate, metamoijihoso, 

And chaini whole heids of beasts, like Oipheus, 
Make woods, and tenements, and lands 
Obey and follow its commands. 

And settle on a new freehold, 

As Marcly Hill, removed of old, 

Make mountains move, with gieatei foice 
Than faith, to new piopiietois, 

And jieijuie, to secuie th’ enjoyments 
Of pubhc chaiges and employments, 

Boi tine and faithful, good and just, 

Aie but pieparatives to tiust, 

The gilt and ornament of things, 

And not their movements, wheels, and springs, 
Foi a laige conscience is all one. 

And signifies the same with none 

Page Li]se i7 

Fanatics hold the sciiptuie does not bai 
The beaiing of false witness for 
A spuitual neighboui, but against, 

For only that s foibid the saints. 
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When some among them have had calls 
To sweai foi hiethien, tiue oi false, 
They have been hied np by the saints 
To fewcai without the least lestiamis, 
Which, when it does not leach to blo(xl, 
Weighs nothing \/ith the biotheihood 

Page so 8 , Line 2,9 

God does not put those suict lestiamts 
Upon hib fa-vouiites the saints, 

As on Ins sla-ves, the lepiobates, 

The diiidges He ahhois and hates, 

ISToi does He look foi that attendance 
Fiom pi lay chambei independents, 

As horn the piesbytciian lout 
That wait like sentinels without 


YOL IT 

P 4 .GE 19 , Line i 

Whether the ganzas, or a scaiab, 

Oi Mahomet s hoise, by biith an Aiab, 

Did bear him up, 01 li he flew 
With bladders of atti acted dew. 

Since authois mention to the moon 
Men only those foiu ways have gone 

* The flight to the moon bv the aid of ganzas, or is 

described in the loyages and Advent U 7 e<i 07 Domti go Gon,.alet> to the 
World qf the Moon^'b^ Bishop GodiMn Ihese buds are supposed to 
have been m the habi^ 01 making an annu^ migiation to the moon, 
and Gonzales, ha-ving trained a gieat nnmbei of them to carry him bv 
means of a wooden trame fastened lound their ncCKs, is> comejed to 
his destination in that manner Another -voj ige is described in Ic 5 
I oyages do Milo? d Cctov, by Mane Anne de Boumier, in w Inch the hero 
is metamorphosed into a fly, xnd conducted by a iritndlv genius* Ihe 
mode of sailing tlnough the air on bladdeis is adopted by Cirano 
Bergerac in his Hutoiie Comique dei> Etai ct Empiie de la Zune lie 
fills several ves&els with dew whieh the *»un attiaets and i uses him to 
a \ ast height tow aids that luminaiy , when, iiuding that he is going 
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P4.GE 3^, Line 8 * 

A& Campanella, when he wiit, 

Stiived to look like his leadei’s wit, 

So Sidrophel still stiived to look 
As wise as those to whom he spoke, 

And oft would shake his pensive head, 

To stii his wit up, when ’twas dead, 

As cleiks -cheii ink bottles do shake, 

To make it shine moie blight and black 

Page 16 , Line i7 

With cow-itch meazled like a sisei, 

And smutched i th’ nose Avith Griiinea pejipei, 
With dunk and dewtiy cast in tiances. 

And all the mad’st extiavagances, 

Dismounted into sloughs and ditches 
By fiends and spiiits, laised by witches, 

And conjiued into laving fits, 

Like one that’s outed of his wits 

Pace 77, Line i 

Employs me out upon peipetual jobs 
01 gim Clacks and iantastic jignnbobs, 

Oi giindmg glasses in a punctual minute 
Foi mysteiies, Nvhich they believe aie in it. 

That keep me in insuffeiable feais, 

And evei lasting danger of my eais. 

When guiltlessci delinquents ha've been scoui ged. 
And hemp, in docks, on wooden anvils foiged 


to the suxL instead of the moon, he hieaks sovcial of the \cssels, and 
his own weight then pieponderating oi ei the attracting influence, he 
descends and alights upon the moon — Note, Ed 18-2^ Ihe hoi&e that 
boie up Mahomet was the milk white beast, Alborak — See \ol 1 
p 53 , note and vol n p 39 note t 

* This leference, taken fiom the edition of 1833, is appaiently 
wrong The place to which the passage seems pioperly to apply 
will be found in vol u p 43 , 1 s 5 
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P4.GE 78, Dine i5 

That thmk then talents most adioit 

Eoi any mystical exploit 

To deal in love, and news, and Nveather, 

And thieves, and matches altogethei 

Page 78, Dine 

The devil had gi anted him a lease 
Oi’s life, foi secieu seivices, 

Which he made o’ei in tmst to me, 

And I, t’ ap2jeai a just tiustee, 

Pound out a flaw m’t, which I knew 
Would make him, when I ^deased, lenew. 

And, therefoie, when the time diew ingh, 

I j)nt his hill in equity. 

And bid -Dhe devil take his couise, 

But he, who knew that med’cine worse 
Than the disease, let fill his suit. 

And fled to hell t’ avoid dispute. 

But }et, conceiving himsell wionged, 

And knowing what t’ his place belonged, 

That, though he would not touch a life, 

Could plague with botches, and a wnfe, 

He sent me that mysteiious fob, 

As he had done beioie to Job , 

And gave th’ ungiateM wnetch commission 
To use me in this sad condition, 

To pay m’ in kind foi ail my sins, 

As whips aie made of hoises’ skins 

Page 85, Dine i3* 

When all his suit is but a mait 
Foi, if he win the lady’s heart, 

Upon the mariiage-day is paid, 

Oi houi of death, the bet he laid, 

And all the lest, of betti oi woise, 

Is but a loser out of pur&e 
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Page 87, Line 23 

Foi love, that is both man and beast, 

Is equally with both possessed. 

And, like a Pjthagoiean soul, 

Puns thiough all soits of fish and fowl, 
Petains a smack of eveiy one 
He shov'S his mighty power upon, 

And whensoe'ei he’s mad and fond, 

Has something of the vagabond , 

And as a P^thagoiean soul, 

Puns thiOugh all silly beasts and fowl 
So, ere he had it, his had done. 

And had a smack of eveiy one 

Page 87, Live 26 

Love’s but the lunning of the fancy, 

A clap of fond extiavagancy. 

That, if it be not stopped in time, 

Breaks out in botches of vile rhyme , 

And when ’tis with love-powder laden, 

And primed and cocked by miss or madam, 
The smallest spaikle of an eye 
Gives file to his aitilleiy 

Page po, Line p 

Hor can diseases, though begot 
By one or bofch, untie the knot, 

For health and sickness being all one, 
Which both engaged befoie to own, 

And aie not with then bodies bound 
To woibhip, only when they’ie sound, 

The worst that falls can be no moie 
Than was piovtded foi before, 

And when both sides have shaied the hurt 
Who ever did it sufieis for’t 
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That like their watche'j wear then faces, 
In delicate enamelled cases, 

And all then sense and w it as rawdiy, 
Except their native talent, hawdiy 

Page pi, Lu«e i 

Ho soonei are they made one flesh, 

And both compounded int’ a mesh, 

But sexes pi ove the ne\t debate, 

And who has light to this, oi that, 

Oi vhethei sla'veiy oi dominion 
Belong to that of men oi women. 

Until the issue has been tiled 
And found most fiequent foi the biide, 
Who can i educe the gieatest bia\e 
To be her utensil and slave, 

To husband takes him duiing life, 

And makes but helpei to his wife 

Page P3, LuhE i 

Your eyes are not two piecious stones 
Hoi twinkling stais, but radiant suns, 
That dazzle those that look upon ye, 
And scorch all other ladies tawny, 

Youi shining haii of the same fleece is 
With that of heavenly Beienice’s, 

Your lips no lubies, but the stam 
Of th’ heavenly di agon’s blood in grain. 
Your teeth not peails, but whitei fai 
Than those of the heavenly dog-star 

Page P7, Line ip 

Eor though the less love costs of pains 
And slaveij/, ’tis the cleaiei gams, 

As wine, the fiiend of love, pioves best 
That lieely luns before ’tis piessed 
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Some loveis are besotted most, 

Wlieie most they find tlicir matters ciossed, 
As otbei beasts aie sbaipei set, 

Tbe less tliey aie allowed to eat 

Page ioi, LI^E i 

Witli ibyme and begging presents piove 
To make i etui ns of lieait and love, 

As Indians, foi glass-beadb and tiinkets, 
Excliange iicli stones, and peails and ingots 
Eoi tbeie’s no mysteiy nor tiade 
But in tbe ait of love is made 

Pi^GE 104, Li^e 14 

As in di earns, tbe bands and feet 
Aic not so vigoious and fleet. 

But, when they engage to stiike or lun, 
They both fall slow, and faintly on 
So did tbe lenegado knight, 

Perfoim bis waking dream of fight 

PVGE 116 , Line ip 

And engmeeis, the best divines, 

And soundest doctiine, diaving lines. 

Or taking foits and sconces in 
The safest way to conquei sin, 

And militaiy discipline 
Bevealed to be by light divine. 

Or men of wai to oveicome 
The flesh and: devil with a dium, 

Else wbat can engines and edged tools 
Pietend to do with saving souls 

Page Line 7 

The Persian Magi, who were biotheis 
To those who got *em on tbeir mothers, 
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And lield unqinlifiecl t’ eu]oy 
That clionity any otliei '«ray, 

<ill submission had given place 
To this unmised and piuei lace. 

So -vve and they became i-tin 
\Yho he both oiu sons and biethien 

P^CE I»7, LI^E 19 

As if they me mi to build upon 
The old design of Babyion, 

Had coined a language toi then stickleis, 
Woise than the ilesopotamian biicklayeis, 
And edified then canting jabbeieis 
Beyond the gibbeiish ot then labouiers 

Pms 1^7, Line 

Foi none but jesuits aie allov^ed here, 

To piopagate the faith ’^ith povdei , 

For tyhat can seiire then pin pose fittei 
To pxove then chuich deiived fiom Peter 

P4.GE Line 

As politic as if one eye 
Upon the othei weie % spy, 

And jealous, as if both his eais 
Had eaves-diopped yhat each other heais, 
And so tiepan the one to tiimk 
The othei blind, both stiove to blink 

Page iST, Ltse 9 

As if the changeling had been tiucked 
In clouts by v itches whom he*sucked 
The magic liom, to turn himself 
To any hguie, like an elt 

P4lGE 137, is 

Who, like a skdiul rhetorician, 

Knew how to oidei his tiansition 
III BUri/EE. 


18 
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So cunningly, the quickest sense 
Could ne’ei discover his pietence, 

I^or what he went about discover, 
Until the whole design was ovei 

Face i37» Ui\e 3i 

For as, at th’ end of a game, ’tis lawful 
Befoie the next to cut and shuffle, 

He undei stood all common places 
Of tieacheiy, and their intiicaries. 

The doctrine and the discipline 
Of all cheats, moial and divine. 

The price of principles, and the lates 
Of shifting them at turns of states, 

And always valued them the more 
The oftener they ’ad been sold before, 
Foi he believed perfidiousness 
Was like the small-pox oi disease, 
Which no man’s tempei’s fi ee against, 
But fiist 01 last the blood attaints, 
And only those aie tieason pi oof, 

Wh’ have had it once, and are come off 

Rage 141, Line 3 

Still the ignoiantei they pioved. 
Became the stiffer to be moved , 

For fools are stubboinei t’ obey, 

As coins aie haidened by th’ allay 

^PiGE 1 43-, Line ii 

Was this the mystery we meant 
In th’ holy league and covenant, 

To take it like tobacco then, 

Only to be blown-out again 1 
To hold up one hand for a brothei, 

And pick a pocket with the other? 
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That all the hiis’ness of the cause 
"Was but to tickle eais mth stiaws, 

And pick the piiise ol John a is'okes, 

Tint did hut bciatch it, like Squue Cokes 

P^CE i4j, Line ii 

’Tis tiue we aie m some confusion, 

Foi want of zeal and lesolution 
■When haughty ’pi entices lehelled, 

And beat then masteis m the field, 

And afcei ventuied to i educe 

The guilds at Whitehall, and the Mews 

But tailing in the enteijmse. 

Took in the city in a tiice. 

And kept ic 'with a stiong lecimt, 

And fiesh supplies of hoise and toot, 

Till gallant IIe^\ son, 'w ith a handful 
Of men at aims, lesolved and manful, 

Diew up Mheie th’ enemy made head, 

And shot an apple-woman dead, 

Put th’ haughty enemy, in spite 
Of all then confidence, to flight, 

And took the town, with the only slaughter 
Of his gieat rival, a tianslatoi 

P4GE i5o, Li * 

Lawyeis, like juggleis, can with ease 
Convey men’s money how they please, 

Prom Stiles s pockets into Nokes’s, 

As readily as hocus poevs^ 

Play fast and loose, make men ehnoxious, 
And deal again, like hiceivs doctius 
Those, that in licensed knav ly deal, 

And fieely lob the commonweal, 


* The reference to this pHce is, prohablj , a mibtalve Theie are 
other parts of Hudihias to which the ahoio lines halt a clean r apph- 
oation , and two oi the lines will be found in \oi ii p hne i9 

13—2 
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And aftei make tlie laws o’ tli’ land 
A icfa^e agam&t ja^tice stand, 

LAe tliieves that in a liemp-plot lie 
Seciiie against the hne-and-ciy, 

And make that which they most deserve — 
A haitei; foi protection serve 

PvGE 1 57 , Line zS 

To keen out surplices and iings, 

Wa^ htbei for your wit than kings ^ 

Oi cast the Quakers out, and Eanteis, 

Foi out-iefoimmg Covenanters, 

Oi b mish rosemary and bavs 
And pres, on Chiist-tide holidays, 

Fitter for talents of your rate, 

Than botching of a church or state 

Page i58, Line 13 

Those, vhose interest lies between 
His keeping out, 01 bunging in, 

Mean nothing but to make a month, 

And take th’ advantages of both, 

Like rooks who drive a subtle trade, 

By taking all the oddses laid 

PvGE i58, Line zi 

Till finding the hangman like to board, 
Oui vessel grappled to his yard, 

T’ avoid the danger tacked about, 

And turned oui vile commandeis out. 

To pitt in otheis, m their steads. 

Of stoutei hearts and wiser heads, 

Who quickly got the weather -gage, 

And then came boldly up t’ engage, 
Maintained couiageously the fight, 

And put the enemy to flight 
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Page iSo, Line “ 

A speakei with, a mace beloie it, 

Cut by an aitist m i caiiet, 

'\Yitb. many a tatteied talminan 
Fiom Iieton, Scott, aad Taiie, 

Next statues, they bave &bo\^n mucli nt in, 
Foi Ticbboin, Munson, Dourns, and Mutm, 
With Lambeit Desbio’, and tike 1 j, 

In pi Opel ckai icteis expiessed, 

All wliicli, witk lumps, aie in a d me, 

And oui appioaclnng late piocLnm, 

Moie ominous than comets’ tails 
To all oui juntas and cabals 
* ^ 

Thiougli all tke flammg kennel course us, 

To slioot tke keiy gulf like Cuitius, 

As if tke foitune ot tke state 
Depended wkolly on oui fate , 

Foi what does all tkeii fuiy mean else 
By saciikcmg lumps in kennels^ 

By burning lundainenDS and kaunckes, 

But to supplant us roots and kianciics^ 

To buxn tke most ledned of CkiLsnaiis 
Witk postick botches, like Pkdibtici^'s, 

To make oui patriots mirac iloii^, 

Scoicked in tke touts, like Ckaucei s Nicholas, 
And saciikce oui kinder quaitoi 
More like to heretics than maiiiyxS, 

To blow us up worse than tke plot. 

To charge then mortal piece, i^i biiot, 

With tk’ house of lords, and kie xke lull, 
Instead ot a granado ball ^ 

And now stand leady with g uadoes 
Of squibs and ciackeis, to imade us, 

And eveiy jouineyinan and ’pi entice, 

With lumps in kennels to represent Ub, 
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And now aie damning ns, and dunking 
Stiong ale and cuises to oin sinking 


Page i 83, LI^E i5 

Tke rumps of all tiees aie the head, 

By which they aie maintained and fed, 

And, theiefoie, all then tops and blanches, 

Aie but then lumps, and aims, and haunches 
Were not the fundamental laws 
The lump and fundament o’ th’ cause 
The cause which we ha\e vowed t’ entail 
And settle on oui hens male, 

And theiefoie lump’s a name most ht 
JFor those whose business is to sit 
A peacock’s tail’s more iich and gaudy, 

Than all the featheis of the body 

PiGE 184 , Line 19 ^ 

!N'oi IS this news to us, 01 inoie 
Than what we might expect, befoie, 

Boi when we have been lendeied once 
The subject mattei of lampoons, 

The aigument of stones, libels, 

ISTews, queues, politics, and quibbles, 

In winch we ha've been said and sung, 

And clinched, and punned upon so long, 

’Twas no hard inattei to forecast 
How long oui government would last, 

Bor when oui folly had lendeied us, 

And all we did, iidiculous, 

Men ha\e obeyed as much in jest 
As we have used onr interest, 

* The reader will find it difficult m thib instance, as in man> others 
to determine the exact line to 'which the alteiation, or addition, ap 
plies But it must be recollected that most of these ‘ various readings’ 
are in a crude foim, that in some cases the pioposed change was alto 
gether rejected, m others only paitially adopted, and that m a few the 
suggestions of tliebC memoi ihda were bioken up and distiibuted oier 
diflcreni; plac^a. 
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And •v^’-L.en a state becomes a faioe, 

There needs no piophecy of stais 
Noi long tailed comet, to pie&age 
Implicit changes to the age 
The smallest conventicle piophet 
Might dzeam awake the imn of it, 

Foi nothing can destioy a namon 
So soon as fools in consultation 

Pa-gb 195, Line 19 * 

Cowaids, 

Like horses, do heioic acts, 

Engage by turning of then backs. 

And use the same heels both foi fight 
With th’ enemy, and puisuit, and Sight, 

So with the same aims kill and slay, 

And lout the foe and lun away 
He that ovei comes and iims, 

Does moie than he that takes gieat towns, 

If every man would save but one, 

No victoiy would e’ei be won, 

Eoi he that luns may fight again. 

Which he can nevei do that’s slam 

Page 199, Line 13 

All feats of aims aie now abiidged 
To sieges, 01 to bemg besieged. 

And he’s the formidablest soldiei 
Who flies, like ciows, the smell ot powdei , 

To diggmg-up of skeletons, 

To make blown Georges t of tBe bones 
It IS not wealing arms of pi oof, 

Lined thiough with shuts of mail and bufl , 

* One of the moit mteiestmg e\ implex m the vthole collection of 
the mental procetsS through which the onginal idea passed on its way 
to the form it finally a&sumed in the poem, where it is elaborated with 
remarkable ingenuity 

t Brown loayes 
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But maiclamg naked in the cold, 

That makes men valoious and holdj 
Noi swoids^ noi bullets, noi bloockhed^ 
But stealing one anothei’s Liead, 

And eating nothing out of mode, 

But hat’s in season, fiogs oi toad 
All blows aie at the belly aimed, 

Until ’tis slam outiight oi m?imed, 

And one anothei’s motioxis atdi, 

Only to go Uj[)on the catch, 

To undei stand the time and lepson 
When toads and veiniin aie iii season, 
When fiogs come in, arc! wilt’s the cause 
Why July spideis make best sauce, 

As it the wais of fiogs and mice 
Had ])een of ouis but jnophecies, 

Foi gieatei ciowds aie slam of those 
Than upon both sides now of foes 
Ho feats of aims aie now in mode, 

But only living without food, 

Hoi weapons handled but foi show, 
Disease and famine aie the foe, 

And he that against both is pi oof, 

Can eat his boots, and feed on bud, 

Is held impiegnable in aims, 

And moie tiian shot-fiee made by chaimte, 
They do not manage the contest 
By fighting, but by staivmg best, 

And he that’s able to fast longest, 

Is suie in th’ end to he the stiongest, 

And he that can dine upon mundimgus. 

Is held the valiant’st man among us , 

And those the foimidablest foices, 

That ne\ei mount, but eat then hoxscs, 
And make ’em seive i’ th’ expedition 
Foi cavahy and ammunition, 

Hoi helmets now aie in lequest 
Hoi curaciei,. noi back, noi bieast. 
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ISToi aims of pi oof aocounted good, 

Because they -will not seive ioi foud 

Page ip9 , Dene 13^ 

Figliting now is out of mode, 

And stiatagem tlie only load, 

Unless 1’ th’ out of fasliioned iv’-.xs 
Of barbarous Tuiks and Pobndus 
They laugh at hghting in the nuJ, 

Till one side lun away 01 yield, 

But manage all a satei wav. 

Like tlf ancient swoid and bacHci p'^’^y, 

And loitei out a whole campiign 
To f 01 age only and tiepan 
All feats of aims aie now ieduce<l 
To cliowsing, 01 to being chov\be 0 
And no lencounteis so lenowned 
As those on walls oi iindeigiound 
They fight not now to oveithiovv, 

But gull and cncumvent a foe. 

And watch all small advantages, 

As if they fought a game at chess , 

And he’s appioved the most deseiving, 

"Who longesii can hold out at stai v^ing, 

Can make best fiicasies of cats, 

of fiogb, and mice and lats, 

Pottage of yeimin and lagouts 
Of trunks, and boxes^ and old shoes, 

And those who, hke th immuxtal gods, 

Do nevei eat, ha^e still the odds 

all then wailikc stiafagenis, 

And subtle feu png ovei stieims, 

And playing at bo-peep with biidges, 

Oi ciawlmg undei giound at sieges, 


* We hare here a second leraion of the <?ame ^ram of reflections 
piesentcd 111 the pievioiis passai?i. ihe th id verj, on, m f e poem is 
con<^truct<-d mainly upon the above 
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Oi swimming ovei deepest cliannels 
T’ avoid tlie foe, like watei spaniels 

Tage ao 7 . Line zi 

Law is like a labyiintli, 

With the two-loimed monster in’t, 

That used to eat men s flesh, and devoui 
All that it got within its powei 

Page soS, Line 17 

Allow him the oddses of demiiiiers, 

The other nothing but his eiiois, 

And IS admitted to all giace 
And lawful favoui by his place 

P 4 GE Z09, Line z * 

A man s’ impaitial in his calling. 

That light 01 wiong to him was all one. 
Was nevei known to be s’ unjust, 

As when he was biibed to bieak his trust, 
So just, that he who biibed him first 
Was nevei known to have the woist, 

Eut, when they stiove to gi\e him most, 
The desp’iat’bt cause was ne’vei lost 

Page 310, Line 19 f 

To this biave man the kmght lepaiis 
Foi counsel in his law aflaiis, 

And, though the sage was not at home, 
Was led into an inwaid room. 


* The place where these lines were intended to be inserted, cannot 
be accuiately ascertained They appeal as suggested m the Edition 
of 18 ^ 3 , to have been designed as pait of the character of the lawyer 
t The lefeience in the edition of i8zz is obviously eironeous, the 
reader being directed, possibly by a raispiint, to the Third Canto of 
Part II for an incident which takes place m the Ihiid Canto of Put 
III It will be seen that the humoious circumstances described m 
the above passage are omitted in the poem 
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And told, lie should have speed advice, 

To wait upon them in a tiice, 

Meanwhile the cleik flew ont in haste, 

And locked the dooi upon them last, 

And left the knight and sqime once moie 
In duiance closei than betoie 

The la^F^ei vas that morning gone 
Some miles off to a maiket tow n, 

Whei e he v is wont to ply toi fees, 

And legulate enoimities, 

To vend his tiiimpeiy opinions 
Foi turnips cabhages, and onions. 

And in the maiket put to sale 
Becognisance and common bail , 

But when his cleik had foimd him out, 

And told him what he came about, 

How long his two new clients had 
Foi his advice oi justice stayed, 

Thiee hours at least to give him handsel 
To execute the laws or cancel 
‘ Why then,’ quoth he, ‘’tis ten to one 
The birds befoie this time aie flown ’ 

^ Flown’’ quoth the cleik, Hhey’ie fast enough, 
I’ll wail ant ’em, fiom getting off, 

I have ’em unclei lock and key 
Too well seemed to run away’ 

^ That’s light,’ quoth he, " but will the gaim 
We’re like to have, outweigh the pains 
‘ They le such, as neat as I could guess, 

That seldom fail to pay then fees, 

True vntuosos, and hef-hehbe')^ 

Of suits in law among then neighhouis, 

That bleed vrell, though the dotterels, 

Aie fain to spaie in all things else ’ 

^ They are the likeliei,’ quoth Bi acton, 

^ To hi mg us many a sleeveless action, 

Then let us trudge away apace 
To seize ’em foi oui wetts and stiays. 
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As fast as jockeys post to bieak, 

Or paddeis to pieseive, a neck ’ 

Wkeie let ns lea\e ’em, while we tell 
What new exploits the knight hefel 
Clapped up hefoiehand ±oi theix fees 
The knight and -squiie in little ease 
Some horns hid laid, and did not know 
How many moie they weie to do, 

When w eaiied with then tedious stay. 

The knight, to pass the time away. 

And sqniie engaged in fieice dispute 
To pass the judgment on then siut, 

And what they came to uiidei stand 
Besolved between ’em before hand, 

But waged with moital heat the squabble, 
As Ignorance is apt to dabble, 

Bor none aie heicoi m contest 
Than those that understand the least 
Just as both parties weie preparing 
To break the peace and good abeaiing, 
They heaid a knocking at the gate. 

That stopped the desperate debate, 

And forced them both to waive th’ assault. 
And by consent to make a halt 
Soon as the lawyer was at home, 

He sent his clexk to approach the room, 
Where he had shut them in the pound. 
Like beasts, for bieaking int’ Ins ground, 
T’ excuse his master’s great occasions 
Of pill ate business, and the nation’s, 

And let them, know wdiat gieat affairs 
He had neglected, to do theirs. 

What clients he had waived, and fees, 

To serve them and then businesses 

Page zip. Line i 

Love, like honour, ’s privileged, 

And cannot be by oaths obliged, 
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No moie tliau ■v;']iat a mtnesb sweais 
Is Aaiid m his own ali^u^^ 

A A o^ e has notlung to pietend, 

But iwb owa mteie'at md ead 

P 4 .GE 319 , Lire zi 

Ch-u a ay powei pietend to awe 
Lo V. 1 odieb iundamentil law, 

O. ohe. DO gi\ e la^^s t a lovei 
Ttiev iia^ e no jniisdiction ovci ^ 

Sb^L lie, that \\it]i Ins migio Low 
Suithcb iic-iits of monaichs thioagli and tliiongh, 
Sa^iiia-t Ins own gieaD laws oi -vvai 
To come t’ a tual at a bai ^ 

To turn solicit 01 and piog, 

Suborn, foisyeei, and pettifog 

P^GE 319, Line 3i 

Love, that’s the woik and lecieation, 

Axid ohntei of the fiist cieation, 

Brom whom all souls of things deiive 
The iiee luheiitance of life, 

That 111 a slioit time would expiie, 

But that ’tis lengthened by desue, 

loi how could natme live, 

But that love gives it a repiieve, 

That has no moie than one life int 
Ii love did not enlarge that stmt 

Page 333, Line 5 

Love that has substance foi its giound, 

Must be moie lasting, film, anil sound, 

Than that which has the shghtei bxsis 
Of any vntue, wit, and giaces 
Which IS of such tlim subtlety 
In man, it cieeps m at the eje, 

But that which its evti action owns 
Biom solid gold and piecioub stones, 
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Must, like its shmmg paients, pio^e 
As solid as a gloiious love 

Page Line 33 

Wealth IS all these, she that has that 
Is any thing she would be at 
Wit, beauty, honoui, virtue, vice. 

Are always valued by the puce , 

For what aie lips, and eyes, and teeth, 
Which beauty hghts and conqueis with, 
But lubies, peailb, and diamonds, 

With which a philtei love compounds'^ 
Or what is hau but thieads of gold. 
That loveis’ hearts in fetters hold ^ 
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TEANSLATIONS OF HUDIBEAS 

Tn^o complete -veiisionfa Hvciibias^ into Fieucli and Gcimin^ 
\^ere puliliblied m tlie list eentm>, lioth, especullj tlie formei, 
reinmkal)le foi their spiiit ind fideht’^ 

The Fiench tj.anshtion -was made, not by Colonel Tiincis 
Townley, as stated in the JS^ebos Mev , ii 257, but b> John 
To\\mle>, nnclc of Mi Clnilcs Townlej, the collettoi ot the 
Townley M'^ibles Mr John Townlo\ w is in officei m the 
Fiench sennce, and died m 17R2, at the age of 85 His trms 
liiion of JIuclihas into Fiench \eise wis published in thiee 
\olumes m London m 1757, mth the English, hue forhne, on 
the opposite pages The pubhcitiOn was siipeimtended b\ M 
1 xlbbe Tuberville Xecdham, the notes, fomided, tor the most 
pait, on Hi Gie^’s were supplied by Laichei, and the plates 
weie chiefly afLei the designs of Hogarth Only two hundred 
impressions wcie punted, and the woik became so raie, from the 
estimation in which it was held that hige pi ces w^eit gi\en foi 
single copies Biiidley’s cop} sold tor £5 59 , the Ponthill cop\ 
foi £7 and Inglis^’s foi L8 Tos 6 cl It was lepimted m Paris 
in 1819, with fifteen engraiings, additional notes h\ Larcher, a 
hey to the chaiicteis by Lot^m le Jeune, and some account of 
the tianslPor 

Voltaire obseives of Hvdihras, c est de tous des livres, qne^ 
j’ai jamais lus, celui ou ] aitiouif le plus d’e^piit mais c’est aussi 
le plus mtiaduisihle,' and he adds that in oidei to lender tl e wit 
of this ‘'unique poem’ into anothei linguage, it is necessaiy to 
retiench thiee tourtl s of the ongmol In the specimen he gwes 
us of his method of compie«^ion, he teHs gs that he has reduced 
the frist 400 lines of the Pi si Cmto, containing the cliaiic^ci 
and desciiption of the hnight, to ihout So hut he bos m fact, 
reduced 456 hues to 107, of which the closing qnitiam is an 
addition of his own The Enghsh leadci , know mg how e‘*seiitial 
it is to a pist estimate ot the poweis of Butler, rbat the close 
te\tuie of his -verse, his subtle bic\ity, idiomatic forms, and com 
pound rhymes should be accuiitJ> pieservcd, will not be sur 
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pnsed to fiiidtlao thib smguki e\ieximent failed e\en m tlie 
bkilM liTdb of Voltaiie It is ciiiioiis tint, lu putting this 
pirn into Q^ec ton, le gives the best possible lea&oii why it 
si culd re\ex h ve been attempted bTho would behove, he isks, 
tlat a no k vvbich Ins is maniy thoughts as noid^ could not be 
tia ’slated Yet, vv ith this fi mb avowal of the v due and n eight 
of the words, he pioposes to i educe the whole to less than a 
foiuih As might oe evpected, the spnit evapoi-’tes m the tom 
press’d of the subs nice, and the substintt itself becomes totally 
uni be t^ e oixg-n\l The fohovving is the entiie pissige — ^ 

Q UAJSTD les piofanes et les saints 

BaiiS FAngleteiie etaient au\ puses, 

Qu’on se battait poui des eglises 
Aussi foit quepoui des catins, 

Loisq’ Anglicans et puiitains 
Fesaient une si nicle gueiie, 

Et qu au soitu dti cabaiet 
Les oiatems de Nazaieth 
Allaient hattie la caisse en chaiie, 

Que paitout, sans savoii poiiiquoi, 

Au nom du ciel, au nom au loi, 

Les gens d’aimes couviaient la teiie, 

Alois monsieui le chevaliei, 

Long-temps oisif, ainsi qu’Achille, 

Tout lempli d’une sainte bile, 

Suivi de son giand ecuyei, 

S’echaxipa de son ponlaillei, 

Avec son sake et i’Evangile, 

Et ‘^’avisa de gueiiojei 

Sue Hudikas, cet homme laie, 

Etait, dit-on, rempli d’honneui, 

Avait de Tespiit et du coein 
Mais d en etait foit avaie 
D’aiUeuis, pai un talent nouveau. 

It etait tout piopie au haiieau, 

Amsi qu’a la gueiie ciiieUe, 

Gland sui les bancs, giand sui la selle, 

Dans les camps et dans un huieau, 

Semblahle a ces lats amphikes, 

Qui pal dissent avoir deux vies, 

Sont lats de campagne et lats d’eau 
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Maib, malgie sa giande eloquence, 

Et son mciite, et sa piiidence, 

II p'ls&a cliez quelques sazans 
Poui ctic un deces mstiuinens 
Dont kb tiipoiis avec adiesse 
Sa\ent nsei sans due mot, 

Et qn’ils tomnent aveo souplesse 
Get lubtiumeni s’lppelle nn bot 
Ce nkbt pas qu’en tkeologie, 

Ell logique, en astiologie, 

II ne flit un docteui subtil 
En qiiatie il sepaiait uii lil, 

Disputant sans jamais se lendre, 
Changeant de these tout-a coup, 
Toujouis pidt a pailer beaucoup, 
Quand il iallait ne pas s’entendie 
D’Hudibias la leligion 
Etait, tout comme sa laibon, 

Yide de sens et foit profondo 
Le puiitauibine divin, 

La meiUeuie secte du monde, 

Et qui ceites n’a non d’humam, 

La VI lie Eghse niilitante, 

Qui pieche un pibtolet en mam, 

Pour mieux convertir son procham 
A grands coup de sabre aigumente, 
Qui promet les cele^stes biens 
Par le gibet et pai la corde, 

Et damne sansmiseiicoide 
Les pecbes des auties ehietiens, 
Pom se miens paidonner les biens, 
Secte qui, toujouis detrmsante, 

Se detruit elle-meme enfin 
Tel Samson, de sa mam puissante, 
Biisa le temple philistm, 

Mais il pent par sa vengeancd, 

Et Im meme il s’enseveht 
Ecrase dans la chute immense 
De ce temple qu’il demolit 
An nez du chevaber antique 
Deux grander moustacbea pendaient 
A qm les Parques attacbaient 
III BITTIiEE 


u 
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Le destm de la lepabliqiie 
II le-s j’aide &oigneusemcnt, 

Et SI ]amais on les aiiacHe, 

C’esl la chute du pai lenient 
L’e+it entiei, cn ce moment, 

Eoit tombei avec sa moustache 
Amsi Tahacotms, 

Gland Esculapo d’Etiui^e, 

Eepaia tons les nez peidus 
Pai line nom elle mdustiie 
II \ous pienait adioitement 
TJii moiceau du cul d’un pc iwie homme, 

L ?ppli(_[uait au nez piopienient, 

Enhii il aiiivait qu’en somme 
Tout ]uste a la moit du pieteui 
Tomb lit le nez de Tempi untiui 
Et sou\ent dans la mtoe biLe, 

Pai ju'^tice et pai bon accoid, 

Ou lemettait au gie du moit 
Le nez aupies de son deiiieie 
Notic grand hei os d’Albion, 

Giimpe dessus sa handelle, 

Poui \engei laieligior, 

Aiait a Taicon de sa selle 
Deu\ pibtolets et du jambon, 

M ub il n’avait qu un epfuon 
CVtait de tout temps samamme , 

Sachaiit que si la talonmeie 
Pique line moitie de Tanimal 
Ne lesteiait point en aiiieie 
Voila done Hudibias paiti , 

Que Lieu bemsse son voyage, 

Ses aigumens et son paiti, 

Sa baibe lousse et son courage ^ 

The Eiencli leader -who should found his opiiuoa of JTiidihas 
upon this veision of one of its most celebiated piss-^ges, might be 
excused toi doubting the tiuth of the introductoi / ciiticism 
which led him to expert i sample of the laiest vit The plin 
puisued by Voltaue is fat'd to the eb&eiitnl qualities of his 
authoi, strips the satue of its peculiar humour, and binhs it into a 
few meagre items, uhich beai much about the same lelationtothe 
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poem as an impeifcct catalog le O'^fuimtaie bf'. to the interior 
ot a costly maiisirn Volt me mishcs the "pii^ iinl mutiiaies 
the lettei, of Kuchhas He omits the imst m^irtmt pai- 
ticuhis, the metaphysics, the Gmek, Latn, i K.bici\ loie, 
the coinigo of uoids, and the whole etpipmcnts iid xiersonai 
description ol the knight, he eome^Lts the ‘tiv n\ he<^id" into a 
moustache, a change winch utterly de^tro^s ni nn^^iit'nt chai^c- 
teiistic, tiansposes some lines, n u epiesL>i+s o^-lu , md mtc»T[0- 
lates images of his own — such as the aLusiou tj ^L\ dies, and the 
elaboiate analogj between Samson and the iirna’-»s This 
evasive tieatn ent conld not haae a isen fiom *» dehc ant know- 
ledge of English, toi he tells ns m one of L^teis tlat 
he had become so fimihai with the la^gnue -^s to tlrnk 
in it miconscionsly The cause of his fnmia, md of the 
strange method he adopted foi awoidmg the leponsibibtw of 
a diiect tianslation, must be ti iccdto the ddunhics xiresnitod 
by the aitful turns, compact sense, and idioma< c dic*-ioii of the 
oiiginal 

These difficulties w ere complete!} oveicome b\ Mr Townlew, 
whose translation is not less lemaikible foi iS hdJitv than tor 
its ease and fieshness There is hudlj a single pecuLant^ of 
expression that is not pi eserw ed m a conesponlmg sli ipe There 
IS nothing left out, nothing added, and the lei-.nn, thus dis- 
tinguished by its close adheience to the veiy woids ol the aiithoi, 
possesses all the fi eedom and ease of an oiiginal w oi k Had 
h/as been written m Trench, it would, piohabh, hawe taken very 
neail} the foim m which it was lendeied b*" Mr Towadej The 
most striking example that can be selected toi illu^na^oii is tne 
passage abeady exhibited in the translation of Vdta re A com- 
paiison between them will at once reveal the immense inteiiontw 
of the latter Mr Townley follows the verse ne uh hue lor hue, 
bringmg the 456 Imes of the original into httie mo e *han 500 
hues 


Q TJiJN’D les hommes en desaiioi 

Se biouilloient sans scawon poaiquoi, 
Quand gios mots, ciaintes, ] ilonsics 
Causoient paitout des hatteiies, 

Et les gens en dissension 
Poui la Dame Eeligion 
Se chamailloient dans la dispute 
Oomme gens mes font poui pate, 

14 — 2 
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Dont etacun disoit tant de bien. 
Sans qne pei&onne y conimt iien , 
Quand le Tiomi^ette d’Evangile 
Sonnoit la cliaige ppi la Yille , 

Et pom tambom, ia Cbaiie an loin 
Eetentissoit a coups de poing, 

Lors leClie'valiei put ]e laige, 

Et de Colonel fit la cbaige 

Son aspect etoit tiait pom tiait 
E’un pien\ Cbevaliei le poi tiait, 
Dont le fier genome de sa vie, 

Ee plia qn’a Cbe\ aleiie , 

Qni jamais qn’nn coup n’endni-a 
Qni son epanle decoia 
A bon droit la fiem de li clique 
Soil eiiante, soit domcbtiqne , 

Giand sur les baucs, giand a cbeval, 
Sni tons deu\ d’nn meiite egal 
Biilloient son coeni et sa ceivelle 
A jngei, on videi qneielle, 

Et fnt lenomme pom ses faits 
Pendant la Gnene comme en Pai\, 
(Ainbi ceitain Eat Ampliibie 
Dans Tan on Fean tiouve sa vie ) 
Mais ici donte maint Anteni 
S’d ent pins d^espiit, on de coeni , 
C’est dispntei et fane glose, 

En veiite, sni pen de chose, 

L’espiit ne passoit, c*est ceitain. 

La valeni, qne d’nn demi giain, 

Ce qni fit passei pom manie 
L’eclat dont biilloit son gtoe, 

Et qn’on le put (tianolions le mot) 
Pom I’outil des iriponb, nn sot 
La obatte dont se plaint Montagne, 
Pienoit son Maitre pom nn aiie, 
Elle ent foime, sans embaii is, 
M^me jngenaent d’Hudibias , 

(Cai o’est le nom qne de contume 
A ses cartels signoit sa plnme ) 

Maib il est clan assmement 
Qu’on se tiompoit ties-lonrdement. 
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Cai en espiit il etoit iiclie, 

Quoique souvent il en liit dnelie, 

Ei ne ie poitat qu’anx: bons joins, 
Coinine bonigeoihe atoms 
D’ailleuis on e.^t dan's Tassuiance 
Qu il p nloit Giec avec aisance, 

Que Latin il -v ous eut paile, 

Tout comme un meile amoit sifle 
Paifait en tout deux, chose laie, 

Il n’en fut pouiUnt one avaie, 
Suitout il en donnoit ties bien 
A ceu\ qui n’en entendoient iien, 
Pom les racmes Hebiaiques, 
(Quoique souvent tes e\otiques 
Se plai'^ent cii mauvais tenon) 

Il se piqua tint d’en scavoir, 

Que le soup^on en i mt \ naitie 
Qu’il fut ciiwoncis, et pent ^tie 
Le fut il, non comme ape's! it, 

Mais poui ceitam mal an Piostat 
Il etoit b9av«.nt en Logique, 

Et profond dans T Analytique 
Un cheieu scavoit dm^ei, 

Et sui les part's subtiiisei, 

En pedant letors qui dispute, 
Change la these, et puis lefute 
Il eut demoutie bien ou mai 
Qu’un homme n’est pas un clieval, 
Que celui qui pi end une Buse 
Poui un oiseau, sou\ent s’abuse, 
Qu’un Loid pent bien etre un Hibou 
Et maint Echevm un Coucou, 

Un juge nne Oye et la Corneille 
Passei poui tutiice a mei\ eille. 

Pai la dispute il s’endettoit, 

Et pai laibonnement payoit* 

En Dialectique ties-pme, 

Sans manquer a mode on figure 
La Rhetonque etoit son fait 
Et sa bouche, comme Ton s^ait, 
b’ouvroit que poui lane eclorre 
Tiope bullant ou metaphoxe 
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St Si pai fois Jarib son discoui s 
li on bien icstoit couit, 

II se ^eivoit de pin ise obscuie 
I'oii i me pa&sei cette allude 
0 nd avec pins d ■’it ilpnloit 
Tout <omme un aniie, on rentendoic, 
(Cai les legle^ de Klictoiique 
Ce bont ses ontils qu’ello expbqiie ) 

M I’b qnand il pailoit de son in eus, 
OTtoit bug igo liiimomeux. 

Da ton quo le Pedrnt affecte. 

On de Babel le Dialecte, 

C ctoit iin babit d’Aileqnin 
D Anglo s, de Griec, et de Litin, 

Qne de coudie il pienoit la peine, 

Co nine on cond sitm sni lutciiiie, 
Son ton nil-' te ctoit moms commun^^ 
Qne n’est tiio cliante pai mi, 

Ce qni pomoit bien iaiic accioiie, 
Qiiand il pailoit, a. 1 ciiiditoiie 
D’entandie encoi le binit moitel 
De liois onviieib de Babel, 

On Ceibeie iu\ dines eii antes 
Jippei tioib languGb dilleientes 
Son discouis o^oit vite et long, 

S aib ciainte d Cj.)nisei son loud, 

Poui snlbie a cette depense 
T 1 bC'i\oit laiie amas d avaiice 
Oil de nouveau Y mots li loigeoit, 

Et bien on mal contie-laisoit, 

Motb SI duib, qu’aucnnt caiiKie, 
Pom leb touchei, ne foiuiiit pieiie 
pailant vite aux ignoians, 
Cen\-ci ies pienoient poui couians 
De boite que &i Demostliene, 

Qui fee idliiia la bouche pleine 
De cailloux, avoit S 9 U son ton, 

Il n’eut pdfe pus d’autie f a^on 
Plus habile en Mathcmatiqaob 
Que Tioho-Biahe de cent piques, 

Eli Gi-ometie latine 
Un pot de Bieie il out jaugo. 
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Pai t^noente et sums, sui I’liciue 
Tiou\ e k poidb de pain on bcuiie, 

Et pii Algebie eut dit aubsi, 

A quelk iieiue il sonne midi 
Gi md pliilo«oplie en tonte cliose, 
li a\ oit lu tout te\te on giobc, 

Pai iinplioite Foi bC u oit 
Ce qii’ciuteui obscui cntendoit, 

Eciidoit laibon, tt sans leplique, 

Ee toiib les dontob dn bceptique, 

Comme qnaiante, il en scavoit, 

Afsbi loin que paiole alloit, 

Cotaat tout tela pai loutinej 

Tout couime, on inieux, qu’une maLkiiie, 

Et son jaigon etoit note 

Poai dtie dit on Een cbante 

Si bien kb cbobes au\ idees 

jDaiis tote etoient adaptees, 

Qne Tnii potii I’^utie bnn bonieiit 
li pienoit comine maiiit si a\ nit 
des taits icdmsoit les clioses, 

Et pu abbtiaits laiboit leuis gioseb, 
fegaioit ou \ a la quiddite, 

Ecb coipb molts 1 c\me, et Tentite , 

Ou h 1 elite be decele 
Comme un mot gele, qm degele 
E’'stinguoit ceci de cela. 

Mot iphj bique en leste h 
Avec succeb le giand geme 
S’exeifO’t en Tlieologie 
Comme Thomas d’Aqmn et plus, 

C’eloit un second Puns Scotus , 

Panb les Eominau\, ainbi comme 
Pans les Eeanx, le plus giand iiomme 
Pe sable nne coide il toidoit 
Ivlien^ que le {Soibonnibte 4idioit 
Filoit des toileb d Aiaignoc'', 

Mcubles poui tetcs mai tiinbiees, 
Vmdeb qnand la Lnne est au pkm, 
Ooiuine maibon pom qni Ton a amt. 

11 imaginoit im scinpule, 

Pms en montioit le iidictde. 
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Comtne qm s’en iioit gagnei 
La galle, e%pies poui be giatter, 
Comme si la Theologie 
D’uii Chailatan eut h manie, 

Se pei^ant de doutes expies, 

Pom fane voir a tons apies, 

De quelle facon piompte et suie 
La foi gueiit de sa blessuie. 

On a pouitant vli de nos jouib 
Que la maique y le^toit toujoms 
II connoissoit la longitude, 

Aussi bien que la latitude 
Du Paradis, et le placoit, 

Selon rhumeur dont il etoit, 

Dessous, et pai dessus la Lune, 
Dedaignant la faeon commune, 

Se piquant oidmaiiement 
D’etie seul de son sentiment 
D’Adam il squt quel fut le i6ve, 
Quand son epouse, Madame Eve, 
Soitit dans toute sa beaute 
Du cabinet de son c6te 
Il scavoit de quel vieuv langage 
Le Tentatem iaiboit usage, 

Si nos piemieis paiens avoient 
Dn nombiil, ou s’lls en manquoient, 
Qui fut le piemier agieable, 

Qux fit Musique malleable, 

Si le serpent, laisant son coup, 

Eut pieds fouicbus, ou point du tout 
Et tout cela, sans commentaiie, 
Comme sans glose il sqavoit fane, 
En teimes piopres, comme e\peit, 
Qui pi end a gaucbe, et puis se peid 
Sa lebgion au genie, 

Et s^avoi^, etoit assoitie, 

Il etoit fianc Piesb^teiien, 

Et de la Secte le soutien, 

Secte, qni justement se vante 
D etre TEglise Militante, 

Qui de sa foi vous lend laison 
Par la bouclie de sou canon. 
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DoTit le boulet et feu temble 
Monti e bien qu*elle est infallible, 

Et «ia Doctiine prouve a tons 
Oitliodo\e, a foice de coups 
Chez eu\ gueire et carnage enoime 
Pi end le nom de Sainte Ecfoime, 
Laqnelle il fmt incessamment 
Ponrsumejusquau Jugement, 

La foi ne leur etant donnee, 

Que pom ^tie laccommodee, 

Coname bi la Pehgion 
Put faite a cette intention 
Lem de-\ otion plub chciie 
Conbiste en puie antip ithie, 

IK out tonjonrs quelques laibons. 
Pour blamer d’autieb les famous 
Chien enrage, singe malade 
N’ont pas de bile si maussade 
P 6 te, an mauTaiS30ui, chommeiont 
MieuN qu’au bon, les auties ne font, 
Ce qm leui plait, est legitime, 

Et ce qui leur deplait, un ciime, 

Ils sont letifs, ct leui espiit 
N’honoie Bieu, que pai depit, 

Ils bont friands de m^ine chose, 
Qui, d’autres sens, les indispose, 

Ce qui dans eux est piete, 

Dans les autres, c’est un peche, 
Libie arbitre un ]our iL admettent, 
Et le lendemain le lejettent 
IL se brouillent en fuiieux 
Avec ce qu ils aiment le mieux, 

Les jamhons, les pMes d’usage, 

Et leui chei aim le potage, 

Defen dent les petitb codions, 

Les oeufs an lait, et les oib\>ns 
Les Apotieb de cette Secte, 
Semblableb a ceuv que lespecte 
L’Ottomane Eeligion 
Etoient ou Lien ane on pigeon, 
Auquels pai instmct de Natuie, 

Par eopiit, ou par tempeiature. 
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Hiidibias s’attaclia foit, 

Qo’uii eut devine sms ofioit, 

Sa u'rscunce ctie sonmise 
A 1 Inpociisie et bebibe 

C Lsti aiasi qn’il lut accoi\tie, 
Sans qiie le poitiait soit oiitio, 

C’e-t P ‘11 dedanb que je 'veti\ cine, 
Cai le deliois je viib d’eaiie 
ba b'ltbe Oxiioit, tout a la 
Sa pmd’ Lommie ct bon minois, 

A b X coupe ei sa temte bise 
Poui mic-* tmle on Tam ait piise, 

Le bant, couleui do lait coupe, 

Le bas, oiange et giis meie, 

Ce Mcteoie et sa ciinieie 
AnnoiKoient Tepoque cleinieie 
L>u Ti6nc et de la Ro;}auto 
Et deb sujets la libeite 
Tai sa giisaille et vieillesse 
I)e 1 Etat montiait lx ioiblesse, 

Ala bccbe elk lessembkit, 

Et sa fosse elle picsagtoit, 

En cela cVausbi tiibie auguie, 

Que de Samson la clieveiui e, 

Com ant a son piopie dcstm, 

Pom d’un Etat liatei 1 1 bn 
Elle a\ait lait vceu d ms uii Oidie 
Qu tile obseivoit, bans en dcmoidie, 
Pont la logic auioit lebute 
Le Mome le plus entctc 
Elle dcvoit soudiii Toutiage, 

Et le niaitjie aiec com age, 

Et b’exposei a'vec edit 
A la vengeance dc 1 Etat 
Qu’elle nai quoit, bien lObolue 
If ctie deClixiee ou toidne, 

Dat on la comm de ciacbat. 

La tiiaillei comme un loicat, 

Et cioitie, malgie sa disgiace, 

Tant que le Roi seiait en j)lace, 
Maib quand le Tioiie cciouleioit, 
Qu’au lasou elle cedeioit. 
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Eli ‘^’immolant comme une Hostie, 

A 1 1 c* nte de MonaiJiiLj 
Doiit les Paique^ a\oitiit si foit, 

A\ ec boii poll, toidu le s>Oit 
i.e le terns, de ia 9 on aucime, 

El. put taepaiei Itiii loituii'^ 

M vs d’un seul toup, ce liaieu\ 

Eb\oit ies taiicliei tuus L, doii\ 
nsi Talicot d uiiL ’e^se 
St lYOiC taillei avec ihesbe 
Ise^ tons neuK qui ao lAuioient lien, 
Tant que le cul ue poitoit Oien, 

Ila^b ''I le cul peidu 1 1\ tu, 

Le uez tomboit pai s\ mu itine 
S*on d os comme un i ii du an Ip® ait 
Que sous lui mcme li se corn uoii, 

G i anisi que poitoit Eiice 
Sou Pcue dans Tio\e tmbi s^e, 

II idibias poitoit All sou cios 
h ses fesses tout in^si c^ios 
Qiu lui lemoiitut pn cLiiitie 
L i tdte, faute de o oupic’ e 
Efc poiLi coutic-poids pai dL\aii1j 
Etoit uii ventie a 1 ai enant, 

Doiit, sans taiie giande dcpenbc, 

II avoit som d’empin la p uise, 

Do lait, de tiomage ou de iiuit, 

Ee maison des tb impale piodiiit, 

El cVauties vmes qu ^ ntitie ai^e 
Eoub vous (liions, ne \ons deplaisej 
Q land ses cbiusscs on deem a, 

Le magazin s’l tiouieia 
Toila Test' ait de sa figute, 

PailoLb nn jieu de sa piiuie 
Un Buffle a Fepieui e si non 
Ee I’cpce an monib du b ^oii 
Lui seivoit d’liitmt niieu\ d uiuure, 
Qu’il ne ciaignoit que nicuitu^s.ue 
vSes chuisbeb avouiit b v.h beivi 
Autielois sous le Eoi Hei ii 
Ee\ xnt Boulogne, et Fon itut due 
Qu’ellfc& e+oicnt a ce gios, hue 
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La doubluie etoit maint lopin 
De pain, de fiomage, ou boudin, 

Mets piopie an G-ueiiier intiepide, 

Qui toujouib de sang est avide, 

Cai il be plaisoit a loger 
Dans sa cnlotte son mangei 
Cette cnlotte etoit foit giande, 

Et teiioit beanconp de viande, 

Qui mainte boniis attiioit, 

Pom fouiagei en cet endioit, 

Et qiiand sa mam faiboit Tappiocbe 
Dn magazin de cbiqne pocbe, 

C’ etoit dn sang qn’il en contait 
A qnelque doigt qu elle moidoit, 

Se defendant en petit Diable '' 
Tant qne la place etoit tenable 

Qnoiqn’nn giave aiitem soit gaiant, 
Qnejadis Cbevaliei eiiaiit 
'Nq savoit ni mangei, ni bone, 
Puisqne, pour allei a la G-loiie, 

Pai vastes deseits il pasboit, 

Oil pain, ni pate, il ne trouvait, 

(A moms qn’il ne se mit en tdte 
De brontei I’heibe avec sa b^te) 

Ces Messiems n’ayant d’appetit 
Qne de se battre, a ce qu il dit, 

La mepii&e me paioit louide, 

On bien il fant tiaitei de bonide 
Tant ce qn ont dit dn Griand Aitbns, 
Ceux qni celebient ses veitiis, 

Sqavoii qn’il poitoit dins sa salle 
La table londe en Faidingalle, 

Qni n’etoit, pai bien des laisons, 
Qu’une cnlotte a giands canoiib. 

On la nappe se tionvoit mise, 

Qnand il Oi soitoit sa cbemise 
Et tons leb Cbevaliei b dinoient 
De ce qne ces ebausses tenoient, 
Qnind ils qmttoient, pom se lefaiie 
Boncliei, casque, et cimeteiie 
Maib levenons a mon Heios, 
Cramte, par de plus long propos. 
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D’cnbliei net oii nous en sommes, 
Comme il aiiive a soavantb homines 
A gauche, et pies de son giand caui, 
Pendoit son sake de lon^ueui, 

La gaide utile, amsi que belle, 

Etoit faite comme une ecuelle, 
Seivoit de plus d’uue fapon, 

A paiei coups d Estiamagon, 

Et tenu bouillon ou potage, 

Quand il etoit dans son menage 
II y fondoit tons ses boalets 
Poui ennemis, ou bien poulets. 

Pour qui SI hame etoit si ioite, 

Que contie tous ceu^ de leui soite, 
On'^pietend c|ue le Che\ahei 
Se battoil toujouis sans quaitier 
La lame a Tofede foigee, 

Eaute d’esciime, etoit louillee 
Et se mangeait de de&ebpoir 
De ce qu’on gciiait soiipou\oir 
Le paitoible fouiieau, sa cage, 

Se lessentoit de cette lage, 

Cai elle en avoit devoid 
Plus de si\ pouces d^un c6te, 
Dedaignant, en letiaite obscuie, 

De oacher ainsi sa nguie, 

Et pai secousse et plus d un tour 
Elle b’etait enfiu fait jom 
Jadis en mainte echauffouree 
Elle bulla, s’etani iiguee 
Et donnant mam forte aux recois, 
Pom saibie, ou piise de coips 

Ce puissant sake avait poui Page 
Un poignaid petit pour son age, 

A le suivre aubsi rdgulier 
Qu un 2^am qui seit un Chevalier, 
C’etoit, outie son grand courage, 
Ties bonne piece de menage, 

Il eut, au SOI til d’un combat, 
Chaple du pain, ratisse plat, 
Adroitement ote les crottts 
Des bouhers, amsi que des bottes , 
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En teiiei^ ntoit clcs OigiK/ns, 

Et gii^lo t 111 ku de^* log lions, 

Moice vix de 1 ud on dc lion ?ge, 

II n’lnipc toit poui quel nst ge, 

Eut oe poiu aitiapei de^ 

C’etoit 1\ son niomdie embaiiab 
Cai il fut en appientissige 
Cbez un B^isseni, en son Las age, 
Mais depuib qiiitla le metiei, 

Comme in amt autie, et fut g leiiiei 
Deux pxstolets de date antique 
Dans ses lontes etoient a piqiic, 

Avec les ii\ies qui lesto^ent 
Quand ses cliausses en legoigeoienl 
Et SI les lats pai fiiandise, 

Tenoient iiciuei la indichend^se, 

Xe cliicn Landc, qiii les giiettoit, 

En s’abattant, les attiappok, 

Et joui et nuit en sentmePe, 

Gaidoit la culotte on la sePe, 

Conti e voleuis indiistiieux, 

Qni vont a quatie pieds on deux 
Aiufex mum, ce pcisonnage 
Paitit a\ tc am e et bagage , 

Hais, pom saufex en sePc, av"nt 
II put de bicn loin son elant 
Cai cotto ^elle inaguifique 
N’avoit qu’un etiiei nnique , 

Encoie ctcit il attache, 

Pai mallioni du mauvais cote, 

Meme si liant, qu’il pouvoit ciamdie 
Que son ^ud n’y piit x^as attemdic 
Enfin ajiios ]ilus d’un etfoit, 

De la selle il gagna le bold, 

Puis voltigeant avcc adie^se, 
Biusquemlnt j placa la fes5:e, 
Comme gns de viiigt ans au jilus, 
Mais pens'! xiassei pai dcssus, 

Et se letmt all ciiniLie, 

Papon qni Im fut coutunaeie 
A j)iopo& de saiPii clieval 
Je ciois qkon ne feioit pas mal 
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De voTis deciiie la figuie 
Et qiialiteb de sa montme 
Ce clioval etoit maigie et lo 
La bouolie bhnciie et 1*031! \ iron , 

Au smguliei je m’en e\]jliqiie, 

Car ce bel 031! etoit unique , 

Et meme un auteui en\ icux 
Yeut qii’il les eut peidiis tons dta\ 

Li majesle de son aliuie 
Eehaubboit encox sa %uie , 

Jamais il ne fit sant m bond 
Poui coup de gaale on d’epcion 
Cependaiit, quand lL lonclioit ttue, 
C’etoit de fa9on sx legeie 
QnaB le cbeval du Gi md Ctbai, 

(Qn’nn bon autem dit quelque 
Poui Tavoii vn Im meme a lle’ne 
A^on en pieds iaitb conime un liomp-'e, 
Et coib au\ doigts piobaDleinent) 

La tondioit moms legeicmeat 
Et eomme on \it rautie, pent ctie, 

A genonx, poui piendie son 
Celni Cl b*y mettoit foit bien, 

Poui fane desoendie le sien 
Je passe, es faismt sa pemtnie, 

Ce qu’il eut au dos d’ecoicliuie, 

Car cela se tiouvait cache 
Sous cul tout antant echoiche 
Seb cotes en biUons langees, 

Comme les teiies labonieeb 
Chaque entie-deuxfaibant canal, 
Monti oient squelette de ebevd 
Sa qneue, oinement dii deiiieie, 
Tiempoit en max chant dans Tom eie, 
Et son Maatie secouoit 
La ciotte qn’elle yiamasboil;, 

Quand au fiane talon de chaussuie, 

On I’epeion taibait injuie, 

Cai BLudibias, a\eciaison, 

Ne se chauteboit qu’un epeion 
Ayant pieuye demonstiative, 

Qn’un cote mai chant, 1 antie anive 
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To iny friend, 'William Tooie, E^q , the Editoi of ChmchiU’^ 
Poems, I am indebted for some paiticuhis, which will be new to 
the pnhhc, respecting Mi Soltau, the G-erman tianslator ot 
M-udihaSi deii\edftom las nephew, Mr William Soltan, of Clap 
ham, and also for an oppoitumty of e\amixnng a piesentation copy 
of that woik, contammg many MS altciations bj the tianslator 

Dideiich William Soltau was boin at Beigsdorf, near Ham 
buig, m Holstein, on the T5th Maicb, 1 745, and died on the 
13th Eebinaiy, 1827, aged 82, leaamg one son and three 
daughters His widow and his son aie dead. Ins daughters are 
still living at Lanstuiz, m the Hanoveiian dominions, to which 
town he letiied about 179601 1797 

nall;y settled m Bnssia is not known It is supposed that he re 
sided in the dist instance at Riga, and afteiwaids a^ent to 8t 
Peteisbuig, wheie he entered into a commercial eirgagement with 
Ml J W Amburgei, in whose house he became a pailnei, sub 
sequently joining the house of bohm and Co , with which he 
continued to be connected untif he finally left Russia altogether 
His liter 11 j lahouis appear to have been undertaken after he had 
letiied fiom the cares of business, and to have consisted chiefly of 
translations, for which he was well qualified, ha\ing, it is said, 
been peifect master of thirteen languages The first edition of 
las tianslation of JELudihas was published at Riga, m 1787, 
and a second improved edition was printed at Berlin m 1797, and 
sold by Piiedench Reichtons at Ivonigsbeig In i8oo he pro 
duced a translation of Do/i Quixote, and in 1801 of the Tales of 
Ceivanies, both published at Komgsheig In 1800 he also wiote 
a small book of tales m German, printed and sold by Prettus at 
Hamburg In 1801, he published, in eight volumes, at Bruns 
wick, a tian&lationof the Poituguese disco\eiiesm the Eist, fiom 
th^ of He Bail as In 1823 he tianslated Thomson’s 

Seasons into German, and m 1826, he rendeied Eei/nard the Fox 
from the low German into English, both of which works were pub 
lished in Brunswick He was engaged on a tianslation of Q-il 
Bias into German when he died 

The skill displa;^ ed by }/Lr Soltau m his version of Jludih as can 
not be submitted to a seveier test than h^ placing aftei the selec 
tions from Voltaire and Townley his translation of the same passage 
isTor will it suffer by the comparison In textual fidelity it has nevei 
been excelled by any German translation of an English poem It 
follows closely Butler’s language, \ ei sification, and humour, and, 
although thcie are some deviations from the strict couplet, it 
occupies exactl\ the same number of lines as the origmal — 
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i?ormat^ ^io{( imb S5iirqcrfric(^ 

(man nic^r ane) auf^ bottojlc jliCij, 
aU €ttct, 0tbuhft^, Suii^t unb ganf 
bic ^eutc, (lib ju raufen, 
unb f^lugcn (t!$ n>ie toll unb bumm 
fut %xm SKciigion ()erum, 
me fur bte digfte ©affcn^ur’, 
auf bcicn ^l)xz jebci fcfctuuc 
unb fannte fie boib feinet nut, 
aIsS jeber ^faff fern ^atijelmcb 
^att 2:rDmmclftoc!’' nut Sduftcn f6tug, 
unb (£»angeIienttompetet 
bic 2angobifcbaat mu (autem 
jufammcnbliefen m ben ©traug, 
ba feOg auc^ unfcc !Rittet au6 f 

©etn ^nfcl)n mar 2)tang unb S'rafr, 
em mabrct ©piegcl bet 9?uteri6aft, 
bet me gebeugt ^ein fteifc^ Snie 
uor ctrDa'=» anbci^, al^ ^Ib^ralerie, 
unb feinen anbetn ©d)lag pertiug, 
aB ben, ber i^n jum SKitrer fcblug 
ein Sbntg alter irrenben fritter 
unb Stieben^rubter, em mabrer gmite 
s?om Jpclben in Stmnier unb ©treir, 
unb SBeifen in Uitbeil unb Sefibeib, 
gtcid) grog auf femer 3licbterbanf, 
unb menn cr auf fein ^og g6 icbmang 
^rieg obet Suebe golt ibm gleicb, 
fo mic bte Sffiaffcrmau^ sugleicb 
m ©6euncn mol)nr unb aucb im $teicb 
^ie( unirer ^utor'n jmcifeln ^mac 
ob er mebr Hug, or tapfer mar 
X)ex eine bd(t bte^, bcr anbrc hai, 
bocb att’ i\)x §anf ijl mol nut ©pag, 

* MS alteration bv tbe Translator— an Siommcl ©tatt 
f MS alteration by the Translator— 

gum Sill {fin bluicn, iitt 0ir £icU) 
aur0 6iI;mabionicicn jmt gUb 
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benn ukmoc; fern ipirn 

bie ^utb cm balbc^ (5>crftcnforn 
5Jict ibn flit cm “^iGeifscug gar, 
ba^ 0d)clmc btaiicben, unb bcigt cm ‘^att 
^T^ontaqnc mit fcinci ^a^c fpicltc, 
unb flagr, bag ftc fiii^n 4>tcf t^n fjicUc, 
ba mcinen mete, fic ba^ 
nocb ebet gebadbt t^ott ^ubtbrag 
tfl bet ^'^amc, ben unfet jpetb 
ttet^ untet fcin Cartel qcjleltt ) 
iDod) bic fo benfen, itren ficb , 
ct mat fein ^mlct jicbcttid) 

$[Bat)t fo tetd) an SBtf? cr mar, <', 
fo biclt er ibn bennn6 fo rat, 
aB mdt’^ ibm tcib, ibn abaiUtagen, 
babet ct nut an 5^b<^^tagcn 
unb fo, mic cincn feincn 0cbmuc!, 
fern €lucnttein “Bib p ^^^arfre trug 
^an mcig amJb, bag ct (5)uccbif'.b f^^tacb, 
fo tcicbt, tme Olaben hdcb^cn am ^acb,^ 
imb tme 5tctftctn im ‘^rcinScrg fibrc^’n, 
flog ibm tom ?0^aute fcin farcin 
rbcitte t>on bieicm Ucberflug 
aucb bet^Ud) getn ben ^tmen aug, 
unb tbciUc bem am mcigcn mtt, 
bet gans an bcibcn ^)langet htt 
^on atten bcbtd’fcben ‘©utjetmorten, 
bie getn gcbcbb^u an bunen Orten, 
baft^ et fo t)ictc aufgcmutjtt, 
bag man tbn fur bcjcbnittcn bictt, 

(fann aucb mot ft^n, btnn uberatt 
ifl manebet (Tptij! in gteubun Suit 
(St mat ein fcinct ^ogifet 
unb ticfct ^Inatbtifct, 
cr untetfcbicb unb tbeitt’ cm ipaar, 
ba^ amifcbcn 0ub unb ©ubrnefi mat, 
batubet ct Hritf unb gegenjlrur, 
unb ma^ et bebauptet, mtebet bcj^citt, 
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unb €udE> mit tlam S^btufTcn Schmc^ 
cm 0tro^n5iid) km golbne^ 
cm 2oib fcnn’ abet tt'obt cm 0a)tt'Cin, 
cm tcijte^ ^alb cm Dtatb^ben fcpn, 

Slabcn OSormimbetj (^dnfc 3^vtlbfcr, 
cm 0cbaaf ^D^dcen, cm ^angobr ©icbfct 
0icb m 0cbulben ju bi^nitircn 
unb nMcbet \)nau^ ju rdfonnitcit 
burcb 0 ^(lo 3 ifm unb lokbc 0d>h(^)*, 
fo ijerpanb ct meittetU6 
Sum 3fleben bffnete et faum 
ba^ ?0^nut, bag nicbt cm Slro^u^ !am, 
unb ©preibcn ibn bet Ji^ujtcn, 

obit ct blicb gat flchn, io mu^ten 
3flcgctn in fcbmetcn Sottcn jcigcn, 
roarum cr buj^tn miigt’, ot icbtncigcn 
©onft, gtiff ct fi6 gleicb mdibtig an, 
fptacb ct fa|l tnic cm anbtci ?i)hnn, 
bcnn a(Ie SRcbnct^tcgeln fonneti 
nubt^ kbtcn, at^ ibt SBcrfaCug ncnnen 
Mem fo oft ct funjlficb ipraib, 
an bobtm Xon ibm’^ ntcbr gcbracb , 
cm babploniicf) ^Ttancbcrtcp 
c*on 0cbnln)i5 unb ‘^cbantercp 
mat cm bimtgcjcbccfrc«J ^Ictb 
t>on 0ptad)cn alt= unb ncuct Seit, 
dngklcb mit 3Rcutcr(rttem bejc^t, 
unb grtcdb'icbc f lunhtn bran gcfc^t, 
folcb btodigic^ tcrttotrne^ ^cug, 
al^ fptdcb' ct brcpcticp ^iigleicb, 
mandbct ^D^tann ^lelu fui bas ©c^^abbet 
tion brcp ^anbmcrf^gefcttcn au^ Soabel, 
obct flit cinc f uppci 0ptacbcn 
au^ <jctbctu^ brcpfacbcm Siacbcn 
JDicfcn 6t^)a^ fpcnbttt' ct fo ftcp, 
al^ ob hei gat !cm €nbe fc^, 
unb ftcpUd) fc^It’^ ibm nicbt an 2Sottcn, 
batt’ i^tct gnug an alien Orten, 

15-2 
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benn et mimst’ «nb iJctfdiKbte (le 
init ober obne unb , 
btum maren fic oft 10 fcbkcbt unb ^art, 
bag fein ^rokctj!ein funben marb, 
batan man ftc nerjuthct barre, 
bocb a^cnn ec (aut unb bcfttg rcbtc, 
fo mcrft’ ei aucb bet Bcbnte nubt, 
fonbctn nabm ftc fiic ooli unb debt* 

3d) mette, bet iKcbnct, bet urn tcin 
ju reben ba^ ootl Siefeljletn’ 
flopfte, bntt" getn fern bnlbc^ ^cSen 
fut unfet^ 3littct^ S'unft ge^eben 
?0Rebi <5mfi6t in bte ?i]Reg!unjl 
a{^ 3:^cbo ^^tab^ unb (Itta ^atet, 
ct mag butd) ^ogatitbmen [ibiet 
ben 3nbnU ganjet ^annen 25iet, 
butd) 0inu^ unb A^angen^ ct eitoog, 
oB 56iob unb 25uttet ticbtig roog, 
unb butcb 5Itgebra gibct mugt’, 
tctiel bie ^locfc fdblagcn mugt’ 

£t mat cm Kuge** ^bdofopb> 
batt’ jeben Jtijct imb ©loff’ im S'opf, 
ncrjlanb butd) ^lauben fcftigticb, 
ma^ bet abjltaftfie ^utot gtb 
notbemonjititt’, fut jebcjS m a turn 
batr’ er cucbgleicb ein hdftig b a turn 
SJn SBotten unb ^amen mat ei rcicbet, 
al^ oictstg anbere, obgleub ct 
foicbe be^ mandbet ^etcgcnbcit, 
oft tc6t, nodb bftet Unbelt, 
balb bem, ba(b jencm IDinge anpagt\ 
ba^ benn oft ©i^fcrftanb oetanlagt. 
iDenn feme 56cgtijfe fcbicften ficb 
Su jcbet 0acf)e fo munbetheb, 
bag ibm^ (mte oietcn meifcn Seuten) 
oft febmet get, ftc fc tbg teegt ju beaten 
(£t rebUftitt^ (5ucb Ens ad actum, 
unb unterfuebte buteb^ abstractum, 
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tt>Dkn Sffenj unb Huibbitat, 
me^n au^ teinem Impct gc^t, 

TOO m $erion ju tebn, 

uue am ^orbpol gefiornc 

mupt’ aucf), tiJa^ tfl, unb bbbtc 
me cm metaph)fucbet ©cbtr 
0tarf rriat er in Scholasticis, 
true Doctor irrefragabilis, 
cm smelter 2:t)omabj unb um un^ 
gans fuii su faffen, cm 2)utt4, 

tnac alien aubern uberlcgen 
in ^Romtnal unb 9\ealaegen, 
benn ci Stride t?on 0anb, to tcu, 
al^ bet gelabufte ©otbonmft, 
fount’ feme Spinncn^eben flndcn, 
um fol6c 0cf)abel au^jujibmuden, 
bie, tt*cnn bet 5)bnb i^oU i\t unb umb, 
ftet^ lebtg ju tctmict^cn tmb, 
febtoece §iteifel ereegen, 
unb fic bann ftracfb mibcrltgen, 
al^ menn bie 2:b^oloctie ben ^unb 
fid) t)olen miigi’, um fi6 jU fra^en, 
obet mit gmeifeln fi<4> jcite^en, 
blo^ ^um iBcmet^, mie Icicbt fie’^ ftnb’r, 
bie Glauben^munbcn o^n’ 55ctn>cilen, 

(mie bie ^atftfdttepei) aiijubcilcn, 
boeb ficbi ^ 

bleiben tiefe ^larben natb 
JDann pflegt’ cc aucb born barren m llbcn, 
in toclcbcm G>tttb ct la^, ^u reben, 
unb fe^t ibn, mie ttaf, jentcit^ 
bc^ ^onbe^ unb aucf) mol bie(feiti»» 

5lbam cinj! im 5liaum gebaebt, 
dU li) in etnet ©ommernaebt 
fein ^eiblein au^ bet 6eite frc4>, 
ob 0atan bocbteuitcb mit i^t fprnc^, 
ob (Ena cincn ^abel ^au% 
toet suerft ‘iJlotcn ^ammetn t^ar, 
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d 1) bie 0c{>lange mc^t a(^ jtpet; ^Bcine 
t'Oi bcm Salt ober feme, 
ba^ alle^ fount’ ct, obn’ ju fi()Ien, 

Suii) an ben Singcrn b^^rerjablcn 

^ueb n>at tcin (5)laiibc funem SCBiflfcn 
unb in adtm angeineffen 
Sin Prenget ^re^bt)tertanet, 
bee aKe tfen, ijlen, unb aner 
fa arg er’^ nut t>crmoibte, neeft’ 

0tet^ bautc bitfe ftienc^c 0eft’, 
acbte Ecclesii militans, 
auf biejcn 6runbte]it ©cbmetb unb ^an^’, 
0tc cntlibicb jcbe (btaubenble^ic 
burcb unfebtbare Scueircbie, 
pfTegfe mit apoflolifii^en ‘‘Diugeln 
ein jebe^Sanon lu mfte^eln, 
nannt’ Sifameib unb unb gcrflorung 
i?o[tfonimne 23efebumq, 
bie man me gans t?ol{enbcn fann, 
fonbern fangr fJetb i>on neuem a a, 
aU ob man an ben G>laubenslebien 
t^et^ ^ flicfen mu^i’ obn’ aufsuboien 
2)ie!5 53olf(ein, be(fen Jpaligfeir 
m m6t^ bejlebt al^ panf unb 0tretr, 
babert mit cucb urn bie^ unb bas^ 
unb finbet 5et;t obn’ Unteilag 
<^e fmb t?oll 0pUen, unb fnuircn unb blajfen 
mie toUc ^unbe unb franfe ’iJlffen, 
batten 0abbatb mit ml mebr Jteig 
tJcrfcbtt, af^ mit natb teebtet 9Beii% 
»erbammen ^aftet, bic lie b^ffen, 
urn lb ten 2upen ben S^nm ^u laflTen, 
jtnb fo argerlicb unb rerbrojfcn, 
al5» bicnten fie @ort nui ^um '$o(fen, 
mao beutc ibte $uft cntflaminr 
mitb ?0totgen a[^ profan terbammt. 


* MS alteration bj the Translator— foct 
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fa gcrn (te it)un frc^cn Men 
aU cm crfute, 

fo mcrbcn fic’^ fuc (jotrlo^ batten, 
mm anbtc auii) naJ) SBillhiijt fct>atten 
IDrum j^anfen (le oft o^ne 
mit i^rem eignen 3:utrcibtobr, 
lantern 0panferfct, (bm\ unb ^afcn, 
unb 2lpfel!i’cben, buec^ btc Platen 
giRo^ammeb^ ^poftel cm ^fet mar, 
bcr3tci6en ban’ and-) biefc ^abr , 
it)r voat bcr SRitrer an ^crllanb, 

‘iHeigung, unb \o jUgtmanbt, 
aU mar’ Uin (2)taube unb lein (5)cmijrcn 
blog Xpeu^elci; unb ‘DlaitenimiTtn 
00 mar ci begabt unb an^ctban, 
mil mebnen an icinem inmcnbigcn ^Hann 
5?on feincr aufierltcben ^^er1on 
fott, ma^ fob:it, ducb ^l^clbung tbim 
0cm 5S3ii|, p mic \em maib 
gcjicit t?on cmem ^upfcrbait, 
ben bielt an garb unb Sujcbnitt fag cm 
jcber bipm erften ^^Uef fur’n ^Dadjgem 
S)cr Obertbcii mar motfenbtau, 
bcr Untcrtbeit oranjib’ unb graii 
2)ieb tancjbet)aartc ^l^cteoi 
flellt’ at^ cm gragfubei nor, 
bag ^ron, unb Ovegiment 

balb tcicf)tcn an t^r te^reg €nb’, 
unb prop^ejept’ mit mpgii^er 0:patbc 
ftef) fcibg fern ^rab, unb aucf> btm oraatc 
SBic 0amfon^ ^aar^opf, mar’^ gemad}t 
bag cm 53otf tn4> Unglaif btj^ebt, 
unb foltt’ in fetnen cignca 3flum 
^otf unb 0taat^!brpci mit ftcf> jicbn 
mar (mic ^^drtc in ^Itontbcn Oibtn) 
butcb cm ^ctubb erbaltcn morben, 
nicbt mmber drgcilui) unb febmer 
aU ba^ (2)c[ubb bcr ^3raun!urtlci 
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fottte (td) t^crfidqtn, ^affen, 
bcfpe^en, brennen, mb maitern Ia(fen, 
Qtcicb fcinern fiicngcn (Signer, bot’^ 
bem san^en sotnigen 0rciatc Jlroi?, 
fo lang ba^ ^ mn he^ 3 ^ittcrg jcbmucCf 
voaxb gebubclt unb gcaUMcft, 
bt^ bie ceibagte ^D^onaiibte 
bepm 25 Iode beugt’ ^nic , 

^arn trji t^anb ifem be»or Kin Sad 
burd) be^ idalbter^ gelUdrfren (£tal)f, 
ein Ocfec bcm gefadnen 0taar, 
basu^^ bet Dlitrer gtmbmet 
^le “^parKn b<5ttcn in ibrin G>Ln)cben 
be^ fdarte^ unb be^ ©taatci? 2eben 
fo funftUcb mit einanbcr i?eifponnen, 
nicbt Be»t nodi §ufa[l fount’ fic tiennen 
bt^ jpain mtt emem ©icbelflteid) 
toegmdbre 5 dart unb ^onigreich 
00 maebt’ 2)ofror Saljafot, 
bet ^afen au^ St^brinann^s ^intern fibnitt, 
bte tpmpatbetfd>e "ORafe flcbie 
fo (ang\ a(:tf % — , tbr ^arer, (ebte, 
unb flredr^ bet Jubtmann ben ini> ^rab, 
fo jief bie “iy^nfe glenbfud^ cib 

X)cn miibtigen ^erg auf feinem SKiidea 
fcBien eigne ^aft 511 ^Soben ju biudcn , 

!t)enn ane 5 lenca^ leinen 25 oret 

^u dp a if buub^ fo bet 

SKitrer eincn nicbt Heinetn "^iacfLn 

»on ctgnen 0ibmfen auf bem ^"^aefen, 

bet ibm, au^ Mangel an 0ibit^an5iieni, gar 

bi^ iiber^n ^opf^geaaibfen aat 

gum ^egengeroicbt bmg ootne bet 

ein SB an ft, bei roar nubt mtnbet fdioei, 

ben unfet Siittet ODubibta^ 

aob( anjufuKcn me mgag 

mit SSutretmddb unb 2ebetaur(f, 

^anjen, unb folcbci ^au^mannsSfojf, 
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m^on nod) tict ju fagcn 
fobalb i?on joiner <5pcifefijV, 
ben '^tuberi)ofcn, bie 3\ebc mirb, 
nDD'*in ct funcn Jraf oetma^rt 
53on SSujfelbfeK roac |eine , 
ntd)t ftid)feit, abec ptu^clfefl, 
bcnn 0trcube, bie ben EKuden blauen, 
that ipnbibra^ am metften tmeuen 

X)te ^lubct^oien non aorrtgn Soflen, 

{)att’ ^bnig ^etua im ^a^er not SBuden 
fo gut gefannt, ba^ manebet urr 
unb mepnr, fie ^aircn tbm geburt 
Snmenb^g maien fic no%ftaat 
nnt ^Immunition, an S5iobt, 

0pcd, ^db, unb (cm (^cnd)t 

ba^ fid) fuc blutige ^elbcn td)idt), 
iDenn, mu gejavgr, 0ir ^ubibra^ 
trug in ben jpoftn immcr Zxa^ 

2)iuin jog nid)t H’ltcn tKatc unb 'D'^aug 
ba()in jum S^i^uiduren au^, 
t^at er nun non llnj6td)t bic ^anb 
tn^ ^Ikgajin, jo mtberftanb 
bet fleinc Semb mU nudem 0)iutb 
unb foibt nicbt jeken bi^ auf^ ibhit, 
bt^ it)n bet 3fiittct init 0eaa(t 
nertneb aim jetnem Winter bait 
gmar mand)e jbe^n in ben ©ebanfen 
ba$ treenbe diitttc nicbt a^en, no^b iranfcn , 
bcnn, roenn (le mandien Stag bueeb BujUn 
unb bbc ^dnber aie^tn mugicn, 
mo iiberall nidtig (bag id) mupt) 
au beijTen or ju breeben i|l , 
mo fie ba nicbr gegraiet 1;)axx, 
fo mcif man nicbt ma^ |ie getbcin 
iDaber bcit mancbec Ud gefagt, 
fie lebten nut non 55hit unb 0d)(ad)r, 

3ft abet falfcb 2)enn Irtbur trug 
cm runb S:i|cbb(att unb XafcUucb, 
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unb mnn bic SRittct i^)r j?elbcnma()l 
t)et j,e^i ten m Slonicj ^rr^ur^ 0aaf, 

503 et fern J^emb nmbum b^rau^ 
sum 2:afelmib it)rem 0Lbmau!^ 

^tel ftreiten, fein Zi]d) gett)efen, 
fonbern ein giop ^aai ^(ubcrf)Oicn; 
in benen ftib ftet^ ^rot?ianr 
tiic Arthur unb bie Slitter fanb, 
a'ienn fte bic Sluflancj r»on fid) lecjten, 
unb S^Uttag- obci S'^atbtmal;! pfl<J3ten 
IDocb, cb’ anr un^ (ane riel Slutoten) 
baruber jU treit rom giet reiUeren, 
fo laffen ant ba^ licber fc^n, 
unb ienfen ^urtig wieber em 

X)e^ Slittei^ Gcbaunb, em miibti^ 0incj, 
il)m bibt am tapfeiu Xpetjcn Ijin^ , 

1) ai f)oble (5)cfag mar jum ^efcd)t 
unb ©uppcntellcr gleitb gerecbt , 

C£r pfTe^t^ aud) ^u^eln brinn ju en 
urn Seinb' unb Xpul)ner tobt ju 
unb bicfen mar ber Jpelb fo gram, 
bag fein^ ron i^m Oaiartier be!am 

2) ie ^ linge mar S:olebo- ddM, 
xoftig (au^ S}Zan^el an ^efubO 

unb l;atf fni SlBut^ ftcb ftlblt jcrfrelfen, 
a'eil fte 10 lange ftitl gc^ffen 
2)ic /rommc 0d)cibe, morin (te mobnt^ 
bart’ ibic S}^orbfucbt nicbt mubont, 
fte ^atrc fd)on einc 0panne lang 
bian abgenagt, fur lautcr 2)iang 
unb Unmutl), bap man fie gleub ftngen 
ST^emmen Slnrfti| nicbt Ueg aeigcn 
0onft b«tre fte ibre ^ubnbcit |d)on 
bet; mancber (^]ie!imon, 

Slrrcf!, unb anbern ^ntiepufen, 
mit mabrcm ^dfcbcrsmutb bemiejen, 
^cfangenc unb ^eiite gemacbt, 
aud[) manc^en in btc gluibt gejagt 
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Cfin SDotc^ be^ 0arra^ ‘»Pac^e iiDar, 
ber voat nur flem fuc leine 3abi , 
brum er it)m \o aufjuttcirtcn, 
n>ic Sneers’ auf tbie Olutec marten 
mar em flcinei> flcigigiS ^ing, 
jum S^ebten mic aiit %xUit fTinf , 
ftad) iTtand)en “^Bantt, biaib mantben ^opf, 
fcbnitt ^^robt unb Hbtaptc, mandin Itopf, 
brief unb 0ped fur g}idu]ctallen, 

unb that eucb atle^ ju (ii>efa((cn, 

<3ii)u^c pu^jim, ^Ojieffei me^cn, 
unb ^noMaueb obir pmicbcln fe^en 
(Sin 55 |^uer, bem^jJ rorbin gebicnt, 
batt^ an bie^ unb mebr gemunnt, 
bem tief meq (mic manebu ^)]knrt 
au^ gleicbvMn 5 lntrieb jungfl getban) 
gmcp alte ‘'puffer maien geffopfr 
in ^alftcrn an bem ©attcUnepf, 
nebft folcbem 3 lcjt ron piorianr, 
ber md}t ptai? in ben ^oKn fanb 
JDaber flng bas^ ‘pijtolcnftblog 
bepm Surafcbiren manihc 9 }^au^, 
bie fid), fo balb ber X?al)n gefpannt 
mar, plebUcb in ber ga((e fanb 
SDrum fte bcb ber madre ^etb 
gur ^]^acbr btpm ^?oien ©peicher 
urn alien X)iel>en auf mer gu^en 
unb t^mepen ben guBang au rcrid)licgen 
^{\o gcruftu M 

t'om jpeerb |)inaui> in^ gclb, 
tiacbbem cr fut) mir unb 5}lad)t 
jimbrberft m ben ©attel brai)t/* 

(Sr l)atre cinen ©tegreif nur 
an feinem ©artel, unb ber mar 
fo furi geKbnallf, ba$ iljm mU 30iul)'* 
crreicbte f eme beip'iatc ge^ 

MS alteration by the Translator— 

Piur cincn ©nsutr baft her X'db 
0111 6attelr 10 fuis atii ovidinoar, 

bag il)n nid)l obne 3)iui/ unt) Bcf) 
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S^tauf ei an unb fltcbt^ unb feuc^te, 
bi^ et bie 0attetipaui6’ ettei'btc, 
nnb fihmang fitb gludtiJ) in bm 0t§ , 
adcin et mit \ol\i)et 
bag i^n fein eigenc^ (5)emuht 
fap: nneber bt'iabmarf , aumn et ntcbt 

^yid[)n’ unb 0cbacif crgrijftn ^drt’, 
he ct flat! 3autrt oft braiuten that 
JDa mt ben ^)elben benttcn fe^n, 
fo fttemt fiibg, cb^ umc n^itei gcbn, 
au(^ etaa^ 5?on bem iU lagen, 

baiD im]ern rapfein ^najl getra^en 
^Der (5)au( mat b^cb S'^C'b ^nodbea 
nut aetibem 5)taul unb gldicrn^n Bingen, 
(^ug’ aottt’ ich fagen, et batr’ nui etn^, 
unb mancbec mcint gar, cr butte fetn^) 

€r tX)at geborfam, ftomm unb ftdr, 

ging tnit tael <^rnft unb 9)kjejtdt, 

unb (lef ror ^ert^ imb ©porn nicbt mcbr, 

all? ein gepeitfibrei ©paniet 

aar aber fo feurig, bag er fprang 

unb lecft^ ben gan^en 53£eg entlang, 

al^ fcbuu^ cr fi6, mit alien ^icien 

ben barter SSobtn ju beiub>-cn 

©elbfl €d)ai^ Q>aul, ron bem anr anffen, 

bag cr bat ^uncraugcn an’n Siigen 

gcbabt, trat gegen tbn noth bau, 

unb aar ron ^uf nicbt balb fo ^act* 

3a, fo axe jcncr nicbeifniet' 
fo oft fein ^^cuttr ibn bcfcbutt, 
fo mar ©ir ^ubibrab lein 0aut 
ibn abjufe^en^ucb nicbt faul 
gmar batt’ cr etma^ ^cbei ocilobun, 
bocb lobnt fiJb^ faum, c^ betubren, 
bcnn ba^ bebedt bc^ SRutcr^ (befdg 
ba^ nod; mobl bag ^erfcbunben ma^ * 

^ IMS alteration by the Translator — 
bcnn but bcbvdftc 5Subi6ra§ 
nut bat, 3 ciia)unbcncm (bcrag 
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JDie button 3libkn fa^en f)odf>, 

_ UMC Sutd)en, bio et iclbjl fonji 503, 
unb etne tufc 3itnne 
je saui^en ja^ccn <Bein Bac^el bing, 
im ^d 4 rcomit et urn fiiB fpru$re, 
menn i^n be^ Oliiter^ (Spornfug ri^re, 
obet bet imbeftdMte tcbtug 
benn etnen (Spotn bet nut tru^ , 
j^^rabt mem @aut nut an etnct (Seu’,’ 

(bacbt^ et) „bte anbre mu|j n>oI mu ^ 

Theie are no othei complete tr'mslationb ot S’ucLhv^ 
Several attempts M-ve been mide to rende-* sliorfc p istsages ami 
couplets into Xjatm tkc most buccesstul of wliicli the foUo\Miig 
adniiable version by Cbiistopber Smut of the first eighty lines 
of the opening, heie comprised in ninety one — * 

Cum aisit oi\ica phienesis 
Pacis hommibus peitiesis, 

Nee cuiquam nota iud causa 
Tam dll a qiiis pioduxit ausa 
Cum tiistes UJE et tmoies 
Multum eliceient cmoiis, 

Et velut qui sunt mente cipti 
Pise ineio 11 e paiiim apti 
Sic hi pugnabant, dum pro more 
Eeligio quisque est in ore 
Hanc coluit quisque nomen tenus 
Sed nemo novit quodnam genus. 

Cum pi *1000 alta e te^tudinc, 

Auiita stante multitudine, 

Hanc dedit exhoitationem, 

Ut to\ eant seditionem, 

Et manu tusum ecclesiastica, 

PuImi 11 movit VI elabtita. 

Tunc ivit foiab nostei Itfeios 
TJt vinceiet gigantes teios 
Aspectum si quis obseiiaiet, 

Hunc floiem equitum puaiet 
Nana nusquam genufie\um dedit, 

Nisi cum titulum accepit, 

Onginallv published m The ^tiuhnt^ 01 Ojcfoid and Camhndge 
Miscellany, 1750, to winch Thornton and Colman wcie contributors. 
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!N’ec ictum -pq-aa tulit mente. 

Nisi ab lionoiaiio ente, 

Duplicem sc wit iisuni ckaitde, 

Tanta utnullus aliei aite 
Meicuiio doctus tarn c|uam marte 
Claius in bello, in pace quoqne, 

Et jme Caesai ex ntiocpie, 

Ric victum SOI ices nt feiunt, 

Utioqne elemento qucBiunt, 

Sedmultus authoi litem geiat 
An foitioi, an piudeniiox eiat, 

Hi illud, illi hoc defendant, 

Sed licet aciitei contcndant, 

Tam pan a fiiit difieientia, 

Yix et ne vix vicit piudentia, 

Hinc hibueiunt ilium multi, 

Aptum pel fungi \ice stulti, 

Nam SIC Montagnus vac ms otio, 
Ommque li])ei a ncgotio, 

Dum lusit mollitci cum fele, 

Eudisse feitui hoc quei ela?, 

‘ Quis scit qum felis hsec (pi oh focinus’) 
Si putat put it, quod sum asmus * 

Sed quid nielieicule censeiet, 
Thiasonem nostium si videiet, 

(Nam feic se nobtei appcllavit, 

111 inn tern si quis piovocnit) 

Sed bic qui putant, putint male, 

Nam nObtei ei it nihil t ilc. 

Quid si ingenio luit lautub, 

De usu fuit pciquim c'lutub, 

Peiiaio quidem secum iciat 
Nam metmt ne foisan teiat. 

Sic multi pictas induuiii \ebtes, 

Non nibi in diebus lestis 
Pimteie^ Giscce bene scivit, 

Sed nemo eum eiudivit 
Sic facultate nituiali, 

Giumtum laciunt poicelli, 

Latine nemo sew it mchub, 

Vix aves concinunt lacilius, 

Utioqne dues cinque egeno 
Dilfudit copiam coinu pleno, 
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Hebiseas etiam ladices. 

In solo steiili feliee^ 

Tot habnit ut pleiiqiie euni 
Cui turn Cl edidei ent J udTuni, 

Et foisaii fint Yeneiis eigo, 

Jndsenb factns a Chum go 
In logica emnnctjB nans. 

In anilytica pneclaius 
Ingenio fnit tarn snbtili 
Ditaceineitt nt sitnm pili, 

Et SI qua hoi a disput net. 

Cm piiti magis mJmaiet, 

Utiamque tueietui qnaquc 
^Af&iniat, mo\ infiimat 'nque, 

‘^Ostendit cum suscepit litem, 

Quod vii et eqiiub non sunt idem, 

Avem non e&se hiiteonem 
Et esse sati ipain hubonem, 

Et anseies justioiaiiOb 
Coiniceb fidei commibsaiios, 

Debeiet dibputatione 
Et solveiet solutione 
Hsec omnia faceiet et plma, 

Peifecto modo et figma 

The introduction of a tiiplefc is the only in tried deviation fiom 
the oiiginal in this accuitte tersion Tlieie is not a single 
triplet Siroughout the whole of Butlei’s poems, ifvith the excep 
tion of the \eises on Avance 

The following somnolent -verses are attiihuted to Dr Harmer, 
Professor of Gieek at Oxford towaids the hcginmng of the 
eighteenth century’^ The} may he added as eximplts oi that 
laborious style of paraphrase, in which the spirit of an author is 
sacrificed to the pedantry of his translatoi — 

Sic adscititios nasos de dune toiosi 
Yectons, docta seemt Tahaco^us Aite 
Qui potueie parem diuando jequaie Paientem 
At postquam fato Clunib computiuxt ipbUin 
Una sympathicum ca?pit tabesceie Eobtrunif 
Sic Legum inystm, ne fois in Pax toict, Uisam 
Inter fuiantem sese, Act oiemque Hol osbum, 

These specimens are taken from tlie Lift pahh^hed m i ^ lo 
\ * So learned 1 aliacotius, ^ ol i p 55, 1 
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PauciLus injicmnt clavos dentisqne refignnt, 
Luctantesque cane& co\.ib, femoiibqne levellunt 
Eiioieb justasque moi xb obtendeie ceitis, 
Judiciumqiie piius levocare ut pioisus iniqmim 
Tandem post aliquod bieve lespiixmen utiinque, 
Ut pngnas iteient, ciebiis hoxtatibus nigent 
Eja^ agite 6 cxveb, iteiumque m piselia tiadunt 
Sic Hypocondiiacis inclnsa meatibus Aura 
Deshnet in ciepitnm si feitui piona pei alvum, 
Sed SI snmma petat, montibq imaseiit aicem, 
Divmus fuioi ebt, et con&cia Elamma futnii f 


VOL I 

POKl BAITS or BTJTLEK 

Page 35 — The refeience hero rn'idc to a portiait at the Bodleian, 
ascribed to Gerard Soest, oi, as sometimes written, Zoest, requites to 
be coriected and cxplnmed The catalogue of the gallery assigns the 
picture to Sn Petei Ldy The authorities at the Bodleian aie unable 
to supply any detailed infoimation on the subject, and all I could learn 
concerning it was that it came from Sir Godfiey Kiieller as the pio- 
duction of Lely The authenticity of this pictuie was nevei called 
into question until 1849, when Mr Faiiai obtained possession of a 
poitiait of Butlei, which foimeilj belonged to Miss Bushout, of "VVan- 
stead, and which had been gencially attributed to Lely Mr Faiiar, 
howe-ver, upon an e^srammation of the printing, pronounced it to be the 
work of Soest and sold it undei that name to Sii Kobeit Peel llus 
isj the portrait now at Diajtoii Some contioversy having arisen about 
it Mr Farrar asserted that the poiti nit in the Bodleian, attributed to 
Lely is nothing more thanapooi copj ofthc pictui ew Inch, unsuppoi ted 
by eAtcinal evidence, he confidentl> I'-cnbed to Soest This statement 
was contro\<f‘ited at the time bj Mr G Vertue, junr , who mamtained 
that the portrait in the Bodleian was pioperly attiibuted to Lelj ,that 
an engra\ing of it by Van Somei, who lircd 1x1 the reign of James If , 
confirms the fact, and. that the pictuie sold to Sir Robert Peel, as 
ha\ing been painted by Soest, is only a contempoi iry copy, 01 dupli- 
cate of that in the Bodleian In leplv to these statements Mi Faiiar 
denied that there was any portrnt of Eutlei by Lelv, and rejected the 
evidence of the engiarii^ on the gioimd tint it was a Iraudulcnt 
plate oiigmally picsentmg the head ol Loid Giey (liom a painting 
said to be by Lely), which was sciatched out, and Butlei ’s inseited m 
Its place So far as the weight of testimony goes in this contioversy 
it would seem to be altogethei against Mi Fairars assertion, that the 
Bodleian portrait is a copy, an assumption which is haidly of sufiicient 
validity to set aside the authoiity of Sir Godfrej Knelier 

* ‘ So law yers, lest the hear defendant,’ &c — p 89 , 1 9, 
t * As wind in the hypocondres pent, Ac — Vol 11 p 43, 1 7 
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While mahmg inomneb upon the tulyect at Oxford Idi^co^end 
another poi trait of Butler, ivhich hais hitherto ejsciptd noacc litofn- 
ther It lb a bmall portrait in distemper apparentlj oi an earl^ d itt 
a fationg likeness, a nionogrinx iihich, is yet, I have been un bk 
to identif> Nothing ib known ibout it at the Bodleian It came 
with some mibCelUncoub “ lu nber, was consigned to an oh cure 
coinei and never lUbCited in tnc catalogue a neglect which, I tru'-t, 
will be lieie iftei itpaiicd, and some edorts made to trace the hi'^tory 
of the pictmc 

lo the li-'t of portnitb alieady gntn luij be added another fornicrh 
in the gallerj of the Duke of ilailboiough it hitckniaht^, and c ita-* 
logued theie as the woik ot Sii Peter Lelv Ih b portr iit rtprcseiits 
Lutlei in nndie&b without i wig in flowing hiir , the face full, with a 
double chin tw o oi tlnee IrecUtb or waitb on the leitcluek bone ard 
foiehead the eves and torehcad v er> hnt. in«l tuH of intellect It is 
now in the pobbcb'^ion ot a geuLleman rc'.idinj, at Shiienewton, Cliep 
stow 


rLlLERfa AXJTOORAPH 

Page a5, note The tollowmgib a fic mule of one of the tran 
sciiptioiib bj Butlei in his eominunpUce book of Otwa) a wcii known 
couplet 
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VOL II 

OLD MCK 

Page no, note % — ‘The 'tvritmg'? of 'Womius, Kalm Migimsen, 
Grimm Ruhe, Ac , mfoim Ub that all over the north a demon hearing 
thib designation, sligl tlj modihcd by dialectic \aiiitions, is commonly 
acknowledged He is the Anglo-Saxon A'acer Dan Node, ov Nolle 
(Nikke) , Swedish Ned ^ Ned en (‘ gubdem significationis,’ as Emu 
Magnusen ohser^ eb, ‘ ut et Angloi um Nid — Old Nick , Belgarum, 

— qui jam nunc diaholum indicant’) Piiim^h Nceli, Esthonian 
Noikt Scotch Nidneven^ Geiman Nichs^ Nid s Nicl e the Nilai of 
the people of the Feiocs, and the Nidtl of those of llugcn ’ — Notes 
and Quints, xii zz^ The same wiitei Mr William Mathews, traces 
the other fimiliii names, Old Sciatch and Old Il^j^ny, to a similar 
source — ^ Sreaf Sclirat, Sdi atil oi S< lu ell thUf i home, oi wood demon 
of the ancient noith , and the Sc xndin avian Bai i, and IIu ra (identical 
with theGciman Hen and neailj so with Baal, oi Bdl m Beelzebub) 
which titles of Han and iJcj > <z, as m the case of Huilar ov Nidar, 
were appellatia es of Odin ’ 


BY HOOK OR CROOK 

Page i58, note t — The origin of this phiase is traced to an old 
forest custom Persons, says a wiitei in Notes and Querns, entitled to 
fuel in the king’s foiest were only authorised to take it of the dead 
wood or branches, ‘ with a cart, a hook, and a ciook ’ — i idS Nume- 
rous claims tor fuel wood in the leigns of Chailcs I and II are pie 
scived at the lower and Chaptci House In Hitchins and Drewe’s 
JHistory of CoQ mrall a monstious gianite cross, called the Piioi s Cioss, is 
described with the figiues of a hook and ciook cut on it, m memory of 
the privilege granted by the Piior to the poor of Bodmin, for gathering 
for fire-boot, and house boot such boughs and blanches in the contigu- 
ous wood of Dunmere as they could lexch with a hook and crook, 
without further damage to the tiees — N and Q ii 78 Allusions to 
the phrase occui so far back as the middle of the i6th century 
* Whatsoever is pleasant or profitable must be theirs by hook or ciook ’ 
Bacon s Forti ess of the FaiHijul iS5o 

* Nor wyl?' suffer this boke, 

By hooke ne by crooke * — S lton 

* The which her sire had scraped by hooke and crooke ’ 

Spknser 


POWDEBIKO TUBS 


Page I do, note t My fiiend, Mr Halhwell, enables me to correct ^ 
statement in this note It appears that powdering tubs, or doctors’ 
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were sometimes used by the medical profeo ion, and tint p^r ons 
•were placed m them, according to an old w liter, ‘ to bttw not to boil 
up to a height, but to paiboiU The evidence of the fict, and a 
cuiious woodcut of a man in a tub undergoing this singular piuus^, 
cop td fiom Coniehanum Dohim, i5iS, 'aill be found m a note in Mr 
Halliwell to Folio ShakebpeaiCf vol m p 144 


THE END 
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